
New Castle Presbyterian Church 
25 E 2nd Street, New Castle, DE  19720 

Phone: (302) 328-3279 I Email: office@newcastlepreschurch.org 

www.newcastlepreschurch.org 

 

Our Mission 
 

New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community 

where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service 

as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance. 

 

By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen 

Christ, as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness. 

We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;  

and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst. 

 

As a congregation and in cooperation with others,  

we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world. 

We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters 

while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ. 

 

As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others 

with this good news of grace and joy.  



Welcome to New Castle Presbyterian Church! 
Whether you are worshiping with us in-person or joining via livestream, 

we gather today as a community of faith, seeking and serving the God 

we know in Jesus Christ. May this worship service remind you that you 

are Godôs own and that together we are called to live out Godôs way of 

love, justice and peace. 

For folks joining us for in-person worship, 
Please take basic COVID precautions with us. Masks are encouraged 

but not required in the Meeting House and Education building. 

Restrooms are located in the Education Building, at the far end of the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Sunday School and Nursery will be offered today. Children are 

invited to begin in worship; worship bags are available at the entrance. 

Following the Scripture Conversation, babies through four-year-olds 

may go to nursery; children ages five through eleven may go to Sunday 

School. All children must have an information form on file. Please see 

an usher for a copy of the form or if you have any questions.  

At the end of worship, please join us for Coffee Hour in the Fellowship 

Hall.  

A little help  - Please see an usher to receive any assistance, including a 

personal seat cushion.  

Worship ñcodeò: * = please stand if able   bold = all speak together 

Gentle Reminders: 

Please turn off all cell phones.  

Parking spaces on Second Street in front of the Meeting House are for 

handicapped parking only. 

Please put your bulletins in the basket at the door as you leave ï we 

recycle! 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. ï 12:30 p.m. 

    Pastor Miriamôs day of rest is on Mondays. 



New Castle Presbyterian Church 

Baptism of the Lord 

 

January 8, 2023 10:30 a.m. 

 

GATHER IN GODôS NAME 
Prelude            I Am Thine, O Lord   arr. Lloyd Larson 

      Bethany Faiz - Piano 

 

Welcome & Words about The Life and Work of the Church 

Greeting of Peace 

 As Jesus greeted his disciples, so let us greet one another:  

 The peace of Christ be with you! 

 And also with you! 

Please wave at your neighbors and extend Christôs greeting, 

ñPeace be with youò. 

Steeple Bell   

Choral Introit  

                        

Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 139) 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

In our baptisms, God claims us and names us Beloved. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up. 

In our baptisms, Christ joins us to himself and to one another. 

You search out my path and are acquainted with all my ways. 

In our baptisms, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon us. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; lead me in the way everlasting. 

Let us remember our baptism and give thanks to God! 

  

  



*Hymn #409  God Is Here! 

 
  



 
 

 

  



Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession  

O God, you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. You claim us and call us; you support us and uphold us; 

you save us and free us from our sin. 

Yet we turn and run the other direction, giving up our part in your 

story, expecting others to shoulder responsibility, and denying our 

impact on the earth and our neighbors.  

Forgive us. Meet us at the water again, that we might know we belong to 

youé (Time for silent prayer.)  

 

Assurance of Pardon  

Let us proclaim the Good News together: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 

 

*Response #582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

World without end, without end.  Amen. (sing 3x) 

As it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

    Copyright Paul M. Vasile, used by permission 

 

  



PROCLAIM GODôS WORD 
Anthem   The Lord Came Down to the River        Pepper Chaplin 

  Bethany Faiz - Piano 
When the Lord came down to the river to be baptized by John, the Holy Spirit led the way.  

When he came up from the water, he saw the heavens open wide as he heard a voice from 

heaven come to say: "This is my Son in whom I am well-pleased.  This is my Son who comes 

to follow me." Then a dove from heaven came down and there was glory all around.  And the 

Spirit led the way as the Lord began his ministry that day.  Now another comes to the water 

to be baptized today.  The Holy Spirit leads the way. As we gather by the water, God's 

blessings shower down and now the Holy Spirit seems to say: This is my child in whom I am 

well pleased.  This is my child who comes to follow me.  And my Spirit will come down, my 

love and power will surround.  And I will lead the way as this child begins a life of faith 

today. Now another comes to the water, and the Spirit leads the way. 

 
Prayer for Illumination  

Holy One, in the waters of the Jordan, you claimed Jesus as your 

beloved Son. Send your Holy Spirit to anoint us, that we may be filled 

with your grace and live as your beloved children; in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Scripture Lesson          Jonah 1:1-17        Page: OT 859 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Scripture Conversation with Children   
 

Sermon    ñThe Lord Is Graciousò 

 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 

 Offertory  Come, Holy Spirit, Dove Divine arr. Cindy Berry 

     Bethany Faiz - Piano 

  *Response #607 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise Christ, all people here below; 

  Praise Holy Spirit evermore. 

  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 



*Prayer of Dedication 

God of all the nations, you are the Lord who calls your people to 

righteousness. In your love for your creation, you sent your Son to be 

baptized among sinners. May we, who have been baptized in his name, 

never turn away from the world, but reach out in love to all our 

neighbors. Through these offerings, may your covenantal light shine 

hope this day. Amen. 

 

Communion and Prayers of the People 

 Invitation 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lordôs Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Partaking 

Prayer 

 

  



GO IN GODôS NAME 

 

*Hymn #22  God of the Sparrow

  


