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Separation Day 

 

Separation Day 2007 was a grand event!  Many thanks to all our members who 
presented our church in such a welcoming manner!  Lyn and Rachel Briggs did a 
stellar job of coordinating the float construction for the parade.  If you have not seen 
their high quality work, it is on display in the fellowship hall.  Many days and nights of 
work went into its completion.  Also putting in many, many hours were Kaitlyn, Bruce, 
Lisa, and Chris Raker (float, costumes, driving the truck); Shirley and Danielle Knox 
(banner); Katie Martin; and Beth Hentkowski.   Thanks to Bob and Lyn Briggs as well 
for all the coordination on parade day.  During the parade, the youth were in costume 
and handed out church brochures to parade viewers. 
 
At the Meeting House, many thanks to Carol Mayhew, Conchita Showell, Pat Bird, 
Mary and Herb Pratt, and Vic Clark, who welcomed visitors.  A wonderful day for 
everyone! 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

The church celebrated its birthday picnic style on June 10.  Many thanks to all who 
brought yummy dishes and to officers who supplied the meat.  Special thanks to Steve 
and Cynthia Martin and Bev Stoudt for making many of the arrangements.  The cake 
Carol Mayhew ordered with a picture of the Meeting House was a real hit!  And a great 
big hooray to Rob and Chris (and Alex and Julie) Barry who provided and supervised 
the Moon Bounce.  It was donated for the day courtesy of their new company C&D 
Party Rentals (584-3363). 



  

 
 
 

Visiting Preachers 
 

During the next few months, we are pleased to welcome a number of old and new 
friends to the leadership of worship at New Castle Presbyterian Church during Pastor 
Nancy’s study leave and vacation. 

 
 July 22 – John Gilmore, former Interim Pastor 

August 12 – Shannon Hanson, member of Church of the  
Covenant and Inquirer for Ministry in our presbytery.  She is a federal 
attorney. 

 August 19 – Neta Pringle, retired minister who occasionally 
    worships with us. 
 September 30 – Bob Bolt, former Interim Pastor 
 
 

Organ Fund Update 
 

Faithful friends, we are almost there!  Our new Custom Allen electronic organ has been 
installed and is nearly paid for!  Here are the latest figures:  

 

 Cost of Organ & Installation   $48,610 

 Actual Donations Received   ( 33,188) 

 Additional Amounts Pledged   (   4,960) 

 Shortage      $10,462 

 

A number of you have indicated your intention to give or pledge, so now is the time to 
bridge the gap, as the balance of the project is now due.   

 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in this campaign for all your generosity!!  
When the campaign is completed, a full list of donors and honorees will be published. 



  

 

 

Montreat Youth Conference 

Three young people and the pastor will travel to Montreat Conference Center in North 
Carolina July 21 to 28 for the Montreat Youth Conference.  This long-running youth 
experience has literally been a mountain-top experience for countless youth of our 
denomination through many generations.  A Youth Conference is a special event – a 
gathering of young people from all over the country for a week of study, worship, and 
recreation. A typical day at Youth Conference includes morning energizers, keynote, 
small group meetings where the conference theme is explored, and afternoon 
recreation activities and other options.  

Attending will be Pastor Nancy Rowland, Zach Dobson, Beth Hentkowski, and her 
friend Jackie Cobb.  Please be in prayer for our young people as they encounter new 
experience of faith and life. 

 
 

Eighteenth Century Worship 
 

Our worship on July 1 will incorporate many features of the Scots-Irish Presbyterian 
worship that would have been conducted in New Castle during the 1770’s.  This 
congregation began worshipping in English during the 1680’s and was then looking for 
Scot-Irish Presbyterian pastors instead of Dutch Reformed pastors.  The first installed 
Presbyterian pastor was John Wilson, who came to this church in 1698.  By 1770, 
Presbyterian worship was very simple, and focused almost entirely upon the sermon.  
This congregation was most likely part of the New Side or New Light movement, which 
stressed impassioned preaching and worship.  During the American Revolution, 
Presbyterians were at the forefront of the “rebellion”, so that also added to the fervor of 
preaching. 

  

During this eighteenth century service, the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated by coming 
forward and receiving by dipping bread into wine.  Our music will be without keyboard 
accompaniment, in colonial style.  Join us as we go back in time and as we experience 
God’s Spirit in new ways. 



  

 

 

Winterthur Tour 

 

A group of approximately 14 members and friends of New Castle Presbyterian Church 
toured Winterthur Museum on June 19th, 2007. Thanks to the assistance of Debbie 
Harper, a former member of NCPC and a Winterthur employee, we had several 
knowledgeable docents take us into H. F. DuPont's home.  

We viewed how quilts were used in the fashionable interiors created by Du Pont during 
the 1930's and 1940's. In the home, we also saw many needlework samplers and silk 
embroidery pictures stitched by hand. Following this tour, we then toured the major 
quilt exhibit in the Exhibit Hall. The quilts were just amazing. Many of them had 18-24 
stitches per inch all done by hand!!!! Our church quilters assured us this is not easily 
done. We were absolutely astounded at the intricacy, colors, and beauty of these 
quilts. The history behind many of these quilts was interesting as well. Following the 
tour and a trip to the Winterthur Museum Gift Store, we gathered at Linda Neel's home 
in Newark for a light dinner. Lively conversation was included during our light meal. 

This activity was sponsored by the Mission and Outreach Committee. We are looking 
to sponsor more activities to encourage fellowship among members and their non-
member friends. If you have any ideas for a fun day trip or activity, please see Linda 
Neel or Janet Spring with your ideas. You will not have to organize the event but we 
encourage your suggestions for fun things to do. 

     - Linda Neel, Mission and Outreach Committee  

 
 

Vacation Bible School 

 

Take the plunge!  It’s time to register for Great Bible Reef Vacation Bible School!  
Many of our members are hard at work making this the best Bible School ever!  We will 
gather July 8-12 (Sunday-Thursday), 6:15-8:15 each evening in the Christian 
Education Building and grounds.  Everyone 4-10 is invited to participate.   

 

Set in an exciting and fun underwater environment, this lively VBS program will engage 
participants in discovering how we can live each and every day as God’s disciples.  We 
will hear stories about Jesus, make cool crafts, learn catchy reef tunes, play zany 
games, eat yummy snacks, and make lots of new friends! 

 

Register now!  For more information or to register, visit the church office between the 
hours of 8:30 to 12:30 Monday through Friday or call 302-328-3279.  Sign up today!! 

 



  

 

 

GREAT BIBLE REEF 

Vacation Bible School 

Registration Form 

 
 

5.00 per child / 10.00 per family 

 
Name: ____________________________________________ 

 

Address: __________________________________________ 

 

City: ______________________ State: _____ Zip:  ________ 

 

Home Phone: _______________________________________ 

 

Cell Phone:  ________________________________________ 

 

Email: ____________________________________________ 

 

Date of Birth: ______________________________________ 

 

Last school grade completed: ___________________________ 

 

In case of emergency, contact:  _________________________ 

  ________________________________________________ 

 

Mother: __________________________________________ 

 

Father:  __________________________________________ 

 

Other: ___________________________________________ 

 

Allergies or other medical conditions:  ____________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Home church: ______________________________________ 

 

Name of friend your child might like to be with: _____________ 



  



  

 
 
 

Help Make Bracelets 
 

The Mission and Outreach Committee is planning a get together this August to string 
beads for bracelets. We plan to sell the bracelets we make at the Spirit of Christmas 
program in December. No experience is necessary and the type of bracelets we are 
making are very simple to construct. We hope to make adult and children bracelets. If 
you are interested in joining us to make the bracelets, please contact either Janet 
Spring or Linda Neel as soon as possible.  

 

Carrie Downie School at NCPC 
 

During four weeks in July and early August, Carrie Downie Elementary School will be 
operating a Reading Enrichment Day Camp in our Fellowship Hall.  The program will 
be three days per week, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m.  (Children will leave at 1:00, leaders by 2:00)  Children and leaders will leave early 
on Tuesdays (11:30) for a field trip off-site. 
 
There will be 15 to 20 children and 4 adult teachers.  In addition to our Fellowship Hall 
and downstairs bathrooms, children will have outdoor activities in our church yard. 
 
The program will begins July 10 and ends August 2 and will involve reading evaluation 
and enrichment, team-building exercises, hygiene classes, and arts and crafts.  A 
church member or staff will be present in the building while our guests are here.  We 
are glad to be partnering with our public schools in this important way. 
 
 

Welcome New Member 
 

We welcomed Conchita Showell into the membership of our congregation upon her 
reaffirmation of faith on June 24 in morning worship.  Conchita has already become 
active in our Mission and Outreach Committee.  Her directory information is: 

  Conchita Showell 
  10 Jester Street 
  Bear, DE  19701 
  (302)832-9226 

 



  

 
 
 
 

Mission and Outreach Opportunities for July 
 

On July 7th and 8th we will be serving breakfast at Friendship House at the 8th and 
Shipley location.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the CE Building for both Saturday 
and Sunday.  Saturday is the preparation day and we meet at 8th and Shipley at 3:00 
P.M. to prepare the meal.  We serve on Sunday at 7:00 A.M.  We need about 4 or 5 
volunteers for each day.  We also need food donations.  If you cannot serve, please 
consider donating food for the meal.  There will also be a sign-up sheet for food 
donations.  If you would like to donate money to buy some of the food, please give 
your donation to Janet Spring.  All food should be in the kitchen by Friday, July 6th.  
Please label the food with FRIENDSHIP HOUSE.  Thank you.  
 
During the months of May and June we collected arts and crafts items for Urban 
Promise.  On Sunday, July 15th, we will have an opportunity to serve dinner to the 
Urban Promise camp counselors and learn more about what they do.  We will need 
main dishes, side dishes, salads and desserts.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the CE 
Building for anyone interested in providing food and/or attending this meal.  We will be 
serving 20 counselors. Please have your food donation in the CE building on Sunday, 
July 15 by 5:00 p.m.  If you will be away that weekend, you might consider  
making a main dish or dessert that can be frozen and putting it in the freezer.   
Please label your food container with URBAN PROMISE MEAL.  The meal will begin at 
5:30 p.m. and we will have a short service afterward. 
 
Thank You 
 
On Wednesday, June 13th, we sent a crew to the New Castle Senior Center to do yard 
work, serve lunch, and have a short scavenger hunt.  Special thanks to youth group 
members Daniel Barry, Beth Hentkowski, Rachel Briggs, and Danielle Knox and adult 
helpers Gene Mayhew (who got the prize for "most dirty worker"), Shirley Knox, Pastor 
Nancy, and Conchita Showell.  Kitchen help included Nanette Nichol, Carol Mayhew, 
and Janet Spring.  We would also like to thank those members who donated food for 
this event.  We were also able to use many of the leftover items from our end of the 
year picnic.  A good time was had by all.  Thank you Sue Townsend for coordinating 
this event and also to Conchita Showell who served as our Mistress of Ceremonies!  
 



  

 
 
 

We Need Your Help 
 

The 350th Anniversary Committee is in the process of gathering names and addresses 
of folks to be invited to the banquet on November 11, 2007.  Committee members are 
looking over several lists at this time.  These include former members, inactive 
members and friends of the church. 
 
If you know of anyone that you believe should be invited, please give the name and 
especially current address, to Janet in the office as soon as possible.  Even if it turns 
out that we already have that name, that is O.K.  Better to have that cross check than 
not. 
 
Thank you.  We don’t want to miss anyone. 
       - Nanette Nichol for the 350th Committee 
 
 
 

Meals on Wheels 
 

Meals on wheels this month is the week of July 9th.  The volunteers for the week are 
listed below: 
 
Monday   Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday Friday 

Susan Flook  Joan Smith        Dot & Jason        Shirley Knox Cynthia Robbins 
Phoebe Dill   Jean Swanson   Campbell    Nanette Nichol 
 
 
 

Seat Cushions 
 

For our members who need a little extra support in order to worship with us, the 
Worship Committee has provided seat and lumbar cushions for individual use.  They 
are in a basket in the narthex as you enter.  Please ask an usher to help you get one! 
 



  

  
 
 

The Christian Education Committee Announces… 

 

A Day at the "Shore" in Avalon, NJ 

Courtesy of Jo and Corky Viola 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For: Everybody (young and old!) 

 

Date: Saturday, July 14 
 

Time: come as early as you can and stay as long as you like. The day will be pretty unstructured 

but Jo and Cork's house will serve as "home base". Hang out there to read, visit or nap in the 

hammock, go to the beach or explore Avalon. We'll have dinner together at the house in the mid 

to late afternoon. 

 

Place: The Viola's House at 148 31st St. in Avalon, NJ 

 

What to bring:  your own beach needs, lunch will be on your own, and a dessert or salad to share 

for dinner. 

 

Corky, Jo and the CE Committee are providing dinner - Pulled Pork BBQ sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and drinks. 

 

There will also be an outside shower and a place to change clothes, if needed. 

 

Please sign up on the CE Building Bulletin Board by Sunday, July 8. 

 

Questions? See or call Cork, Jo or Amy Selheimer. 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



  



  

 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church Takes Root in Scotland, and then in North Ireland 
 

The new Kirk won first the awe, then the admiration, and finally the intense affection of the 
people.  Presbyterian ministers tried to live exemplary lives, devoting their whole lives to religious 
instruction and pastoral duties.  They visited the sick, helped the poor, consoled the sorrowing, 
and became models of character.  Their sermons stirred the latent intellects of the Scots, and 
made humble folk feel their own dignity and worth.  The Kirk was intent on making further 
reforms.  It wanted to wipe out illiteracy so that the people could read the Scripture for 
themselves, and it wanted to transform the morals of the people.  In Ayr, where strife between 
families was sometimes waged in street brawls, the ministers sometimes rushed into the fray to 
separate combatants.  The Scots were beginning to learn discipline by society as well as self-
discipline. 
 
The Kirk introduced the principle of democracy.  Members of the local parish had their sef-
governing Session, whose representatives attended the regional Presbytery.  Both laymen and 
ministers sat on all governing bodies and voted.  The laymen, many of them tenants, felt they had 
both a right and a duty to speak their minds. 
 
Calvinist theology suited them.  A man’s salvation depended upon being one of God’s elect.  He 
must prove himself to be one.  This was a congenial doctrine to people who had always believed 
in self-reliance.  God is a Lord who requires a person to be a man in his presence, standing when 
he prays, stating his own case just as he would to his human lord.  In spite of this independence 
of spirit, they were willing to submit to severe church discipline because they had freely joined the 
church, and helped choose the elders on the Session. 
 
In the early 17th century England had decimated the Catholic Irish population of Northern Ireland 
by war, laying waste to the land, and driving the people into the mountains and woods.  They also 
were fighting with the Lowland Scots on their common border.  The English attempted to solve 
both problems by offering the Scots newly vacant lands in Ireland.  The Scotch colonists in 
Ireland built strong houses and enclosures to protect themselves from dispossessed Irish, and 
quickly made a success of the enterprise.  They soon  made their churches a replica of the strict 
moral environment then existing in Scotland. 
 
The Scotch-Irish had many tribulations over the next 150 years.  The English stopped them from 
weaving woolen cloth in competition with them.  Then the English raised an Irish army, lost 
control of it, and it tried to take over their Presbyterian churches.  Oliver Cromwell “pacified” them.  
Each tribulation caused a wave of emigration to America, and New Castle was the easiest 
seaport for them to reach. 
 
 
 
          - Bob Swick 
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Contact the New Castle Presbyterian Church office: 
ncpc1651@verizon.net 

 
Contact:  The Rev. Nancy Rowland at: 

ncpcpastor@verizon.net 
 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline is July 20, 2007. 
 

 
Address Change 

Requested 


