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Jesus of the garden, you know what lament feels like. You know what grief
looks like. You know what praying through the night sounds like. So today |
bring you my prayers of lament. See the cracks in my heart that weigh heavily
on me. See the places where | carry grief. Hear my cries in the garden in the
middle of the night. Be my comfort. Be my sun after the night. Amen.

Hymn #475 — Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, verse 1

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; Teach me some melodious sonnet,
tune my heart to sing thy grace; sung by flaming tongues above;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, praise the mount! I’'m fixed upon it,
call for songs of loudest praise. mount of God’s unchanging love!

Jesus foretells Peter’s denial - John 13:31-38

31\When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 3 Little children, | am
with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as | said to the Jews so
now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.” 31 give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also
should love one another. * By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.”



3% Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered,
“Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but you will follow

afterward.” 3" Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay
down my life for you.” % Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me?
Very truly, | tell you, before the cock crows, you will have denied me three times.

Silent prayer

Peter draws his sword - John 18:1-11

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the
Kidron Valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place because Jesus often
met there with his disciples. 2 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together
with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with
lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to
him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” ° They
answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed
him, was standing with them.  When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped
back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?”
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So
if you are looking for me, let these people go.” ° This was to fulfill the word that
he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” 1° Then
Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off
his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. ! Jesus said to Peter, “Put your
sword back into its sheath. Am | not to drink the cup that the Father has given
me?”

Hymn #475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (Verse 2)

2 Here | raise my Ebenezer; Jesus sought me when a stranger,
hither by thy help I’'m come; wandering from the fold of God;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, he, to rescue me from danger,
safely to arrive at home. interposed his precious blood.

Jesus is arrested and Peter denies Christ - John 18:12-18

1250 the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound
him. 3 First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the
high priest that year. 1 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it
was better to have one person die for the people.



15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known
to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, ® but
Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to
the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought
Peter in. 1" The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s
disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” ¥ Now the slaves and the police had
made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and
warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.

Prayer

Gracious God, my wandering heart loves to flee. How many times have | run
when the conversation got hard? How many times have | shied away from the
truth because it was painful? Like a parent with a child, scoop me back up and
bring me close to your heart again. Give me the courage to stay, to talk, to
listen, and to change when needed. Amen.

Peter denies Christ again and again — John 18:19-27

¥ Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his
teaching. 2° Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. | have
said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what | said to
them; they know what I said.” 2> When he had said this, one of the police standing
nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high

priest?” 2 Jesus answered, “If T have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if
I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” %* Then Annas sent him bound to
Caiaphas the high priest. 2 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself.
They asked him, “You are not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it
and said, “I am not.” % One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man
whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with

him?” 2 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

Prayer

Gracious God, the words, “prone to leave the God I love” crack my heart in
two. For try as | might, the truth of my life is clear. | will leave. | will deny. I
will fall asleep. I will run and hide. Forgive me for leaving when love is close.
Forgive me for allowing fear to win. Forgive this wandering heart of mine for
wandering away. Through your grace and goodness, welcome me back into the
body of Christ. Amen.



Jesus is Crucified — John 19:16-30
So they took Jesus, " and carrying the cross by himself he went out to what is
called the Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. *® There they
crucified him and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between
them. ° Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 2 Many of the Jews read this inscription
because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written
in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 2! Then the chief priests of the Jews said to
Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of
the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 2> When the
soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four
parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless,
woven in one piece from the top. 2* So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it
but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture
says, “They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.” 2> And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2° When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother,
“Woman, here is your son.” 2’ Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to
fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 2° A jar full of sour wine was standing there.
So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his
mouth. 3 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Silent Prayer
Hymn #475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (Verse 3)

3 O to grace how great a debtor Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,
daily I’'m constrained to be! prone to leave the God I love;

Let that grace now, like a fetter, here’s my heart; O take and seal it;
bind my wandering heart to thee. seal it for thy courts above.
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