
  



Welcome to New Castle Presbyterian Church! 
Whether you are worshiping with us in-person or joining via livestream, 

we gather today as a community of faith, seeking and serving the God 

we know in Jesus Christ. May this worship service remind you that you 

are God’s own and that together we are called to live out God’s way of 

love, justice and peace. 

 

For folks joining us for in-person worship,  
Please take basic COVID precautions with us. Masks are encouraged 

but not required in the Meeting House and Education building. 
Restrooms are located in the Education Building, at the far end of the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Sunday School and Nursery will be offered today. Children are 

invited to begin in worship; worship bags are available at the entrance. 

Following the Scripture Conversation, babies through four-year-olds 

may go to nursery; children ages five through eleven may go to Sunday 

School. All children must have an information form on file. Please see 

an usher for a copy of the form or if you have any questions. 

At the end of worship, please join us for Coffee Hour in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

A little help - Please see an usher to receive any assistance, including a 

personal seat cushion. 

Worship “code”: * = please stand if able bold = all speak together 

Gentle Reminders: 

Please turn off all cell phones. 

Parking spaces on Second Street in front of the Meeting House are for 

handicapped parking only. 

Please put your bulletins in the basket at the door as you leave – we 

recycle! 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 Pastor Miriam’s day of rest is on Mondays.   



New Castle Presbyterian Church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent: Love 

December 18, 2022 10:30 a.m. 

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
Prelude                      Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus      arr. Stan Pethel 

     Bethany Faiz – Piano 

Welcome & Words about The Life and Work of the Church 

Greeting of Peace 

 As Jesus greeted his disciples, so let us greet one another:  

 The peace of Christ be with you! 

 And also with you! 

Please wave at your neighbors and extend Christ’s greeting, 

“Peace be with you”. 

Steeple Bell   

Choral Introit  

Call to Worship           Phee Price, Jo Viola, Nichole Welling 

Children of God, come together for worship. 

Love draws us into community with praise. 

What kind of love draws God’s people together? 

Love of all colors and kinds, shining like a rainbow. 

How shall we love one another in Christ’s name? 

We love one another like God loves us. 

Love is the purpose, the reason, the source. Love is the all-in-all of 

Advent and Christmas. Without love, Christmas is just a noisy carol or 

clanging jingle bell. But love transforms us into joyful participants in 

God’s great story of a wondrous birth. 

Today, we light the candle of love because God so loved the world that 

God sent Jesus. 

Lighting of Advent Candle 

Come, children of God, let us worship God together in love! 

Let us worship God with our whole mind, body, and spirit. 

  



*Hymn #105   People, Look East

  



Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession  

Loving God, we confess love does not always come easily to us. 

Sometimes it is easier to ignore, judge, or even hate others. 

We confess we have made unloving choices toward our fellow human 

beings, both near and far away.  

Forgive us, God, and convict our hearts so we might grow our capacity 

to love one another according to the way of Jesus…  

(Time for silent prayer.)  

 

Assurance of Pardon  

Let us proclaim the Good News together: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 

 

*Response #582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning,  

is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

World without end, without end.  Amen. (sing 3x) 

As it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

    Copyright Paul M. Vasile, used by permission 

 

  



PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 

Anthem      He Will Be The Love            Ruth Elaine Schram 

   Bethany Faiz – Piano 
To the world, a Child will come.  A Son will be given, and a great light will shine 

in the darkness, and our hearts will never be the same.  He will be the love we 

have longed for.  He will be the love we have needed.  To a world that has no 

hope, to a world that has no peace, He will be the face of the Father; He will be 

the hands of God above.  To a world that’s lost in night, He will be the Light; He 

will be the Love.  When we know the Child, the Christ, when our hearts are open 

to Jesus, then His great light will shine through our spirits.  We will show the 

world His love.  We will give the world a taste of heaven, and the world will 

never be the same.   

 

Prayer for Illumination 

O Holy One, you sent us poets, prophets, and teachers to show us your 

way of justice and truth. As we hear your message of love today, help us 

to give you our full attention. May we be grounded in your goodness 

and transformed by your kindness.  Amen. 

Scripture Lesson             Luke 1:39-55           Page: NT 57 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a 

loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 

in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 

    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name; 



50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 

    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things 

    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Scripture Conversation with Children   

Sermon     Heart, Feel Love! 

 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

 

Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 

 Offertory    In the Bleak Midwinter      arr. Mary McDonald 

        Bethany Faiz - Piano 

  *Response #607 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise Christ, all people here below; 

  Praise Holy Spirit evermore. 

  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Emmanuel, God with us, we show love to you and your people when we 

share our resources with our community. We dedicate these offerings to 

your service today, so that more people may know the loving embrace of 

a God who cares about them. Make us good stewards of your abundant 

gifts. Amen. 

 



Prayers of the People 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

*Hymn #107  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

  



*Charge and Benediction 

Choral Benediction 

 

Steeple Bell 

Postlude          Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne          arr. Jonathan Reid  

     Bethany Faiz - Piano   
 

Please remain seated through the Postlude. 

As you exit, you may recycle your bulletin in the basket at the door. 

 

**** 

Thank you for serving today:  
Worship Leader:  Will Nielsen         Counters:  Melissa Boris/Mary Fontinha  

Ushers: Lindy & Sandy Ballance         Coffee Hour:  Deacons 

Nursery: Erica Russell/Lynn Smith        Sunday School: Diana Reilly/Nichole Welling 

 

Today we remember in the Special Gifts Memorial Case:  

                               Emilie Dean Eliason     Julia Jenson  

        1893-1981              2002 

 

 
 

  



SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER ON A SUNDAY MORNING 

We are in need of ushers and worship leaders in the coming weeks.  

Please sign up today: https://www.newcastlepreschurch.org/on-line-signups 

 

NURSERY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATES 

No Sunday School and Nursery will be offered on Dec. 25 and Jan. 1;  

we will resume during worship on Sunday, January 8.  

As we begin a new year, volunteers are needed through the coming months. 

Please contact:  

For Sunday School: Diana Kenis-Reilly – dckr0680@gmail.com  

For Nursery: Molly Shaw – mollypaige1@aol.com 

 

CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - TODAY 

The Session has called a Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Dec. 

18, for the purpose of reviewing the 2023 Budget as approved by Session at 

their December meeting and to vote on the pastor’s terms of call for next 

year. The meeting will begin at the conclusion of worship; copies of the 

docket and budget will be available. 

 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE – DEC 21 

Join us on the longest night of the year for a 6:30 p.m. service in the Meeting 

House. This thirty-minute candlelight service will be space to dwell in the 

Good News of Immanuel: God with us. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 

Join us on Christmas Eve (December 24) at 5 p.m. for our 

Family Service and at 7:30 p.m. for our Traditional Service in 

the Meeting House. The Traditional Service will be livestreamed.  

 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Join us on Christmas Day (December 25) at 10:30 a.m. for a service of 

Lessons and Carols and Coffee Hour to follow.  

Christmas sweaters of good taste and great tackiness are encouraged. 
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A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING 

Still searching for an eggs-cellent gift this season? Our Guatemalan Mission 

Partnership recently launched a new Chicken Project to address food 

insecurity and provide women with a source of income. More information is 

available in the Fellowship Hall as well as through our partnership’s 

website: https://ncpguatemala.com/projects/chickens/  

 

 

GIFTS OF LOVE  

Thanks to everyone who gave a Gift of Love this year! Our goal was to 

provide $3,600 in emergency financial assistance to our neighbors in need, 

and we have exceeded that goal for 2022, giving just over $4000 to St 

Vincent De Paul at St Peter's Church! We pray that our neighbors' days will 

be merry and bright this Christmas season. 

 

 

JANUARY 15 BOOK DISCUSSION 

 Kate Bowler has a recent book called No Cure for Being Human (and Other 

Truths I Need to Hear). Start reading now and join us after worship on 

January 15 for a time of conversation and resource sharing as we all 

acknowledge - there's no cure for being human, but in life and in death, we 

belong to God! 

 

 

LGBTQIA+ TASK FORCE 

Every June during Pride month we decorate the walkway with the rainbow 

flags as an outward sign of our support and love for the broader LGBTQIA+ 

community, but there is still so much more we can do throughout the year! 

We would love for you to join us in creating new events, reaching out to 

our friends in the community; and becoming a part of this fun, yet important 

ministry!  

If you are interested in being a part of the LGBTQIA+ Task Force please 

contact Diana Reilly.  
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Prayer List: 

To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook, 

302-328-7346 suzieflook@hotmail.com 

 

Continuing Care Homes / Hospitals: 

Joan Smith 

Kentmere Rehab & HC 

1900 Lovering Avenue 

Wilmington, DE 19806 

Barbara Quillen 

Cokesbury  

HealthCare Rm 2010 

726 Loveville Road 

Hockessin, DE 19707 

Rod Denison 

Christiana Care 

4755 Ogletown Stanton Rd 

Newark, DE 19718 

At Home:   

Kathy Griffin-Graham 

323 Oregon Avenue 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 324-9944 

 

Anita Johnson 

726 Loveville Road,  

Apartment 703 

Hockessin, DE 19707 

(302) 239-5139 

Janet Reed 

106 Colesbery Drive 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 328-6749 

 

Mary Duncan 

1323 Richard’s Alley 

Wilmington, DE 19806 

(302) 888-0282 

Doug & Linda Twyford   

513 East Roosevelt Ave. 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 328-6824 

Judy Hentkowski 

128 E. 2nd Street 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 328-8266 

Bev Denison 

134 Spring Meadow Dr  

Smyrna, DE 19977 

(302) 389-6919 

Robert Lindfors 

202 Brylgon Ave. 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 328-5369 

 

On Assignment with the Coast Guard: 
George Spock 

1346 Crocker St. 

Coos Bay, OR 97420 
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This Week’s Schedule 
SUNDAY 12/18  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

   10:30am In-Person & Live Stream  

    Worship  

   10:45am Sunday School 

   11:30am Special Congregational Meeting  

    & Mtg of Trustees Corporation 

   11:30am Coffee Hour 

 

Monday 12/19  Meals on Wheels 

   4:00pm Spanish Class in CE Building   

 

Tuesday  12/20  Meals on Wheels 

    Deadline for Newsletter 

 

Wednesday 12/21  Meals on Wheels 

   6:30pm Longest Night Service 

   7:30pm Choir  

  

Thursday 12/22  Meals on Wheels 

   7:00pm Celebration Ringers  

 

Friday  12/23  Meals on Wheels 

    OFFICE CLOSED 

 

Saturday 12/24  CHRISTMAS EVE 

    8:00am Tai Chi 

   5:00pm Family Service 

   7:30pm Traditional Service 

 

SUNDAY 12/25  CHRISTMAS DAY 

   10:30am In-Person & Live Stream  

    Worship  

   11:30am Coffee Hour 

  All printed music & performances are covered under 

 
Today’s liturgy draws from Illustrated Ministry’s  

Now in Flesh Appearing Worship Liturgy, copyright 2022.  

NCPC holds a limited license for its use this Advent season. 



New Castle Presbyterian Church 

25 E. 2nd Street 

New Castle, DE 19720 

Phone: (302) 328-3279                    Fax: (302) 328-5670 

E-mail: office@newcastlepreschurch.org 

Pastor E-mail: pastor@newcastlepreschurch.org 

Website:  www.newcastlepreschurch.org 

Rev. Miriam Foltz, Pastor 

Kris Krawczyk, Admin. Assistant 

Dan Knox, Treasurer 

Shirley Knox, Recording Secretary 

Eileen Larkin, Dir. of Music 

Minerva Lermond, Dir. of Handbells 

Bethany Faiz, Accompanist 

 

SESSION 

2023 2024 2025 

Candy Dunson Rob Barry Melissa Boris 

Steve Martin Chris Fagles Jennifer Dunham 

Beverly Stoudt Greg Fogarty Connie Reese 

Jim Whisman Scott Selheimer  
Session meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

DEACONS 

2023 2024 2025 

Lindy Ballance Salina Brett Toni Marley 

Liz Parziale Susan Fogarty Janet Spring 

Conchita Showell  Sandy Wilson   
Deacons meets the 2nd Sunday of the month 

TRUSTEES 

2023 2024 2025 

Dan Dunson Lyn Briggs Marshall Freund 

Mary Fontinha Gary Graham Mike Smith 

Gail Seitz Barbara Whisman  
Trustees meet the 3rd Monday every other month (Sept/Nov/Jan/Mar/May) 

 


