New Castle Presbyterian Church

25 E 2nd Street, New Castle, DE 19720
Phone: (302) 3282791 Email: office@newcastlepreschurch.org
www.newcastlepreschurch.org
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Our Mission

New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive atamchunity
where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service
as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance.

By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen
Christ, as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness.

We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;
and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst.

As a congregation and in cooperation with others,

we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world.
We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters

while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ.

As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others
with this good news of grace and joy.



Welcome to New Castle Presbyterian Church!

Whether you are worshiping with userson or joining via livestream,
we gather today as a community of faith, seeking and serving the God
we know in Jesu€hrist. May this worship service remind you that you
are Gododés own and that together
love, justice and peace.

For folks joining us for in-person worship,

A little help - Please see an usher to receive any assistance, including a
personal seat cushion.

Restroomsare located in the Education Building, at the far end of the
Fellowship Hall.

Sunday School and Nursery will be offered todayChildren are

invited to begin in worshipyorship bags are available at the entrance.
Following the Scripture Conversation, babies through-f@arolds

may go to nursery; children agéndergarten through™grademay go

to Sunday School. All children must have an information form on file.
Please see an usher for a copy of the form or if you have any questions.
If your family needs to step out of the Meeting House for a time, there is
a |litvestream feed and Apray grou

At the end of worship, please join ufor Coffee Hour in the Fellowship
Hall.

Wor s hi p *&Fpleaseestand if ablebold = all speak together

Gentle Reminders:
Please turn off all cell phones.
Parking spaces on 2nd Street in front of the Meeting House are for
handicapped parking only
Please put your bulletins in the blue recycle can at the door as you
leavel we recycle!
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.mi 12:30 p.m.
Pastor Miriambébs day of rest is




New Castle Presbyterian Church
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 1,72023 10:30 a.m

GATHER I N GOD0OS NAME

Bell Prelude Celebration No. 4 Michael R. Keller
Celebration Ringers

Welcome & Words about The Life and Work of the Church
Greeting of Peace

As Jesus greeted his disciples, so let us greet one another:

The peace of Christ be with you!

And also with you!

Pl ease wave at your neighbors
AnPeace be with youo.

Steeple Bell
Choral Introit

Call to Worship
This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
The Lord gives justice to the oppressed and lifts ugltventrodden.
The Lord forgives us and redeems us.
The Lord crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.
Let us worship the One who is worthy of our praise!
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*Hymn #619
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Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
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1 Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; glad of heart your
2 Praise God for the grace and fa - vor shown our fore-bears
3 Like a lov-ing par-ent car - ing, God knows well our
4 An - gels, teach us ad - o - ra - tion; you be - hold God
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car - ols raise; ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv - en,
in dis - tress; God is still the same for - ev - er
fee - ble frame, glad - ly all our bur-dens Dbear-ing,
face to face. Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion,
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who, like  me, should sing God’s praise? Al - le - lu - ia!
slow to chide, and swift to bless. Al - le - lu - ial
still to count-less years the same. Al -le - lu - ial
dwell - ers all in time and space: Al -le - lu - ial
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Al - le - 1lu - ia! Praise the Mak - er all  your days!
Al - le - lu - ial Sing our Mak-er’s faith-ful - ness!

Al -le - lu - ial All  with - in  me, praise God’s name!
Al - le - 1lu - ial Praise with us the God of grace!
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This adaptation of an older paraphrase of Psalm 103 (see no. 620) is informed by an awareness that much of
the received language of religious traditions enshrines social values that obscure the goodness of God, which
far transcends all our labels and categories and hierarchies.

TEXT: Henry Francis Lyte, 1834; adapt. Ecumenical Women's Center, 1974

MUSIC: John Goss, 1869

Text Adapt. © 1974 Ecumenical Women's Center

LAUDA ANIMA
8.7.8.7.8.7



Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

God of justice and mercy, we admit we have double standards. We
seek forgiveness for ourselves, but fail to forgive others. We seek
relief for ourselves, but fail to seek relief for others. We seek
leniency for ourselves, but fail to show that mercy to otrs.

Forgive us, mighty God, and helpus to forgive, showing others the
same grace and mercy that you ha
(Time for silent prayer.)

Assurance of Pardon

Let us proclaim the Good News together:

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

*Response #582
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning,
Is now and ever shalbe. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen. (sing 3x)
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be. Amen.
Copyright Paul M. Vasile, used by permission

PROCLAI M GOD6S WORD

Anthem The Giftof Love Hal Hopson
Bethany Faiz Piano

Though | may speak with bravest fire, And have the gift to all inspire,

And have not love, my words are vain, As sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
Though | may give all | possess, And striving so my love profess,

But not be given by love within, The profit soon turns strangely thin.

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, Our spirits long to be made whole.

Let inward love guide every deed; By this we worship, and are freed.



Scripture Conversation with Children

Prayer for lllumination

O God of deliverance, guide us by your Word and Spirit. In your light,
may we see light. In your truth, may we find freedom. In your will, may
we discover your peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Lesson Psalm 1038-13 Page: OT 554
TheLord is merciful and graciousjow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.
°The Lord will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger
forever.

YGoddoes not deal with us according to our sims repay us
according to our iniquities.

1For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his
steadfast love toward those who fear him;

12as far as the east is from the westfar he removes our
transgressions from us.

13As a father has compassion for hishildren, so theLord has
compassion for those who fear him.

Scripture Lesson Matthew 18:21-22 Page: NT 20
2’Then Peter came and said to hi m,
against me, how often should | forgive? As many as sevierm €?9e3us
sai d to hi m, ANot s ev esavertimeme s , but
This is the Word of the Lordhanks be to God.

Sermon Guess How Muchllove Yourorever and Through



GIVE THANKS TO GOD

Hymn #435 Theredos a Wi deness
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide - ness
2 For the love of God is broad -er than the mea - sures
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of the sea. There’s a kind - ness in God’s jus - tice,
of the mind. And the heart of the E - ter - nal
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which is  more than lib - er - ty. There is no place where earth’s
is most won -der - ful - ly kind. If our lovewere but more
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sor-rows are more felt than up in heaven. There is  no place
faith-ful, we would glad -ly trust God’s Word, and our lives re -
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where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg - ment given.
flect  thanks-giv - ing  for  the good - ness of our Lord.
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These stanzas, excerpted from quite a few more, offer a reminder that the model for our dealings with others

should be God'’s generosity rather than limited human tolerance. The text is effectively set to a broad and
sturdy Dutch folk melody, probably from the 17th century.

TEXT: Frederick William Faber, 1854, alt. IN BABILONE
MUSIC: Dutch melody; arr. Julius Rontgen, c. 1906 8.7.8.7.D
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Offerings of Tithes and Gifts
Bell Offertory A Shepher dkKasen UalkeyBuckwalter
Eileen Larkini Keyboard
Celebration Ringers

*Response #607
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore.
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Almighty God, in Christ, we are remnciled to youy andyou call your
church to witnessto your mercy. Send your Holy Spirit to fill our hearts
with your kindness and guide us as your disciples in the world. May
these offerings of our lives and resources proclaim the good news of
your everlasting love.Amen.

Prayers of the People
The Lordobs Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive ourdebtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen



GO I N GODOS NAME

*Hymn #702 Christ Be Beside Me

*Charge and Benediction
Choral Benediction

Steeple Bell

Postlude Rejoice, the Lord is King arr. John Innes
Bethany Faiz Piano

Please remain seated through the Postlude.
As you exit, you may recycle your bulletin in the basket at the door.



