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“The Savior is everything for everyone everywhere:
Bread for the hungry, water for the thirsty, resurrection for the dead, a physician for the sick,
redemption for the sinner…”
- Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, 4th century
At this stage of the pandemic, scientists have found that masks work well to catch
respiratory droplets and decrease the spread of this airborne virus. But wearing a mask
can make communication more challenging, requiring a louder speaking voice and
clearer enunciation. Masks make it harder to identify another person’s emotions, and
for people with hearing difficulties, masks make it impossible to read lips. When talking
with a mask on, I find myself speaking with more gesticulations, and I already talked
with my hands! This pandemic has shifted our communication patterns in broader ways
too, as we socialize and work and worship over online platforms. These changes raise
the question: how are we also shifting the ways that we share the Good News of
Christ?
Christ is everything for everyone everywhere. Cyril’s bold, encompassing language
captures the incredibleness of Christ. Jesus proclaimed that he was the resurrection
and the life, and his actions affirmed their truths. From abundant hillside feasts to
encounters in passing, he blessed all around him with his healing power. The woman
with the hemorrhage of blood touched his cloak and was healed; Jesus miraculously
fed over 5,000 people when even the disciples thought it couldn’t be done. In these
times, even as we limit our personal encounters and avoid crowds of 5,000 people,
Christ is inviting us to rethink what our model for compassionate ministry looks like.
Each Sunday in August, we’ll be exploring how we as a church are living out
Christ’s work of caring. From our Guatemalan mission partnership to our mentoring
work with local elementary schools, members of NCPC’s mission team and other
guests will share about how our ministries have shifted and grown in the midst of this
pandemic. The pandemic has changed our routines, practices, and rhythms. And yet,
our call to share the Good News of Christ remains: may we have compassion for the
needs of others and bring healing in Christ’s name. Join us in worship as we encounter
Christ’s saving grace together!
In the love of Christ,
Pastor Miriam

ANNOUNCING THE NEWS OF THE SOON TO BE PARENTS!
Please join us in celebrating some exciting news!
Over the past several weeks, Pastor Miriam and her husband, Steven,
have been sharing this development with family and friends, and now it is
time to share more broadly: Pastor Miriam and Steven are pregnant! The baby is 13
weeks along and is due January 29.
Pastor Miriam reports that it has been a smooth pregnancy so far, with no morning
sickness but lots of fatigue. Overall, she has been feeling great. The
Foltzs are very excited, and they're looking forward to this next chapter
of their lives in New Castle!
As the angels proclaimed that Christmas Eve, "Glory to God in heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom God favors!"

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL RECAP
Our first-ever virtual VBS happened from July 12-16 with the theme "Origin Story." Our
daily Scripture Readings helped us to remember that as Christians, we are... loved,
called, courageous, joyful, and caring!
During the week, families received daily emails with the pre-recorded Scripture
readings, music, and activities with our theme. Here are a few pictures of our Day 3
cape-making activity to remind us that like Ruth and Naomi, we are courageous!
Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped read, record music, design graphics and
pdfs, put together the physical mailings, and so much more. Here's to VBS 2021!

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS
Our Worship Committee congratulates the valiant effort made by our congregation in
taking on the challenge of learning and using new technologies on your computers,
phones, iPads, and laptops these past months. Each time we tune in and turn on to a
Zoom meeting or service on You-Tube we gain confidence and reduce anxiety.
Practice makes it less scary, we become smoother, and tech words are more familiar.
The bulletin for each Sunday’s YouTube service gives us the wonderful words to three
hymns which give us cause for hope, reflection, praise, and joy. Each day’s scripture
is printed entirely. Along with the prayers, they are available for
cutting out and pasting on cupboard doors. We have seen videos of
our precious Meeting House and the growth and flowering of our
church yard from leafless trees and empty gardens to the colorful
rebirth of bulbs, hydrangeas, black-eyed susans, and leafed out green
trees ready to provide shade and cover. Kudos to Miriam’s cousin,
Jordan, for his steady hand on the video camera and artistic eye. We
can dwell on close ups and appreciate the panoramas of our church
home while we are separated from each other.
Thank you Bethany, Eileen, Minerva, and bell ringers, Ellie and Rachel for bringing
God’s Word to live in our souls and spirits through your music. (No one is bothered if
we sing along with you.) Getting to see and hear Miriam’s delightful children’s chats
and rich sermons has fed our spiritual lives and encouraged us to look beyond our
sequestered selves and do service for our neighbors and pray for others as we work
“…to feed Christ’s flock.” We can also go back and check to see what other “prodding”
suggestions Miriam has given us each week.
Did you decorate for Christmas In July? String any lights or garland? What drink or
cracker did you use for communion to remember Christ’s body and great gift to us?
Communion will return in September. Begin thinking about what juice, wine, or juice
box to use as we remember Christ’ blood shed for us. Prepare to have a bread,
pretzel, gluten free cookie, or starch to represent Christ’s body broken for us.
More big news for September. We will be able to view virtual, live services from our
sanctuary using the newly installed video equipment!
Good for you for asking for help to find out how to mute or unmute, turn on your video
device, and come to a Zoom gathering. We can do this all “in real time.” Continue to
step up in courage to participate in weekly services via this technology, which can be
challenging to many of us. Keep trying and know that our loving God is right beside
us. Listen for the guidance of His Holy Spirit.

Upcoming Sunday Worship Services:
Sunday Home Worship (on YouTube) this month will have a different mission focus each
week:
8/2 - PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer Program
8/9 - Guest Preacher Winona Holy, UD Campus Minister
8/16 - Guatemalan Partnership with Mission Committee Members
*Zoom fellowship on August 16 at 11:30 a.m.
8/23 - Feeding Ministries with Mission Committee Members
8/30 - It's Elementary: Assisting our Area Schools with Mission Committee Members
*Zoom fellowship on August 30 at 11:30 a.m.
Also, mark your calendars: On September 6, we'll gather for worship with communion via
zoom, and we will ordain and install our new deacons and elders that Sunday!
MISSION & OUTREACH
Your generosity helps light the world! Emergency food kits are being delivered in
Guatemala as we speak!
Since launching this initiative in May, the New Castle Presbytery's Guatemala Project has
received an unprecedented level of support that quickly surpassed our original goal of
providing 300 food kits to families in need. We are truly grateful to those of you who
contributed to this project. We also want to recognize the exceptional work of our incountry partners: CEDEPCA and the Association of Mam Christian Women for
Development.
Without their dedication and coordination, this project would
not be possible. Strict travel restrictions and disrupted food
supply chains in Guatemala have made the logistics of this
program very difficult. But these two non-profit organizations
are used to working collaboratively and were able to meet the
challenge seamlessly and safely, resulting in each Association family receiving a food kit.
In addition to these food kits, which will feed a family of five for one month, many women
are also receiving egg-laying chickens that will provide a sustainable source of protein for
their families during the next year.
To see a video showing food kits being delivered (and the bonus of 3 chickens!) go to
https://ncpguatemala.com/ and click on the Covid-19 tab. You can also keep track of the
project by subscribing to the email list to receive project updates, announcements, other
news, or to donate, a great way to stay involved in this international mission project that
we support.
Food Pantry Collection: The Food Pantry at St. Peter's need canned meats such
as Spam and Vienna sausages. Chef Boyardee products are very
popular, cereal, snacks for kids (cookies, Pop-Tarts®, peanut butter, etc.,) They
have enough veggies, soup and tuna at the moment.
The Mission and Outreach Committee will sponsor a "drive through" collection at the CE
building on Sunday, August 23 from 11am - noon. Drop off your contributions and say hello
in a masked, socially distanced way!

PASTOR MIRIAM & KRIS’ VACATION
Pastor Miriam will take vacation….
August 3 – August 9
Nona Holy will preach on August 9
Kris will take vacation….
August 5 – August 10
August 21– August 24

Office will be covered remotely
Office will be covered remotely

COFFEE AVAILABLE
Looking to bring that feel of fellowship/coffee hour to your living room? We
have those great coffee packets available for you. You can get them in
decaf or regular for $1 a pillow pack. We really don’t want to see them go
to waste sitting in our lonely kitchen. Contact the office to pick them up at
the door. Kris will have them ready for you and you can leave a check or
cash in an envelope on the white bench.

August Birthdays and Anniversaries
Avery Shaw, 8/1
Patti Isaacs-Hansen, 8/1
Tony Reilly, 8/4
George Spock, 8/4
Doug Esham, 8/6
Kathy Graham, 8/6
Alex Barry, 8/7
Rod Denison, 8/8
Juliann Barry, 8/15
Miranda Matthews, 8/16

Christine Collins, 8/18
Mae Anderson, 8/18
Shirley Knox, 8/20
Ray Snyder, 8/23
Salina Brett, 8/24
Gail Seitz, 8/24
Robert Swick, 8/26
Daniel Knox, 8/27
Michael Armstrong, 8/28

Kelly Koczak-McCurdy & Peter McCurdy, 8/6
Cynthia Robbins & Steve Martin, 8/7
Pat & Dave Taylor, 8/9
Patti Isaacs-Hansen & Allen Hansen, 8/11
Carol & Gene Mayhew, 8/15
Molly & David Shaw, 8/31

Meals on Wheels
HELP! We need Meals on Wheels delivery people for 2020. Call Susan Flook at
328-7346 if you are interested. Substitutes needed, too. No weekend
deliveries. Thanks. Consider this as your call in Christ!
Our next delivery will be August 31-September 4. If anyone is interested in delivering
meals to shut-in Seniors in the New Castle area, please contact the office at 302-3283279.
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Monthly Report
Look here each month for a statistical report on the life of the congregation:
Membership:
June ............................................................................................... 154
Decrease by death of Phoebe Dill, June 26 .................................. -1
July ................................................................................................ 153
Income thru 06/30/20:
2020 Budget: ................................................................... $143,330.00
2020 Actual: .................................................................... $134,491.00
Expenses thru 06/30/20:
2020 Budget: ................................................................... $133,267.00
2020 Actual: ..................................................................... $121,239.00
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