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Holy Week Worship at New Castle Presbyterian 

 

Palm Sunday, 4/1 11:00 a.m.  

Gather at New Castle Town Hall (weather permitting) to 
process into our Meeting House with palms and bells.   

 

Maundy Thursday, 4/5  7:00 p.m.  

Maundy Thursday Communion 

 

Good Friday, 4/6 12:00 Noon   

Quiet Service of Scripture and Meditation 

 

Easter Sunday, 4/8 11:00 a.m.   

Resurrection Worship 



  

NEW CASTLE SEMINAR 

 

The New Castle Seminar continues on Sunday April 22 at 7:00 p.m. with State 
Archivist C. Russell McCabe speaking on “The Roots of Presbyterianism in 
Delaware.”  As usual, the program will be held in the Meeting House and will be 
followed by a reception in the Christian Education Building.  Invite your friends 
and neighbors to this interesting event in our 350th Anniversary schedule. 

 

Director McCabe has been at Delaware Public Archives since 1978, serving as 
its director since April 2005.  He is one of Delaware’s best known public officials.  
At the Archives, Russ spent his early career working directly with the collections, 
providing research assistance and contributing to the works of various Delaware 
historians.  Later, as part of his supervision of the Archives public research 
facility, Russ played a major role in the first statewide assessment of historic 
records and was responsible for drafting Delaware’s first comprehensive Public 
Records Law in 1988.  He served one term as Sussex County’s elected Recorder 
of Deeds and has devoted much time to record management by local 
governments in Delaware.  In recent years, Russ has served as Administrator of 
Outreach Services, coordinating various aspects of the agency’s public 
programming activities, including responsibility for Delaware’s growing historical 
markers/moments program.   

 

McCabe is a native and a lifelong resident of Sussex County, educated in local 
public schools.  He is a graduate of Radford University in Virginia where he 
majored in history and geography.     

 

Save the Date:  On June 3, William T. Quillen, retired Delaware State Judge, and 
life-long member of the New Castle Presbyterian Church, will speak on “George 
Gray:  A New Castle Presbyterian’s Contribution to His State, Nation and World.” 

 
 
 

Pennies From Heaven 
 

Many thanks from the Noon Circle for the shower of pennies that is showing up in 
our mailbox!  These pennies will be donated to Friendship House on a continuing 
basis, so thanks, and please keep them coming! 
 
 

 



  

Meals on Wheels 
Meals on Wheels is the week of March 5th.  The volunteers for the week are 
listed below: 
 
Monday   Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday Friday 

Susan Flook  Joan Smith        Dot & Jason        Shirley Knox Cynthia Robbins 
Phoebe Dill   Jean Swanson   Campbell    Nanette Nichol 
 
 

Caring Partners – Linking Caregivers with Services 
 

Are you a caregiver?  Do you help an older person with transportation, doctor’s 
appointments, shopping, prescription management etc?  Then you are a 
caregiver.  You may be experiencing caregiver stress and not realizing it.  Help is 
easy to find.  A staff person at the Caregiver Resource Center in each county can 
help you find resources to support you and your care receiver: 
 
 New Castle County: 
 Joyce Shores, 302-737-2336 ext 21 or 302-651-3401 
 Kent County:  Cindy Clark, 302-734-1200 ext 186 
 Sussex County:   
 Fran Smith, 302-337-8771 or Cindy Mitchell, 302-854-9500 
 
Or you can visit Caring Partners website for information to help you manage the 
responsibilities of caregiving www.caringpartnersde.org.  
 
 

All Hands on Deck! 
 

It’s time to mark your calendars for one of the highlights of our 350th Anniversary 
Celebration!  The Presbytery of New Castle will be meeting at our church (the 
oldest church in the presbytery) on May 22, 2007.  We will be responsible for 
registration and breakfast-type refreshments, meeting space, and lunch.  We 
need every member to help in some way.  You will soon be called to sign up for a 
responsibility.  We need as many volunteers as we can get to be present that 
Tuesday.  Responsibilities will include:  facilitating parking, setting up tables and 
chairs (multiple times during the day), being present in the Meeting House during 
the meeting, helping serve bag lunches and drinks, giving directions (especially 
to rest rooms!), interpreting the history of our congregation, selling 350th 
Anniversary items, baking breakfast goods and cookies for lunch, clean-up, and 
more.  Sign up in the fellowship hall beginning March 4.  Please note:  this event 
is three days after A Day in Old New Castle.  The lunch meal is being 
coordinated by Nancy Coning.  For other questions, please ask Pastor Nancy. 



  

Hope Landing, Phase II Kick-off Event 
 
On Wednesday, March 14th, at 11:00 a.m., HFHNCC Kicked-off Phase II of our 
Hope Landing Development in Wilmington. Hope Landing is a two-phase, 15-
house subdivision of 7 and 8 affordable townhomes in Wilmington's Eastside. 
Hope Landing Phase II Kick-off commemorates the beginning of the second 
phase (8-houses) of the development. Hope Landing is built in collaboration with 
Development Sponsor ING DIRECT (10-house sponsor), Land Partner, 
Wilmington Housing Partnership, and additional sponsors.  
> Participants in the Hope Landing Kick-off event included: Honorable 
Christopher Coons, County Executive, NCC; Honorable William Montgomery, 
Chief of Staff, City of Wilmington; Councilwoman Hanifa Shabazz, Wilmington 
City Council; Michael S. Purzycki, Board Member, Wilmington Housing 
Partnership (Executive Director, Riverfront Development Corp); Kay Dapper, 
Development Sponsor, ING DIRECT; Sylvia Banks, One-House Sponsor, 
DuPont; Dick Christopher, One-House Sponsor, Patterson-Schwartz; Rev. 
Edward Dorn, Half-House Sponsor, DRBA; and Rev. Silvester Beaman, Quarter-
House Sponsor, Bethel A.M.E. Church. 
> Also participating in the ceremony were prospective Habitat homeowners of 
Hope Landing: LaToya Carter; Tonya Backus; Sylvia Spady; Sarah Wynn; and, 
Jacqueline Yearwood. The Kick-off concluded with dignitaries, sponsors, and 
attendees signing the interior walls with well wishes and prayers for our 
prospective homeowners. 
 
Other Habitat News: 
 

Ø  Habitat's version of March Madness, 3 weeks of visiting students from 3 
universities spend their Spring Break helping to build Habitat homes in 
Middletown. 14 students from Boston College came the week of March 4th, 
spending 6 days on-site to help further HFHNCC's efforts in Middletown. 
HFHNCC hosted students from Wilson College, and a team of 8 students 
from Elon University went without traditional spring break activities to lend a 
helping hand with families in need.  

 
 
Ø  Women Build 2007 Officially Breaks Ground!  

On Thursday, March 15th, the Women Build officially broke ground at the 
Women Build site on E. 7th Street. This year's Women Build is a duplex on 
E. 7th Street in Wilmington's East side. It is located just around the corner 
from the Hope Landing Development on Church & Bennett Streets. 
Foundations are going in later this month, with construction crews 
beginning in April.  
To sign-up to volunteer for the Women Build, please visit the Habitat 



  

website, and click on to the Volunteer page. There you will find an 
interactive calendar with available dates. April's schedule is already filling 
up, so book your dates now! You can securely donate to Habitat for 
Humanity of NCC on their website. Thank you for your support!  
 

Ø  Email:  jmcgeoch@habitatncc.org 
Ø  Website: http://www.habitatncc.org 
Ø  Phone:  302-652-0365  

 
 
 
 

Yard Day 
 

Get out your rakes and tools and garden gloves and gather at the church on April 
28 at 9:00 a.m.  Let’s dig in the dirt together and get the grounds all ready for 
spring!  The Trustees will provide refreshments throughout the morning and early 
afternoon.   

 
 
 

Is God Calling You? 
 

Have you considered whether God is calling you to particular service in this 
congregation?  Or do you know someone else who has the gifts of leadership?  
The Nominating Committee is in the process of gathering names for elder, 
deacon, trustee, and nominating committee membership.  Please share your 
ideas with them!  The members are:   

Elders: Bob Briggs, Chair;  Lindy Ballance 
 Deacon: Mary Pratt 
 Trustee: Bill Anthony 
 Music: Ellie Gerhart 
 Sunday School: Amy Selheimer 
 At-large:  Pat Taylor, Bill Quillen, Jo Viola 
Consider today God’s call to you and others! 



  
 



  

 
 

Photographs Needed 
 

Your 350th Anniversary Celebration Committee needs your help. We are hoping 
to collect a large number of photographs of our church buildings and our 
congregation over the years. Old photographs are particularly welcome as well 
as postcards and other images. More recent photographs are also needed so 
that our retrospective is comprehensive and current, too. We promise to keep 
careful track of each and every item submitted and to store all carefully and 
return to you in the condition in which you delivered them. Please contact Corky 
Viola for additional information and to make photo contributions to the project. 
Thanks for your help.  
 



  

Mission and Outreach News 
 
Mosquito Net Project 
On Saturday, March 3rd, 16 more mosquito nets were completed and sent off to 
Africa.  We would like to thank the following people for their participation:  Ellie 
Gerhart, Jo Viola, Carol Mayhew, Bev Stoudt and Shirley Knox did the sewing and 
Conchita Showell and Linda Neel did the ironing.  Special thanks to Shirley Knox for 
coordinating this activity.  
 
Medical Benevolence Foundation Fundraiser 
We would like to thank all the bakers and soup makers for the wonderful variety of 
soups, breads and baked goods that were made for our sale on Saturday, March 
25th.  We are happy to report that we raised about $500.00 to be sent to the 
Medical Benevolence Foundation.  We also noted that everyone who brought their 
children to the Easter Fair went home with lots of eggs and also some soup and 
baked goodies.  We are  grateful to our community for their support.  Special thanks 
to Nanette Nichol for coordinating this project and to Carol Mayhew, Janet Spring 
and Linda Neel for selling the baked goods on Saturday and Sunday.  Lyn Briggs is 
to be commended for her wonderful signs promoting our projects.  The food that 
was leftover was taken to St. Andrew's Place at 8th and Shipley by Jim and Linda 
Neel.  
 
 
Friendship House Breakfast 
Saturday, April 14th and Sunday, April 15th will be our weekend to supply breakfast 
for Friendship House at the church of St. Andrew and St. Matthew at 8th and 
Shipley.  Food Preparation will be on Saturday at 3:00 and food serving will be at 
7:00 a.m on Sunday, April 15th.  Please see volunteer sign-up sheets in the CE 
Building.  We will also need donations of food for this mission.  If you cannot 
volunteer to serve, please feel free to donate some food for this project.  If you can't 
get out to the store but would like to make a financial contribution, please see Janet 
Spring.  
 
 
Change of Date for Book Night at NCPC 
The original date for Book Night was Tuesday, April 10th.  This date has been 
changed to Tuesday, May 8th .  The book selection will be Misquoting Jesus by 
Bart Ehrman.  This book has made it to the New York Times bestseller list, but not 
without controversy.  Many reviewers have critiqued the title, saying it is misleading 
and was selected for its "saleability."   Read the book and go online and read some 
of the reviews.  I'm sure Pastor Nancy, our resident biblical scholar, will also have 
some valuable insight on how we can interpret this book.  We are happy to report 
that some members of our group have suggested two books for next year.  We will 
start up again in October.  
 



  

 



  

 
Pirates on the Delaware River and Bay 

 
 In the 17th Century, pirates could operate with impunity out of friendly ports or 
from obscure harbors on sparsely inhabited coasts.  Pirates were often respected 
citizens at home while committing rape and pillage at sea or in distant ports.   
 In 1687 pirates began plundering ships and plantations in southern Delaware.  
The Quaker government in Pennsylvania treated them leniently, and local immunity 
could be readily purchased from avaricious colonial officials.  Soon bitter complaints 
from local citizens and businessmen reached Royal ears.   
 The king wrote directly to William Penn requesting him to remedy these abuses, 
and requiring captured pirates to be imprisoned.  He also sent a squadron to the 
defense of the colonies under the command of Sir Robert Holmes, who was ordered 
to extirpate the pirates, and for his services was granted all property recovered from 
them.  Piracy abated until 1699.  Then pirates sacked Lewes, plundering every 
house and carrying off all money, valuables and even clothing. 
 In 1700 the infamous Captain Kidd returned to Delaware from his depredations in 
the East Indies.  His ship was laden with the choicest products of the East.  He lay 
off Lewes and invited several local residents aboard to purchase some of this 
plunder.  They did so, and also successfully eluded the local tax collector.   
 Governor Penn soon heard about this.  Pennsylvania, including Delaware, had 
received a reputation of being the greatest refuge for pirates in America.  He called 
a special meeting of the Assembly to suppress piracy.  All strangers to Delaware 
were soon required to prove their identity.  The colonists were at last awakened to 
the seriousness of piracy.  Information about suspicious ships was quickly relayed 
to the governor in Philadelphia, who ordered action.  Piracy ceased until 1708.   
 Piracy renewed with the rise of the privateer, armed private warships 
commissioned to prey on the commerce of the enemy.  England at this time was at 
war with France and Spain.  The commerce of Delaware was fair game for French 
and Spanish privateers.  They profited from the ships and cargoes they captured 
and also from the towns and farms they plundered.  Navigation and trade were 
brought to a standstill.  England left the colonies to deal with the situation by 
themselves.   
 The Governor of Pennsylvania called a joint session of the Council and Assembly 
to deal with the problem.  The Assembly claimed that although their jurisdiction 
extended over the territory, their powers got no further down than twelve miles from 
New Castle.  The outrage was reported to the Delaware council where measures for 
defending the inhabitants were discussed.  However, the Pennsylvania assembly 
controlled the funds, and the Quakers would allow no physical defensive acts.  This 
widened the breach between Pennsylvania and Delaware.  After attacks upon both 
Lewes and New Castle, the Crown finally sent a squadron to clean out the enemy 
privateers. 
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The New Castle Presbyterian Church has a new e-mail address: 
ncpc1651@verizon.net 

 
Contact:  The Rev. Nancy Rowland at: 

ncpcpastor@verizon.net 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline is April 23 2007. 
 

 
Address Change 

Requested 


