New Castle Presbyterian Church
25 E 2nd Street, New Castle, DE 19720
Phone: (302) 328-3279 I Email: office@newcastlepreschurch.org
www.newcastlepreschurch.org

Our Mission
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community
where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service
as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance.
By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen
Christ, as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness.
We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;
and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst.
As a congregation and in cooperation with others,
we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world.
We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters
while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ.
As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others
with this good news of grace and joy.

Welcome to New Castle Presbyterian Church!
Whether you are worshiping with us in-person or joining via livestream,
we gather today as a community of faith, seeking and serving the God
we know in Jesus Christ. May this worship service remind you that you
are God’s own and that together we are called to live out God’s way of
love, justice and peace.

For folks joining us for in-person worship,
Please follow all COVID safety protocols, which includes wearing
your mask during the whole service and maintaining space between
yourself and your neighbors. You are welcome to speak or hum the
hymns, but we are not allowing congregational singing.
Restrooms are located in the Education Building, at the far end of the
Fellowship Hall. Ring the bell, and our tech person will open the door.
Children are always welcome in worship! While our Nursery Care is
not currently available, if you need to step out of the Meeting House for
a time, there is a livestream feed available in the Fellowship Hall.
At the end of worship, please remain in your pew until an usher
dismisses you and exit out the Second Street door.
A little help - Please see an usher to receive any assistance, including a
personal seat cushion.
Worship “code”: * = please stand if able bold = all speak together
Gentle Reminders:
Please turn off all cell phones.
The parking spaces on Second Street in front of the Meeting House
are for handicapped parking only.

New Castle Presbyterian Church
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

August 15, 2021
Prelude

10:30 a.m.
Just As I Am
Bethany Faiz - Piano

Steeple Bell
Words of Welcome
Call to Worship
God is the source of wisdom,
The fount of life eternal.
Let us listen for the wisdom of God
And worship the One whose words shape the world.

arr. Faye Lopez

Hymn #174

Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom

Prayer of Confession
O Lord, the voice of your wisdom rings out in the world, guiding us to
place our trust in you.
The voice of your wisdom rings out in the world, challenging us to seek
the things that matter.
Too often, O Lord, we refuse to listen.
We place our trust in things that are fleeting. We seek the things that
make us comfortable, rather than seeking the way of your peace.
Forgive us, God of grace, and teach us to walk in the path lined by your
wisdom… (time for silent prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
Let us proclaim the Good News together:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

Response #582
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen. (sing 3x)
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be. Amen.
Copyright Paul M. Vasile, used by permission

Prayer for Illumination
Wondrous Creator, your word took on flesh in Jesus, whose saving
grace can be known by all. Open our hearts and minds to
encounter your word, that the church may more fully express our
identity as the body of Christ, carrying on the mission Jesus began,
assuring a frightened world of the power of love. Amen.

Ephesians 5:15-20
15
Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as
wise, 16 making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17 So do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 Do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the
Spirit, 19 as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your
hearts, 20 giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God
Psalm 137:1-6
1
By the rivers of Babylon—
there we sat down and there we wept
when we remembered Zion.
2
On the willows there
we hung up our harps.
3
For there our captors
asked us for songs,
and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying,
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
How could we sing the Lord’s song
in a foreign land?
5
If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither!
6
Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth,
if I do not remember you,
if I do not set Jerusalem
above my highest joy
4

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God

Scripture Conversation with Children
Sermon

“How Can We Sing?”

Offertory Invitation and Prayer
Redeeming God, you satisfy our hunger through Christ, the bread of
life. You satisfy our thirst through Christ, your wellspring of truth.
Filled by your abundant goodness, may we share generously with
others. Nourish your world with kindness, tenderness, and forgiveness.
May we grow together in your steadfast love. Amen.
Special Music

Still, Still, with Thee
by John Ness Beck
Sarah McCann – Soprano Soloist transc. by Craig Courtney
Bethany Faiz - Piano

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn #755

Alleluia! Laud and Blessing

Charge and Benediction
Postlude
Wonderful Peace
Bethany Faiz - Piano

arr. Mark Hayes

****
Thank you for serving today:
Worship Leader: Janet Spring
Ushers: Amy & Scott Selheimer

WELCOME TO REV. TRACY KEENAN
The Rev. Dr. Tracy Keenan is the Missional Presbyter of New Castle Presbytery.
After having pastored four churches in both Pittsburgh, PA and Columbus, OH, she
came to New Castle Presbytery because she was inspired by our emphasis on
helping churches live courageously into their calling. As the primary staff person
for the Ignite team and presbytery mission partnerships, she believes that the
purpose of church is to equip people for loving the world well. She cherishes
friendships among a wide variety of people from various traditions, conditions,
religions, and opinions. Tracy and her husband, the Rev. Jim Mehler, have two
grown daughters. She plays the piano, writes music and stories, rides a Harley, and
looks for the joy.
SUNDAY SCHOOL COORDINATOR
We are now accepting applications for the Sunday School Coordinator position for
September 2021-June 2022. Interested applications can view the job description here,
and email a cover letter and resume to office@newcastlepreschurch.org. Members of
the Christian Education and Resource Development committee hope to
conduct interviews in early August.
COVID CLOTHES!
Wondering what to do with all those Covid clothes, which
are way too big (since we all lost weight during Covid) or
maybe a bit snug (since we may have gained a pound or two) or don't really go with
the pajama bottoms that feel so good at Zoom meetings?
Our Friendship House Clothing Drive is the perfect answer! During the month of
September, we'll be collecting clean, used clothing to donate to Friendship House.
Donations can be taken to the Craft Room on the second floor of the CE Building or
left in the entry way through October 10th. Join us in freeing yourself from those
Covid clothes while helping a great cause!

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
There will be a Zoom planning meeting on Thursday, August 19, at 7 p.m. led by the
Congregational Life Committee. Zoom link will be sent out by email the week before.
Mark your calendars now, and join us in preparing for our celebration on December
11, 2021.
BAPTISM 101 ZOOM
Pastor Miriam will offer an introductory conversation about Baptism via
Zoom on August 24 at 7 p.m.
If you or your children are not yet baptized, tune in to our Zoom conversation. Or, if
you'd like a reminder about the meaning of your baptism, please join us then.
After the Zoom, Pastor Miriam will meet with folks one-on-one to coordinate the
celebration of the Sacrament during a Sunday morning worship service.
NCPC HYBRID WORSHIP
Livestream worship will continue, but you can RSVP now to attend in-person. We will
have seven family unit spots available; initially, please sign up for one Sunday each
month to allow others to participate. Learn more and sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084aa8af23a4ff2-ncpc1
For hybrid worship to be possible, we need two ushers to sign up for each Sunday.
Learn more and sign up here for the fall:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090944aba928a3f94-ncpc
Worship Leaders are needed beginning on August 22 through the end of 2021. All
resources and instructions are provided. Sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b44adaa2aa0f94-2021
If you need any assistance with signing up or have any questions, please contact the
church office!
SUMMER BOOK GROUP (Rescheduled)
Due to the heat advisory on July 7, we rescheduled our discussion of God and the
Pandemic by N.T. Wright until August 25th at 5:30 p.m.
This short book - less than 100 pages! - provides a scriptural and theological
framework for faithfully examining our experiences of this past year. Now you have
another month to check it out from the library.
But even if you don't have a chance to read it, do join us for the discussion. It will be a
chance to prayerfully reflect on the church's call in the midst of "tears, locked doors,
and doubt," from 1st-century Jerusalem through today.

Prayer List:
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,
302-328-7346
Recovering
atsuzieflook@hotmail.com
home:

Continuing Care Homes:
Joan Smith
1519 Rockland Road
Rockland Place Apt 232
Wilmington, DE 19803

Elizabeth Carpenter
Polaris Rehabilitation
21 W Clarke Ave, Rm 206
Milford, DE 19963
(302) 503-7650

Susan Townsend
Christiana Care
4755 Ogletown Stanton Road
Newark, DE 19718

At Home:
Kathy Graham
323 Oregon Avenue
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 324-9944

Barbara Quillen
Cokesbury
HealthCare Rm 2010
726 Loveville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

Anita Johnson
726 Loveville Road,
Apartment 703
Hockessin, DE 19707
(302) 239-5139

Mary Pratt
113 E. Main St., Unit 311
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 328-7273

Linda & Doug Twyford
513 East Roosevelt Ave.
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 530-1123

Judy Hentkowski
128 E. 2nd Street
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-8266

Lisa Raker
15 Blue Jay Drive
Newark, DE 19713
(302) 266-7474

Kay Fry
2105 Point Hamlet Street
Newark, DE 19702
(302) 750-4325

Janet Reed
106 Colesbery Drive
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-6749

This Week’s Schedule
SUNDAY

8/15

10:30am

In-Person (with registration)
Guest Preacher Tracy Keenan
& Live Stream Worship

Monday

8/16

Tuesday

8/17

Meals on Wheels
7:00pm Session Mtg via Hybrid

Wednesday

8/18

Meals on Wheels
6:00pm Choir Picnic

Thursday

8/19

Meals on Wheels
7:00pm Spirit of Christmas Mtg
via Zoom

Friday

8/20

Saturday

8/21

10:00am

Cleanout Sunday School
& Nursery rooms

SUNDAY

8/22

10:30am

In-Person (with registration)
Guest Preacher Tracy Keenan
& Live Stream Worship

Meals on Wheels

Meals on Wheels

Pastor Miriam will be on vacation Friday, August 6 - Monday, August 16
Kris will be on vacation Friday, August 13 - Monday, August 16 but accessing
office remotely

