Welcome to New Castle Presbyterian Church!
Whether you are worshiping with us in-person or joining via livestream,
we gather today as a community of faith, seeking and serving the God
we know in Jesus Christ. May this worship service remind you that you
are God’s own and that together we are called to live out God’s way of
love, justice and peace.

For folks joining us for in-person worship,
Please take basic COVID precautions with us. Masks are required
during the whole service, and we ask that you maintain space between
yourself and your neighbors.
Restrooms are located in the Education Building, at the far end of the
Fellowship Hall.
Children are always welcome in worship! If your family needs to step
out of the Meeting House for a time, there is a livestream feed available
in the Fellowship Hall and a volunteer present to assist you.
Worship Bags are available for children at the back of the Meeting
House.
At the end of worship, please exit the building by the Second Street
door and gather for fellowship outside.
A little help - Please see an usher to receive any assistance, including a
personal seat cushion.
Worship “code”: * = please stand if able bold = all speak together
Gentle Reminders:
Please turn off all cell phones.
Parking spaces on Second Street in front of the Meeting House are for
handicapped parking only.
Please put your bulletins in the basket at the door as you leave – we
recycle!
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Pastor Miriam’s day of rest is on Mondays.

New Castle Presbyterian Church
First Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021

10:30 a.m.
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

Prelude

Comfort, Comfort Now My People arr. Larry Shackley
Bethany Faiz - Piano
Welcome & Words about The Life and Work of the Church
Greeting of Peace
As Jesus greeted his disciples, so let us greet one another:
The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
Please wave at your neighbors and extend Christ’s greeting,
“Peace be with you”.
Steeple Bell
*Call to Worship
Cooney/Fouracre Family
We light a candle for peace to burn brightly in our world. His name is
Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God. Father forever, Prince of Peace.
Though our days grow weary and bleak, Christ’s peace brings warmth and
comfort. His name is Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God. Father forever,
Prince of Peace.
God sends a messenger to proclaim, “Prepare the way of the Lord!” We light this
candle to remember that our peace is in Christ, who makes the rough ways
smooth. His name is Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God. Father forever,
Prince of Peace.
As the candle is lit, please join us in singing v. 1 of #86 The People Who Walked in Darkness

The people who walked in darkness awaken to see a great light.
The people who dwelt in the land of the shadow rise to a star shining bright.
His name is Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God,
Father forever, Prince of Peace.
We light this candle to disperse the shadows of sin and death.
Hold fast to peace; Emmanuel is coming!

*Hymn #106

Prepare the Way, O Zion

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Cleansing God, we hear the call to repentance, but we struggle to
respond. A voice tells us to turn around, but we prefer our own ways.
You seek to purify us in love, but we constantly elude your searching
hand. Our sin leads us in other directions, away from you, away from
life. Look with mercy upon us. Clear a place within us so that something
new might be born, something that might return us to the way you have
shown us in Jesus Christ. (time for silent prayer…)
Assurance of Pardon
Let us proclaim the Good News together:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

Response #109 Blest Be the God of Israel, verse 1

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit
prepare the way in our hearts for the coming of your Word, so that
we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Lesson
Malachi 3:1-4
Page: OT 889
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when
he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to
the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Scripture Lesson

Luke 3:1-6

Page: NT 60

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of
the Lord, make his paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth; 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of
God.’”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Scripture Conversation with Children
Celebration of New Members – Lynn and Mike Smith
Welcome
Lynn and Mike, with joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to this
congregation. May God bless this new beginning, as we grow our faith
and live as disciples of Jesus Christ together in this place!

Sermon

“The Pursuit of Peace”

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
Offerings of Tithes and Gifts
Offertory Anthem Light a Candle for Peace
Ruth Elaine Schram
Sarah McCann - Soprano Soloist
Carolyn Hendrix - Cello
Bethany Faiz - Piano
Light a candle for peace; peace to a world lost in night, waiting, hoping,
searching for the light. Say a prayer for peace, and believe that God will provide.
He will touch each of us with the light. Light a candle for peace. Dona nobis
pacem. Grant us peace. In this prayer for peace lives the faith that peace will
begin. May it start in my own heart, as I let Him in. Let His peace come in. Light
a candle for peace. Peace.

*Response #607
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore.
Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation. Through our giving,
may we join in their joyful proclamation as we anticipate the coming of
Jesus Christ our redeemer, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Communion and Prayers of the People
Invitation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Partaking
Prayer

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn #86

The People Who Walked In Darkness

*Charge and Benediction
Steeple Bell
Postlude
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Carolyn Hendrix - Cello
Bethany Faiz - Piano

Lisa Nelson

Please remain seated through the Postlude. As you exit the 2nd Street door, you may recycle your
bulletin in the basket at the door. Join us after worship for Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall.

****
Thank you for serving today:
Worship Leader: Salina Brett
Communion: Susan Flook
Fellowship Hour:

Ushers: Jim & Barbara Whisman
Counters:

Today we remember in the Special Gifts Memorial Case:
Emily V. Fleming
Helen T. Andersen Johnson
1895-1988
1906-1990
TRUSTEE THANK YOU
The Trustees would like to thank everyone who came to the yard clean up yesterday
to assist with the care and maintenance of our historic campus! Everything is
looking wonderful for Spirit of Christmas next week.
SIGN UP TO BE AN USHER OR WORSHIP LEADER
We are in need of ushers and worship leaders starting on December 19! Please sign
up today: https://www.newcastlepreschurch.org/on-line-signups
ADVENT RESOURCES FOR ALL AGES
Advent kits for children and their families are available in the CE Building; it
includes an Advent calendar and create-your-own Advent wreath!
Advent Unbound is an Advent devotional that uses the Poetry Unbound Podcast on
NPR. Tune in via zoom on Thursdays at 2; for the Dec. 9 link, email Pastor Miriam.
SUNDAY SCHOOL – NEXT SUNDAY, DEC.12
Join us after worship for our Advent Songs-Stravaganza! Children will enjoy a short
gathering with story time, singing, and coffee-hour fellowship to celebrate the
Advent season. Bring donations of socks and soup for our Gifts of Love
program. We’ll gather in the Christian Education Building Library on the 2nd floor.
ASSISTANCE NEEDED!
Any able-bodied persons are invited to help move the piano and bell tables after
worship today.
EMMANUEL DINING ROOM – BEYOND BROWNIES!
Join the deacons during coffee hour TODAY for cookie decorating! Our plan is to
donate 200 decorated Christmas Cookies to EDR on December 7, and we need your
help to spread the Christmas cheer.
Music, games, and fun will be had as we gather in the Fellowship Hall.

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS – THIS SATURDAY
Join us today at Noon in the Fellowship Hall for a final planning meeting. We’ll
review the sale of soups and baked goods. (There’s still time to donate items!) We’ll
also coordinate the sale of crafts and volunteers for the CE Building and Meeting
House concerts that day. Contact Steve Martin at martin@udel.edu or (302) 3544428 with any questions. A full schedule of the day’s events (concerts at NCPC,
historic houses and businesses open, and the tree lighting) is available at
https://www.newcastlepreschurch.org/spiritofchristmas.
FUNERAL INFORMATION – JOANNE MCHUGH KNOX
A service for Dan Knox’s mother, Joanne, will be held on Wednesday, December 8
at Doherty Funeral Home at 3200 Limestone Road. The visitation will be 10-11:30,
and Pastor Miriam will lead the funeral service at 11:30. Joanne’s obituary is
available here: https://www.delawareonline.com/obituaries/wnj118516
FUNERAL INFORMATION – BARBARA RANSOM-KUCZMARSKI
A service for NCPC Member Barbara Ransom-Kuczmarski will be held on Friday,
December 10 in the Meeting House. The visitation will be from 10-10:30, and
Pastor Miriam will lead the funeral service at 10:30. Barbara’s obituary is available
here: https://spicermullikin.com/barbara-s-ransom-kuczmarski/
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – SUNDAY, DEC. 19
The Session has called for a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Dec. 19, for the
purpose of reviewing the 2022 Budget as approved by Session and to approve the
pastor’s terms of call for next year. The meeting will begin at end of worship.
LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE – WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22
Join us at 6:30 p.m. in the Meeting House for a Longest Night Service. If you are
looking for Christ's comfort, hope, wholeness, and renewal, join us for this thirtyminute candlelight service as we dwell in the good news of "God with us:
Immanuel."
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES – FRIDAY, DEC. 24
Worship with NCPC on Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.
Our 5 p.m. service will be an interactive service for all ages. (In-person only.)
Our traditional 7:30 service will include musical offerings from the choir.
(Livestream will be available.)

Prayer List:
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,
302-328-7346
Recovering
atsuzieflook@hotmail.com
home:

Continuing Care Homes:
Joan Smith
1519 Rockland Road
Rockland Place, Apt 232
Wilmington, DE 19803

At Home:
Kathy Griffin-Graham
323 Oregon Avenue
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 324-9944

Barbara Quillen
Cokesbury
HealthCare Rm 2010
726 Loveville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

Anita Johnson
726 Loveville Road,
Apartment 703
Hockessin, DE 19707
(302) 239-5139

Mary Pratt
113 E. Main St., Unit 311
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 328-7273

Linda & Doug Twyford
513 East Roosevelt Ave.
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 530-1123

Judy Hentkowski
128 E. 2nd Street
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-8266

Lisa Raker
15 Blue Jay Drive
Newark, DE 19713
(302) 266-7474

Kay Fry
2105 Point Hamlet Street
Newark, DE 19702
(302) 750-4325

Janet Reed
106 Colesbery Drive
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-6749

Mary Duncan
1323 Richard’s Alley
Wilmington, DE 19806
(302) 888-0282

BEST WISHES TO OUR COAST GUARD RECRUIT
SR Spock, George
Recruit Training Company M201
USCG Training Center
1 Munro Avenue
Cape May, NJ 08204-5083

This Week’s Schedule
SUNDAY

12/5
10:30am
11:30am

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
In-Person & Live Stream
Worship & New Members
Coffee Hour + EDR Cookie
Decorating

Tuesday

12/7

9:00am

Thursday

12/9

1:00pm Bible Study

Friday

12/10

Saturday

12/11 10am-5pm

SUNDAY

12/12

10:00am
10:30am

Emmanuel Dining Room Prep

Visitation – Kuczmarski
Memorial Service
Spirit of Christmas

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:30am In-Person & Live Stream
Worship
11:30am Sunday School in Library
11:30am Coffee Hour
12 p.m. Deacons Meeting

All printed music & performances are covered under

New Castle Presbyterian Church
25 E. 2nd Street
New Castle, DE 19720
Phone: (302) 328-3279
Fax: (302) 328-5670
E-mail: office@newcastlepreschurch.org
Pastor E-mail: pastor@newcastlepreschurch.org
Website: www.newcastlepreschurch.org

Rev. Miriam Foltz, Pastor
Kris Krawczyk, Admin. Assistant
Eileen Larkin, Dir. of Music
Dan Knox, Treasurer
Minerva Lermond, Dir. of Handbells
Shirley Knox, Recording Secretary
Bethany Faiz, Accompanist
2022
Kim Beebe
Melissa Boris
Connie Reese
Ray Snyder

SESSION
2023
Candy Dunson
Steve Martin
Beverly Stoudt
Jim Whisman

2024
Rob Barry
Chris Fagles
Greg Fogarty
Scott Selheimer

Session meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month

2022
Connie Bell
Jane Fouracre
Nanette Nichol

DEACONS
2023
Lindy Ballance
Liz Parziale
Conchita Showell

2024
Salina Brett
Susan Fogarty
Sandy Wilson

Deacons meets the 2nd Sunday of the month

2022
Steve Handy
Joan Lioi
Peter McCurdy

TRUSTEES
2023
Dan Dunson
Mary Fontinha
Gail Seitz

2024
Lyn Briggs
Gary Graham
Barbara Whisman

Trustees meet the 3rd Monday every other month (Sept/Nov/Jan/Mar/May)

