New Castle Presbyterian News

November 2006

Stewar dship for 2007

“Generation to Generation”

STEWARDSHIP FAMILY NIGHT DINNER
Sunday, November 5, 2006 6:00 p.m.

You will be called by a church officer to place you
reservation. If you are not, please call the chuftice at
328-3279.

*PROGRAM*
“God’s Mission at Work through Us”
Elder Janet Spring speaking about Mission at Newsila
Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Jackie Taylor, Associate Executive spegkabout
General Mission Giving and
her recent trip to Africa.

*Child Care Provided*

Our future mission at this church depends upon your
whole-hearted support!

Elders will bring main dishes.
Members are to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert



CROP WALK

On a beautiful Sunday in October, members and friends from our church, New
Castle Methodist Church, Asbury Methodist Church, and St. Peter's Catholic
Church walked to raise funds for Church World Service. It was a wonderful
occasion seeing so many people, young and old, walking together as

a community of believers determined to make this world a better place for the
poor and disenfranchised. The Mission and Outreach committee would like to
thank all of the walkers and all of our members who gave their financial support.
| have given our donations to Joan Skilton at New Castle Methodist Church.
When she tallies everyone's donation, | will get a final report. If you would like to
personally thank our walkers, | have included a list of names below: Julie and
Daniel Barry; Amy and Kyle Selheimer and their dog; Shirley and Danielle Knox;
Bruce, Lisa, Katie and Chris Raker; Pastor Nancy Rowland; Pat and David Bird;
Bev Stoudt; Linda Neel; Sue Townsend; Joan Smith; Brenda Walters; Bev Crowl
and her dog; Janet Spring and her "grand dog"; Chris Fagles and granddaughter,
Haley; Susan and Jim Flook.

The Seaman's Center Project

On November 5th, the Mission and Outreach committee will sponsor a "ditty box"
wrapping party at 12:30 p.m. following the church service. The youth group will
be wrapping "ditty boxes" in the basement, and our families with young children
have been invited to help "bag” up our donated items and write thank you notes
to the sailors. We cordially invite all members and friends to come and help us
on this day. Lunch will be provided. On November 19th, we will be delivering the
"ditty boxes" to the Seaman's Center to prepare for the holiday distribution. We
would like to thank all of our knitters for the beautiful handmade scarves and hats
and those members who donated all the items for the "ditty boxes." Your
continuing generosity is such a wonderful blessing and we are grateful. "The
great acts of love are done by those who are habitually performing small acts of
kindness." Anonymous -Janet Spring Mission and Outreach Committee



Meals on Wheels

Meals on Wheels is the week of October 30"-November 3. The volunteers for
the week are listed below:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Minerva Lermond Shirley Knox Dot & Jason Campbell
Phoebe Dill Jean Swanson

Thursday Eriday

Carl Witt Cynthia Robbins

Nanette Nichol

Friendship House Breakfast Schedule

Saturday and Sunday, November 11" and 12"

There will be sign up sheets for volunteers on the easel in the front hallway of the
Christian Education Building.

Thanksgiving Worship

Join your friends and neighbors giving thanks to God for many blessings! This
year's community worship service will be held at St. Peter the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church on Fifth Street on Tuesday, November 21 at 7:30 p.m.

The Rev. Joy E. Walton, Head Chaplain of St. Andrew’s School, will be our
preacher. She has served at St. Andrew’s since 2004. Previously, she was
Rector of St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church in Hampton, Virginia.

An offering of can goods will be received and given to the food closets at St.
Peter's and New Castle United Methodist. Come give thanks to God!



White Gift Donation at Christmas Eve Services

This is an early reminder that Deacons will collect canned and non-
perishable food donations at our Christmas Eve Services in December.
Traditionally the food items have been called “White Gifts” because they once
were wrapped in plain white paper.

These food gifts will be taken to the local New Castle food cupboard
operated by the St. Vincent de Paul Society at St. Peters Catholic Church. This
group provides emergency food to local families and individuals. If you would
like some suggestions as to what kind of items are most needed, then please
keep the following items in mind as you grocery shop this fall. Maybe there will
be a sale!

Breakfast Cereals Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Fruit & Juice Pasta

Peanut Butter Jelly

Canned Sweet & White Potatoes Soups

Mission Outreach Opportunity for November

During the months of November and December we will be selling Herb & Spice
Mixes to benefit the homeless project at Meeting Ground. We will set up a mini
'kiosk" in the Christian Education building during Coffee hour and will have a
variety of items for sale. Cash and checks will be accepted. If you wish to write
a check, please make it payable to New Castle Presbyterian Church and put
"Meeting Ground" on the memo line. These mixes are great for holiday
entertaining and also make nice gifts and "stocking stuffers." We hope you will
lend your support to this worthwhile cause. Pamphlets explaining all about this
mission will be included with your purchase.



Meeting Ground Community - Herbs
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And especially for the Holidays:
Specialty boxed herbs:

o Five Onion Dip
o ltalian Seasoning
e Island Jerk Seasoning

I‘ Home s Chesapeake Bay Seasoning

o Chile Seasoning

These customized blends come with recipes =y

and suggestions for use. They are attractively A4 /f; 5§Q§W[[ﬂg
packaged. The cost is $3.00 per packet; or as a
complete set of (6) packets for $15.00.

Specially wrapped gift assortment boxes
Set of any six - gift boxed: $15.00 S
Five Onion Dip
They make excellent gifis, and 100% of all
proceeds go toward Meeting
Ground'’s homeless work.

The Meeting Ground Community:

Herbs are produced by the community of
Meeting Ground, located in Cecil County,
Maryland. It is a faith-based community in
partnership with and among homeless persons
and families. Meeting Ground operates
Clairvaux Farm, near Earleville, Maryland. a

20-acre place of refuge for the homeless--
including families with children, women and
men and Wayfarers' House in Elkton, MD--a
residence for women and women with
children; and George Porter House in Elkton,
a transitional home for women and men. The
herbs are grown and processed at Clairvaux
Farm and packaged at Wayfarers' House for
the benefit of all who are part of the
continuing community. Your purchase of this
product contributes directly toward the end of
homelessness.

"If there is one thing | could give to the struggling people of the world it would be
self-reliance. Everyone deserves the dignity of providing for themselves and
their families...” a quote by Walter Cronkite.



350 Years More

One of the goals of the Mission and Outreach committee is to see how we can
invite our friends and members of our community to become a part of our
church. On a Saturday morning in September, | went to a lecture at 1st and
Central Presbyterian Church to listen to a lecture given by Diana Butler Bass, the
author of Christianity for the Rest of Us--How the Neighborho  od Church is
Transforming the Faith . This book is based on research that she conducted
with 50 congregations throughout the United States. In her words, "The 50
congregations involved in my study were not usually the largest in their towns---
Rather they were solid, healthy churches that exhibited ways of living with
passion and purpose." These were moderate, mainline congregations that she
felt the media was not paying enough attention to or giving much press to either.
She expressed concern that the only articles she could find were about
conservative, evangelical Protestantism and that they did not convey the truth
about religious practice in America. As she wryly commented, "There is not a
one-party religion in America."

Of greater interest, though, was her explanation of the 10 practices of vital
mainline denominations that are listed below. "Lots of churches do struggle, she
says. Some are closing. But there are remarkable pockets of vitality pointing the
way to renewal." The good news is that you don't have to have all these
practices in play at once. Look at your church honestly, develop the practices
you already have working for you, and add new practices when you can. This
study was funded by the Lilly Endowment.

1) "Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space where change
can take place," say renowned Catholic priest and writer Henri Nouwen. An
overarching welcoming spirit of hospitality ranked as one of the strongest
practices.

2) Discernment, listening for truth with one's heart, is a church process, not just
a personal one. A perilous and enlivening practice that involves self-criticism,
guestions and risk.

3) Healing that is not flaky or idiosyncratic is a key theme in contemporary
spirituality, growing more dominant as the population ages.



4) Silence, meditation and contemplation have new followings. Many churches
practice silence at board meetings, prayer meetings, Bible Studies, labyrinth
walks, yoga classes and discernment groups.

5) Testimony is among the most democratic and empowering of practices. It's
a way for everyday Christians to attest to what early Christians knew--the
transformative power of God.

6) Diversity is celebrated. Christians elevate unity-in-diversity and seek to
avoid shunning, schism, crusades, heresy trials and religious warfare.

7) Justice is a spirit of fairness that seeks to engage the powers that be,
transforming the "inner spirit" of systems of injustice, violence and exclusion.
Justice is sought through the linking of hands-on service, mission and activism.

8) Worship need not be a subject of warfare of contemporary vs. traditional
ways. The enlivening approach is to discover how people can "experience God"
together.

9) Reflection is a means of engaging heart and mind, not pitting them against
each other. Emerging churches are not afraid to question the gap between
human knowledge and God. It is an essential part of the pilgrimage.

10) Beauty is a faith practice, though it has not always been the strong suit of
Protestantism, which has struggled between the poles of rationalism and
mysticism, with rationalism often winning. Creativity has a new place of honor in
churches today.

-Gary Soulsman, News Journal

In the year 2007 we will be celebrating 350 years of witnessing for Christ. We
have a proud history of faith and service, but we must also look to our future so
we can enjoy "350 Years More." Look over this list carefully. Where are our
strengths and what are our weaknesses? Talk with Nancy or a deacon or an
elder about serving on a committee. How exciting it would be for our church
family to initiate a "pocket of vitality pointing the way to renewal" and what a
legacy it will be for our future generations.

-Janet Spring CoChair Mission and Outreach



WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Celebration of the 350th Anniversary of the New Castle Presbyterian Church will
officially begin on January 1, 2007. There will be a great variety of weekly and
monthly activities. For my part, | will be writing a series of historical articles, such
as how the church and its worship have changed over the years, and
biographical sketches of some of the deceased ministers and members who
were shakers and movers in the life of the congregation. | am also hoping to
gather stories from our own personal church experiences.

When people are talking about old times, invariably they will start a story by
saying, "I Remember When" and go on from there. | hope every person in the
congregation, young and old, will share at least one or more such memories.
They may be a sentence or two, or a paragraph, but no more than a page in
length. As an example, the following story is based on a short conversation | had
some time ago with the late Frances Gebhart Dunlap:

"l became a member of the New Castle Presbyterian Church when | was
twelve years old, and my husband and | were married in the brownstone church
building in September 1930. | remember that it was a beautiful building inside
and there was a red carpet. The pastor, Dr. William Drysdale Gibson, performed
the ceremony. No pictures were made of our ceremony because the Elders
would not allow pictures to be made inside the building. The Elders were very
straitlaced back then."

Some Memory Prodders for your stories:

Former Sunday school teachers, former pastors, elders, deacons, trustees,
youth groups, women's groups, or some of the members you especially
remember; amusing stories, picnics, trips, special events or projects, Christmas
time; "outside" speakers, the brownstone church building, demolishing the
brownstone, building the Christian education building, restoration of the meeting
house, life in the manse; the New Castle Antiques Show, weddings, funerals,
paintings in the CE building, tennis courts behind the meeting house, etc., etc.
Anything goes!!

| NEED YOUR STORY — Jot it down, or call me if you like (328-7273) and |
will edit it and get your approval before it is published.
Thank you, Herb Pratt



350" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
DECEMBER 2006 THROUGH DECEMBER 2007

The 350" Anniversary Mission Project:

The congregation will be partnering with Calvary Presbyterian Church on
Maryland Avenue and with the Friendship House in Wilmington to assist them in
creating a Level Il homeless shelter for men in a house owned by Calvary
Presbyterian Church.

DECEMBER 2006

On Saturday, December 9, 2006 as part of the Spirit of Christmas historical
items will be displayed in cases in the CE Building and commemorative
items will be for sale. The Anniversary Quilt will be on display. The outside
banner announcing the 350" anniversary of the church will be displayed
and the pamphlet highlighting the history of the church and announcing the
350" Anniversary Celebration will be available.

On Sunday Evening, December 31, 2006, at 5:30 p.m., there will be a New
Year’'s Eve Progressive Dinner followed by a Church Service where the
350™ Anniversary Quilt will be installed on the balcony in the Meeting
House.

JANUARY 2007

Historical vignettes will begin appearing in the Church Newsletter each
month and historical vignettes will appear in the Church Bulletin two times a
month.

On Sunday, January 7, 2007 at the 11:00 a.m. service, the congregation
will sing the new hymn by the Rev. Carolyn Gillette of Limestone
Presbyterian Church, written especially for the 350" Anniversary
Celebration.

FEBRUARY 2007

On Sunday Morning, February 4, 2007 at the 11:00 p.m. service, there will
be a special emphasis on the music and the church service format as it
would have occurred in the Meeting House in the 1600s.

On Sunday Evening, February 25, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting House
there will be a seminar on the history of Protestantism in the 17 and 18"
centuries with speaker Carol Hoffecker, a retired history professor from the
University of Delaware. Following the presentation refreshments will be
served in the C.E. Building.



MARCH 2007
* On Sunday Evening, March 18, 2007 at 6:00 p.m., there will be a special
Family Night Supper and program. The Program will include an interview
with Ralph Johnson and others on their memories of the history of the New
Castle Presbyterian Church.

APRIL 2007

* On Sunday Morning, April 22, 2007 at the 11:00 a.m. service our new
anthem by Michael Larkin of the NewArk Chorale, written especially for the
350™ Anniversary Celebration, will be presented.

* On Sunday Evening April 22, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. there will be a second
seminar on the history of Presbyterianism locally with speaker Russ
McCabe, Director of the Delaware State Archives. Following the
presentation refreshments will be served in the C.E. Building.

MAY 2007
* On Saturday, May 19, 2007 during a “Day in Old New Castle” historical
items will be on display in cases in the CE Building, commemorative items
will be for sale and our Meeting House will be open for tours.
* On Tuesday, May 22, 2007 from 9:30 a.m. the New Castle Presbyterian
Church will host the May meeting of the New Castle Presbytery which has
been in existence for 300 years.

JUNE 2007

* On Saturday, June 9, 2007 during the “Separation Day” activities our
Meeting House will be open for tours and information on the 350"
Anniversary celebration will be available.

* On Sunday Evening, June 3, 2007, there will be a third seminar on
historical issues. Bill Quillen, retired Superior Court Judge will talk about
the life of Judge George Gray a New Castle resident who was a candidate
for nomination for the office for President of the United States at the
Democratic National Convention in the early 1900’s. Following the
presentation refreshments will be served in the C.E. Building.

* On Sunday Morning, June 10, 2007, following the 10:00 a.m. worship
service the church will celebrate its 350" Birthday with a picnic complete
with a cake, balloons and games.



JULY and AUGUST 2007
e On Sunday Morning, July 1, 2007 at our 10:00 a.m. service, there will be a
special emphasis on the music and the church service format as it would
have occurred in the Meeting House in 1776.
« There will be a 350" Anniversary Mission project for the Church youth.

SEPTEMBER 2007
* On Sunday Evening, September 23, 2007 at 6:00 p.m., there will be a

special Family Night Supper and program. The program will focus on the
renovations in 1950 to our historic Meeting House.

OCTOBER 2007
* On Sunday Morning, October 14, 2007, there will be a special emphasis on
the music and the church service format as it would have occurred in the
Meeting House in the 1800s.
* On Sunday Morning, October 21, 2007, following the 11:00 a.m. worship
service there will be a tour of our historic Cemetery (located behind
Gambacorta’s car dealership).

NOVEMBER 2007

« On Sunday Evening, November 11, 2007, we will celebrate our 350"
Anniversary with a banquet and special program at Wilmington College.
Past and present members, former pastors and community leaders will be
invited.

* On Thursday Morning, November 22, 2007, at 8:00 a.m. in the morning we
will celebrate Thanksgiving with a breakfast and a special showing of the
Reverend Ralph Johnson’s Thanksgiving program.

DECEMBER 2007

* On Saturday December 8, 2007 “Spirit of Christmas” there will be a display
of historical items in the display cases in the CE Building and
commemorative items will be for sale.

* On Sunday Morning, December 30, 2007, at 11:00 a.m. there will be a
special concluding church service where the congregation will remember
the past and celebrate the future including the singing of our 350th
Anniversary hymn and anthem.

* On Monday Evening, December 31, 2007, at 5:30 p.m. we will hold a New
Year's Eve Progressive Dinner followed by a church service closing out our
year of Celebration.



An ldea for Christmas

Barb Kuzmarski passes along this fine idea for celebrating the holy season of
Christ’s love: instead of Christmas cards one year, give what you would have
spent to your favorite mission project. Our 350" Mission Project would be a fine
ministry to receive your contribution: Calvary House Homeless Shelter for Men.

Coffee Project

We've added to our line of coffees by popular demand! The newest shipment will
now include:

Tanzanian Jubilee $5.00 ea. / $30.00 case

Café Salvador $5.00 ea. / $30.00 case
Columbian drip $5.50 ea. / $33.00 case
Columbian wholebean $5.50 ea. / $33.00 case
Columbian Decaf drip $6.00 ea. / $36.00 case

Columbian Decaf whole$6.00 ea. / $36.00 case

Hazelnut Creme $5.75 ea. / $34.00 case
French Vanilla $5.75 ea. / $34.00 case
Toffee Caramel $5.75 ea. / $34.00 case
Hot Cocoa $4.00 can
Tea (6 varieties) $4.00 box

Purchase coffee in Pastor Nancy’s office. If you pay by check, make out to: New
Castle Presbyterian Church, with “coffee project” on the memo line.



Donate a Frozen Turkey

If you earn credit for a free turkey this fall please consider donating that free
turkey to a Christmas Food Basket project being organized by the Newark Area
Welfare Committee. Beverly Stoudt is co-chairperson of this large undertaking.
Approximately 320 families and senior citizens will receive a week’s worth of non-
perishable food on Saturday December 16. Each basket also will be
accompanied by a frozen turkey for Christmas dinner.

Many grocery stores are offering bargain prices and offers of free turkeys before
Thanksgiving. And, some companies give their employees a free turkey for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. If you have accumulated credit or expect a gift of a
turkey and do not want it, please consider giving it to our Christmas Food Basket
project.

We will need your donated turkey by Saturday Dec. 16 . If you plan to have one
please call Beverly Stoudt at 368-9354 who will arrange for pick up and storage.
We have a facility that will store as many turkeys as we can get. If you would like
to bring it along to any Sunday church service that would be wonderful and
hopefully easy for your family.

If you want to purchase a turkey and donate it we will be very grateful.
Remember the prices are much better before Thanksgiving than after.

We will pledge a turkey.
We will bring our donated turkey to church.
We do not have space to store a turkey and will

need to have our donated turkey picked up.

Please call our family at

Thank you for consider this loving project and taking the time to secure a frozen
turkey.

Beverly Stoudt (368-9354)
Newark Area Welfare Committee
P.O. Box 951, Newark, DE 19715



350" Anniversary Support

The 350™ committee is continuing their fund raising by offering our members and
friends a replica of the original meeting house. It was produced by the Cat’s
Meow and the price is $20. We will continue to offer Christmas tree balls at $15
and note paper at $10 per package. Please support our many endeavors for our
2007 birthday year by purchasing one or all of these offerings

WE NEED YOUR HELP

The Spirit of Christmas is successful because of the wonderful support
from every member of the church. We need volunteers to help setup, greet and
host the hundreds of visitors that come each yeatr.

We also need homemade crafts and Christmas ornaments, seasonal home
decorations, cooks for homemade soup and breads, all your favorite books, and
cookie makers for the free refreshment stand.

We hope you can help once again this year. If you can provide one of the
needs, please give either of us a call, send us an e-mail or simply sign up on one
of the volunteer pages in the Christian Education Building.

Let us know how you can help make The Spirit of Christmas in 2006.

Thank you for supporting the Spirit of Christmas,

Susan and Irv Lipp,

Co-Chairs of the Spirit of Christmas
(302) 652 5712
iIrvapr@comcast.net
smksml@comcast.net

Now Hear This!

Clean out your bookshelves! Support our annual Spirit of Christmas book sale!
Bring those books you don’t need (especially children’s  books) to the Christian
Education Building foyer no later than Friday, December 8". A large box will be
waiting for you!

Soup and Bread Makers for Spirit of Christmas

There are sign-up sheets in the C. E. building waiting for your name! We will
need your delicious fresh homemade soup and bread to sell on December 9th.
Containers will be provided toward the end of November. If you have any
guestions, please call Mary Pratt at 328-7273.



An Afternoon of Family Fun!

Visit the MUTTER MUSEUM
At the College of Physicians in Philadelphia

(This is a museum of medical oddities and pathachlgi
specimens — it should be great fun!)

Sunday, November 12"

Join us for lunch after worship - then we'll
carpool to the Museum

Admission Cost for the Museum:
Adults: $12.00 (pay at the door)
Student rates are discounted - as well adults may be if we
get a large enough group to attend.

Sign Up in the CE Building
Hope to see many of you therel!

Questions?? Please see Amy Selheimer

(368-8639)



Calvary Presbyterian Church
Maryland Avenue & Boxwood Road

A Dickenc of 2
Fotiday Baraar

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 4to8PM
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 9 AMto 2 PM

SPAGHETTI DINNER

Friday evening 5 to 7 PM

LUNCH

Saturday 11 AM to 2 PM

KIDS CREATIVITY SHOP
PENNIES FROM HEAVEN
SILENT AUCTION
ATTIC TREASURES
CRAFTS
HOMEMADE SOUP
BAKE SHOP

FOOD, FUN and LOTS MORE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Proceeds benefit Handicap Access Project

,A




A Night of Family Fun!
Quigley’'s Hay Ride
Friday, November 10™
6:00 - 8:00 PM

CE Committee will supply the sodas, hot dogs,
and the fixings for S'mores.
Please bring roasting sticks and a snack to sharel

Cost: $5.00 per family

If you have not yet signed up, see Amy Selheimer ASAP!
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New Castle Presbyterian Church NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

25 E. 2" Street U.S. POSTAGE PAID
New Castle, DE 19720 NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE
Phone: (302) 328-3279 Permit No. 36

Fax: (302) 328-5670
E-Mail: ncpcl651@verizon.net
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Address Change
Requested

The New Castle Presbyterian Church has a new e-mail address:
ncpcles5l@verizon.net

Contact: The Rev. Nancy Rowland at:
ncpcpastor@verizon.net

Next Newsletter Deadline is December 27, 2006 .



