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Our Mission 
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community 

where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service 

as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance. 

 

By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen Christ, as 

we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness. 

We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;  

and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst. 

 

As a congregation and in cooperation with others,  

we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world. 

We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters 

while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ. 

 

As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others with this good news of 

grace and joy. 



Welcome to New Castle Presbyterian Church! 
In person and via livestream, we gather as a faith community, seeking and serving the God we know 

in Jesus Christ. May this worship service remind you that you are God’s own and that together we 

are called to live out God’s way of love, justice and peace. 

A little help - Please see an usher to receive any assistance, including a seat cushion.  

Nametags – We encourage everyone to use the nametags available in the Meeting House entrance 

during worship and coffee hour. Please return to their box in Fellowship Hall. 

Restrooms are located in the Education Building, at the far end of the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome in worship! Worship Bags and children’s bulletins are 

available at the back of the Meeting House. If your family needs to step out of the Meeting 

House for a time, there is a livestream feed and “pray ground” in the Fellowship Hall. 

Nursery care will be available following the Scripture Conversation. 

At the end of worship, please join us for Sidewalk Fellowship on 2nd Street.  

Worship “code”: * = please stand if able   bold = all speak together 

 
Prayer List: 
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,  

302-328-7346 suzieflook@hotmail.com or Fran Ginger, 302-994-5988 silverfran@aol.com 

 

Continuing Care Homes / Hospitals:  
    

At Home:    
Kathy Griffin-Graham 

323 Oregon Avenue 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 324-9944 

Anita Johnson 

724 Loveville Road  

HealthCare Rm 2006 

Hockessin, DE 19707 

Jo Viola 

Lodge Lane Assisted Living 

1221 Lodge Ln, Studio 119 

Wilmington, DE 19809 

 

Judy Hentkowski 

128 E. 2nd Street 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 328-8266 

Robert Lindfors 

202 Brylgon Avenue 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 220-7161 

Mary Duncan 

HarborChase of Wilmington 

2004 Shipley Road #1107 

Wilmington, DE 19803 

(302) 482-3547 

 

Fran Gingher 

Lorelton 

2200 W. 4th Street 

Wilmington, DE 19805 

(302) 533-2952 

Nanette Nichol 

242 Wilgus Court 

Middletown, DE 19709 

(302) 545-9256 

  

On Assignment with Coast Guard: On Assignment with Air Force: 
SN George Spock 

1370 Harris Ave 

Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

 James Boyle 

23 Belle's Cove Drive, Apt F  

Poquoson, VA 23622 

mailto:suzieflook@hotmail.com
mailto:silverfran@aol.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1221+Lodge+Lane,+Studio+119+%0D%0A++++++Wilmington,+DE+19809?entry=gmail&source=g
tel:3024648653


New Castle Presbyterian 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

July 26, 2026 10:30 a.m. 

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
Prelude                         Holy God, We Praise Thy Name        arr. Sandra Eithun           

                Bethany Faiz - Piano 

Welcome & Words about The Life and Work of the Church 

Greeting of Peace 

 As Jesus greeted his disciples, so let us greet one another:  

 The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you! 
Please wave at your neighbors and extend Christ’s greeting, “Peace be with you”. 

Steeple Bell   

Call to Worship  (from Psalm 105:1-6) 
O give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name, make known God’s deeds 

among the peoples. 

Sing to God, sing praises to God; tell of all God’s wonderful works. 

Glory in God’s holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

Seek the Lord and God’s strength; seek God’s presence continually. 

Remember the wonderful works God has done, God’s miracles, and the 

judgement God uttered, O offspring of God’s servant Abraham, children of 

Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 

  



*Hymn # 401                            Here in this Place 

 

  



Prayer of Confession  

God of mystery, God of life, we imagine that we are capable judges of power 

and wisdom and goodness.  We trust our own standards; we separate and 

categorize; we mark the performance of others.  We fail to trust your power, 

hidden in all things.  We fail to watch for you.  Gracious God, hidden and 

manifest, transform our withered imaginations until we yield the judgements 

we trust to a love we cannot control.  Amen.  (Time for silent prayer.)  

 

*Response #582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

World without end, without end.  Amen. (sing 3x) 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 
     Copyright Paul M. Vasile, used by permission 

   

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD  

Scripture Conversation with Children  

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Spirit of life, meet us in words written, in words spoken; intercede for us 

with sighs too deep for words, until we shine with the hope that is hidden in 

our hearts, for we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Lesson          Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52            Page: NT 14 
He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of 

mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, 

but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman 

took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 

covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on 

finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and 

sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the 



age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw 

them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to 

them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a 

master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Scripture Lesson  Psalm 119:129-136   Page: OT 569 

Your testimonies are wonderful; 

    therefore my soul keeps them. 
130 The unfolding of your words gives light; 

    it imparts understanding to the simple. 
131 I open my mouth and pant, 

    because I long for your commandments. 
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

    as is your way with those who love your name. 
133 Keep steady my steps according to your promise, 

    and let no iniquity get dominion over me. 
134 Redeem me from man's oppression, 

    that I may keep your precepts. 
135 Make your face shine upon your servant, 

    and teach me your statutes. 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 

    because people do not keep your law. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                 What’s It All About 

 

  



GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

*Hymn # 772                                 Live into Hope 

 

  



Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 

Offertory                    The Gift of Love                  arr. Hal H. Hopson 

                                            Lisa & Bruce Raker – Soloist   

 

 *Response #607 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise Christ, all people here below; 

  Praise Holy Spirit evermore. 

  Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Gracious God, we dedicate to you not only these gifts but also ourselves, in 

deep gratitude for your call our lives, and for blessing us that we may be a 

blessing to others.  Accept what we bring for the molding of our lives and 

your kingdom.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

  



GO IN GOD’S NAME 

*Hymn # 23             God, You Spin the Whirling Planets 

  



*Charge & Benediction 

Steeple Bell 

Postlude                   Leaning on the Everlasting Arms   arr Anthony Giamanco 

                                            Bethany Faiz - Piano 
Please remain seated through the Postlude. As you exit, you may recycle your bulletin in the basket 

at the door. Join us after worship for Sidewalk Fellowship. 

**** 
All printed music & performances are covered under: OneLicense #A-720755 

Thank you for serving today:   

Worship Leader:  Carol Mayhew                            Coffee Hour: Sidewalk Fellowship 

Ushers: Nana Kwakye/________                           Counters: Gina Kouma/Gail Seitz 

Nursery: Chris Fagles/Kim Beebe 

Today we remember in the Special Gifts Memorial Case: 

                                                  Lillian L. Brown                Herbert T. Pratt 

                       1913 - 1985                        1926 – 2014    

 

WELCOME – GUEST PREACHER REV. WILLIAM HATHAWAY 

Bill Hathaway (The Rev. Dr.) retired to Wilmington in 2018 after 42 years of parish ministry, 

completing his service at First Presbyterian Church in Annapolis, MD.  He is married to Alison 

Halsey (also, The Rev. Dr.) and they have two married sons, four grandchildren, and a new 

puppy, named Sofie.  In retirement, Bill splits his time between family, travel and volunteering 

(Winter Sanctuary at First & Central Pres. in Wilmington and work with the Board for Haiti 

Reforestation Partnership.)  Bill and Alison shared pastoral leadership for the 

congregation during Miriam's last maternity leave. 

 

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER ON A SUNDAY MORNING 
We need ushers for almost every Sunday this summer! Sign up online here: 

https://www.newcastlepreschurch.org/on-line-signups 
If you haven’t ushered before, do not fear! When you arrive at 10 a.m., a handy-dandy checklist 

takes you through the steps of turning on the lights, opening pew doors, and preparing our space to 

welcome folks to worship God. Reach out to Elders Jen Dunham or Ray Snyder to learn more. 

 
SUMMER BOOK READING 

All are invited to be a part of our summer book reading - Theo of Golden by Allen Levi. The book 

can be purchased through Amazon for $14.98. 

We'll gather for a discussion on Thursday, August 6 at 3 p.m. at Connie Reese's house. RSVPs to 

Phee Price are much appreciated! 

 

  

https://www.newcastlepreschurch.org/on-line-signups
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1668236516?lv=shuf&channelId=500&plpRedirect=mhFallback


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – AUGUST 2 
Mark your calendars for VBS on August 2 from 3-7 pm! We plan to serve the children a theme-

related dinner, so we could use a little help from our amazing congregation and friends! There is a 

donation sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Please look at the sheet and see how you can help. 

Donations are needed by next Sunday, July 26. Bring items to the kitchen, and label everything 

“VBS.” If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to anyone on the CE committee. 

(Julie Barry, Melissa Boris, Chris Fagles, Stephanie Foltz, Mallory Mackie, Molly Shaw, and Lynn 

Smith) 

Fitting with our theme, “Jesus Calms the Storm,” we will collect donations for the Seamen’s Center. 

Here is a list of items we invite you to donate: knitted hats and scarves, warm socks, winter gloves, 

stationery, pens, playing cards, cough drops, hard candy (no chocolate), sewing kits, full-size 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, razors, deodorant, shampoo, ChapStick, hand lotion and soap. 

  

PASTOR MIRIAM’S SABBATICAL 

From June 8 through August 31, Pastor Miriam is on Sabbatical. During this time of rest, she is 

grateful for your prayers! While she is away, NCPC is in good hands. Check out the newsletter for 

the schedule of upcoming Sunday morning preachers. If you have any administrative questions, you 

can contact Administrator Kris Krawczyk in the Office or Clerk Scott Selheimer. If you have a 

pastoral need, please reach out to the office or to Deacon Moderator Teisha Fooks or Deacon Vice-

Moderator Nan Wallace. Each week this summer, NCPC does have a pastor from around the 

Presbytery on-call should a pastoral emergency arise. 

This Week’s Schedule 

SUNDAY 07/26 10:30am In-Person & Live Stream Worship 

   11:30am Sidewalk Fellowship 

Monday 07/27 9:00am-5:00pm Private Counseling – Library 

Tuesday 07/28 7:00pm Promises of AA Meeting 

Wednesday 07/29 9:00am-5:00pm Private Counseling – Library 

    

SUNDAY 08/02 10:30am In-Person & Live Stream Worship 

   11:30am Sidewalk Fellowship 

  



New Castle Presbyterian Church 
25 E. 2nd Street 

New Castle, DE 19720 

    Phone: (302) 328-3279         www.newcastlepreschurch.org          Fax: (302) 328-5670 
  

Rev. Miriam Foltz, Pastor - pastor@newcastlepreschurch.org 

Kris Krawczyk, Admin. Assistant - office@newcastlepreschurch.org 
Mallory Mackie, Sunday School Coord. 

Dan Knox, Treasurer 

Lyn Briggs, Recording Secretary 

Eileen Larkin, Dir. of Music 

Minerva Lermond, Dir. of Handbells 

Bethany Faiz, Accompanist 
 

SESSION 

2026 2027 2028 

Cynthia Beam Julie Barry Jennifer Dunham 

Peter McCurdy Sarah McCann Chris Fagles 

Ray Snyder Amy Selheimer Gina Kouma 

Clerk of Session: Scott Selheimer 
Session meets the 1st Tuesday of the month 

DEACONS 

2026 2027 2028 

Lindy Ballance Julia Spock Mary Anne Brundage 

Liz Toto Beverly Stoudt Teisha Fooks 

  Nan Wallace 
Deacons meet the 2nd Sunday of the month   

 

TRUSTEES 

2026 2027 2028 

Mary Fontinha Gary Graham Marshall Freund 

Gail Seitz Kelly McCurdy Mike Smith 
Trustees meet the 3rd Monday every other month (Sept/Nov/Jan/Mar/May)  

 
 

 

mailto:pastor@newcastlepreschurch.org

