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November 29 First Sunday of Advent 
     
December 6  Second Sunday of Advent 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

December 12 Spirit of Christmas (Saturday) 
    9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
December 13 Third Sunday of Advent 

Reception of New M embers 
Spirit of Christmas items available at fellowship 

 
December 18 Christmas Caroling (Friday) 
    7:00 p.m. Gather at church  
    8:00 p.m. Refreshments – M ayhew’s (17 E. 5th) 
 
December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Lessons and Carols 
Angel Tree gifts due 

    Congregational M eeting after worship 
    Fellowship at the M anse 
     
December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight W orship (Thursday) 
    5:30 p.m.  Children’s Service (M eeting House) 
    7:30 p.m.  Traditional Service (M eeting House) 
 
December 27 First Sunday after Christmas 

No Adult Sunday School 



  

 
 

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS  
 
Our 9th annual Spirit of Christmas will be Saturday, December 12, 
2009. 
 
Once again, we will be featuring “Look What $20 Will Buy.”  We are 
looking for members to solicit donations from businesses and/or 
contribute new items from individuals that are worth $30 or more.  We 
will tag them with information about what their purchase of $20 will 
support at Friendship House, such as meals, clothing, and other 
forms of support and assistance for the homeless.  Last year, we sold 
92 items, but needed many more.  This year’s goal is 150 items!  We 
still need 100 items to meet this goal. 
 
Donations are also needed for the Book-DVD-CD sale, for the soup 
and bread sale, and lots of cookies for the cookie, coffee/cocoa table.  
Workshops are already underway, and will continue, creating sewing 
and craft projects to be sold.  We also encourage you to contribute 
craft items created on your own 
 
We need every member to contribute in some way. If you have not 
yet signed up, call Susan Flook at (328-7346) today!  Our community 
now looks forward to this event. Let’s make this the best one yet! 
 



  

 
 
 
 

 
Ralph Johnson Memorial Cookie Drive  

  
We will be assembling 125 bags of cookies to be given out at the Friendship 
House Breakfast on December 20th at the 8th and Shipley location.  Our 
church will not be serving that day, but we would like to continue the tradition of 
sharing a bag of cookies with friends.  This tradition began a few years ago 
when we had many leftover cookies from Ralph's Memorial service.  We 
decided to bag them up and distribute them to the individuals who come to the 
Sunday breakfast program at Friendship House.  Although a very small token of 
caring, these bags of cookies were very gratefully received, appreciated and 
enjoyed.  Please consider donating some homemade or store purchased 
cookies.  We will need the cookies by Friday, December 18th.  Please put them 
in the kitchen in the CE building.  If you are able to help by sending in cookies 
or to help bag the cookies on Friday evening, please sign up on the volunteer 
sheets in the CE Building.  We will start at 7:00 and should be done in about an 
hour.  Thank you again for all you do! 
  
 

 Spirit of Christmas Craft Day  
  
The Mission and Outreach committee would like to thank everyone who 
participated in creating crafts for the Spirit of Christmas Craft Table and also for 
assembling all the ditty boxes for the Port of Wilmington Seamen's Center.    
We counted many willing hands and hearts!  It was a joyful celebration of 
members and friends, young and "seasoned", working together doing God's 
work.  Special thanks go to the Raker family for teaching us how to create 
beautiful beaded ornaments, to Barb Whisman for organizing the Clip-On 
earring drive, to Ellie Gerhart for coordinating the Seaman Center Ditty Box 
project, and to all the knitters for their generous donations of hats and scarves.  
It was a very busy and productive afternoon!  During this time of stewardship, it 
was a delight to share this day with so many friends willing to share their time 
and their talents.  God bless you all!  
  
Participants:  The Raker family, Shirley and Danielle Knox, the Martin-Robbins 
family, Marcia Quillen, Conchita Showell, Karen Dobson, Joan Smith, Bev 
Stoudt, Carol Mayhew, Lyn Briggs, Charlotte McDowell, Connie Reese, Susan 
Flook, Barbara Whisman, Pat Taylor, Susan Bishop, Ellie Gerhart, and Janet 
Spring. 

The Mission and Outreach Committee  



  

 
 

 
 
  

Calling All Homemade Soup and Bread Makers  
 
We need your help again to make those delicious soups and breads 
for the 2009 Spirit of Christmas celebration and also your homemade 
pickles, jams and jellies.  (Note:  Please bring only fresh soup, no 
frozen.)  Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board in the 
Christian Education Building.  These items may be brought to the C. 
E. building on Friday, December 11 from 8:30 - 3:00, or any time on 
Saturday, December 12 after 8:30 a.m.   Containers, lids, and labels 
for the soup will be in the kitchen by November 1.  Please place the 
labels on the lids to be seen from the top. 
 
There are separate sheets for you to choose a time to help with the 
sales.  If you can donate a couple of hours to help with this, please 
put your name in one of the time slots.  Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS COOKIES 
 

Since our cookies are soooo delicious and our # of visitors continues to grow, 
we are hoping to collect MANY MORE COOKIES this year!  Please consider 
sending in a batch of your favorite cookies.  If you do not bake or have a very 
full schedule, we will cheerfully accept any store-bought donations. 



  

 

 
 
 

Join us at our Annual Fall Churchyard Cleanup!!  
 

 
When:  Saturday, December 5 
Where:  CE Building for coffee and donuts, then off to rake and 
 bag the leaves in the yards and gardens 
Bring: A rake, enthusiasm, and appetite 
Enjoy: Food, fellowship, and fun 
Questions: Call or email Jane Fouracre at 328-5450, 
 janegf19@yahoo.com 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Someplace Else  

 
We are in the process of drawing up a new rotation for Someplace 
else, our educational component for children during the second half of 
worship. If you would like to be included in the next rotation (or be 
removed) please speak to the Church office. Your participation is so 
very much appreciated!
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Spread the Good News!!   
 

Volunteer to distribute door hangers in a nearby neighborhood in the 
next two weeks, and spread the good news about New Castle 
Presbyterian Church.  The Congregational Life and Membership 
Committee have developed attractive new literature giving nearby 
residents the basic story about our congregation and its ministries, 
with an invitation to try us out!  This month we are also distributing 
information on our Advent/Christmas schedule.  Now all we need 
are willing walkers to hang them on door knobs!  Get some good 
exercise and get the word out at the same time!  Door hangers are 
available in a box in the outer office. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

We Need Your Unused Wheelchairs!  
 

If you have any unused wheelchairs, please consider giving them to 
the church, so that we will have some on hand for emergency use.  
We have enough walkers, Thanks! Please call Kris in the church 
office to arrange delivery.   

 



  

 
 

Emmanuel Dining Room Volunteers  
 

Each month, volunteers from our congregational prepare a nutritious meal to be 
served at Emmanuel Dining Room, a program of the Ministry of Caring at three 
locations in Wilmington.  The meal is usually prepared the morning of the 7th of 
each month, then delivered that day for serving on the 8th.  Coordinators are 
Steve Martin and Cynthia Robbins (302-283-1626).   
 
This month, the meal will be prepared on Monday, December 7 at 9:00 am in 
our church kitchen.  We particularly need volunteers to clean up. Won’t you 
consider a call to this ministry this month? 
 
Additionally, be looking for brownie mix boxes to be distributed each month for 
your baking and return to the church kitchen by the 6th of that month.  Your 
contributions are very much appreciated!! 
 
 
 

At Work in Mission  
 

Congratulations to Susan Flook who was elected to serve on the Mission 
Development Unit of New Castle Presbytery. This unit is responsible for 
mission planning, education, advocacy, and allocation of funds to worthy 
organizations. Thank you, Susan, for serving! 
 
 

 
 
 

Congregational Meeting  
 

There will be a meeting of the congregation on December 20th following worship 
for the purpose of receiving the 2010 Budget as information and acting on 
changes in the pastor’s terms of call.



  

 
 

 
 
 

Arasapha Wreath Making  
 
Christmas is just around the corner and once again the Arasapha 
Garden Club is making custom wreaths to adorn the doors of the 
shops and public buildings of the historic district. 
  
You can order one of these custom colonial wreaths adorned with 
dried flowers, fruits, berries and nuts. 
  
You may place your wreath order by calling Nancy Coning at 328-
3739. The wreaths are selling for $65 each and come in a 20" or 24" 
size (not the finished size, but the size of the ring back that holds the 
greenery). 
  
We will be holding a class for those wishing to make their own 
wreath. The class is Wednesday, December 2nd from 6-8pm at the 
CE Building of the Presbyterian Church. The class includes full 
instruction and live wreath for $35 plus materials. 
  
The Garden Club is making 120 wreaths on Wednesday, Dec. 2nd 
from 9am to 8pm and on Thursday from 9am to 1pm. 
  
Pot luck lunch is served on Wednesday.  
  
Come and join us to make the wreaths. There are jobs for everyone, 
so come and help and have a wonderful time. You do not need 
artistic talent, just a desire to have a good time. 



  

 

 
 

Looking for Pennies  
 
Noon Circle can put your extra pennies to a good use.  When we have 
collected as much as $100.00 in pennies, they are donated to Friendship 
House.  So if you have extra pennies, we would be glad to accept them for 
this worthy year-round project.  You may slip them into a plastic bag and 
hand them to our treasurer, Gisele Vonrhein, or place them in the Noon 
Circle church mailbox, and many thanks. 
 
 

 
 

Each Sunday of Advent  
“White Gifts”  

 
The Deacons will collect donations of non-perishable food for the local New 
Castle food cupboard operated by St. Vincent DePaul Society at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church for hungry people who live in New Castle.  The food will be 
collected each of the four Sundays in Advent, as well as Christmas Eve.  
Please bring donated breakfast or canned meat and protein items, juice, soup, 
vegetables, fruit or even dessert items and place them in the marked box in the 
narthex of the Meeting House. 
 
The term “White Gifts” referred to the white wrapping paper around each 
donated can or box.  We no longer wrap individual items.  However, our 
celebration of the hope, love, joy, and anticipation of Christ in our lives will wrap 
each donation with the sparkling glory of God’s working presence in our midst.   
 

  Thank you, 
The Deacons
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Flowers may be picked up after the Christmas Eve Service or on 
Sunday, December 27th. 
" ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ''''''''''''''''''''''''�
�
NAME: ______________________________________ 
 
In Memory/Honor of: ___________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
How many: ___________________________________ 
 



  

 

 
 

Monthly Report  
 

Look here each month for a statistical report on the life of the 
congregation: 
 
Membership: 

 October ..........................................................184    

  Addition .........................................................0 

  Loss...............................................................0 

 November ......................................................184    

 

Income thru 10/09: 

 2009 Budgeted expectation: ............$193,393.00     

 2009 Actual:.....................................$177,353.00      

Expenses thru 10/09: 

 2009 Budgeted: ...............................$191,262.00      

 2009 Actual:.....................................$188,900.00      
 
 



  

 
 

MEALS ON WHEELS  
 

We need your help! Please volunteer to deliver meal s once every 
6 weeks. Our volunteer base is getting low. Conside r this as 
your call in Christ! 
 
Our next delivery will be December 7-11. If anyone is interested in 
delivering meals to shut-in Seniors in the New Castle area, please 
contact the office at 302-328-3279. 
 
Monday 7   Tuesday 8  Wednesday 9  Thursday 10  Friday 11  
Shirley Knox Lois Barth 

Joan Smith 
Cynthia Robbins 
Nanette Nichol 

Dot & Jason 
Campbell 

Susan Flook 
Ruth Moore 

 
 

 
 

Caroling in Old New Castle  
 

Be sure to mark your calendar for a great evening of Christmas 
Caroling on Friday night December 18th! We will meet at the church 
at 7:00pm and proceed from there walking around Old New Castle 
and caroling. 
 
We will end up at Gene and Carol Mayhew’s house (17 E. 5th Street 
in New Castle) for refreshments and fellowship (we usually arrive 
there between 8:00 and 8:30pm). 
 
Please join us at the Mayhew’s even if you are unable to walk around 
and carol.
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Contact the New Castle Presbyterian Church office: 
ncpc1651@verizon.net  
 
Contact:  The Rev. Nancy Rowland at: 
ncpcpastor@verizon.net  
 
 
Next Newsletter Deadline is December 14, 2009  
 

 
Address Change 

Requested 


