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Our Mission 
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community 

where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service 

as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance. 

 

By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen Christ, as 

we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness. 

We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;  

and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst. 

 

As a congregation and in cooperation with others,  

we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world. 

We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters 

while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ. 

 

As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others with this good news of 

grace and joy. 



Welcome to New Castle Presbyterian Church! 
In person and via livestream, we gather as a faith community, seeking and serving the God we know 

in Jesus Christ. May this worship service remind you that you are God’s own and that together we 

are called to live out God’s way of love, justice and peace. 

A little help - Please see an usher to receive any assistance, including a seat cushion.  

Nametags – We encourage everyone to use the nametags available in the Meeting House entrance 

during worship and coffee hour. Please return to their box in Fellowship Hall. 

Restrooms are located in the Education Building, at the far end of the Fellowship Hall.  

Sunday School and Nursery will be offered today. Children begin in worship; worship bags are 

available at the entrance. Following the Scripture Conversation, babies through four-year-olds may 

go to nursery; children age Kindergarten through 5th grade may go to Sunday School. Please see an 

usher for a registration form or if you have any questions.  

At the end of worship, please join us for Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. 

Worship “code”: * = please stand if able   bold = all speak together 

 

Prayer List: 
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,  

302-328-7346 suzieflook@hotmail.com or Fran Ginger, 302-994-5988 silverfran@aol.com 

 

Continuing Care Homes / Hospitals:  
Linda Twyford   

ACTS Country House 

4830 Kennett Pike, DW15  

Wilmington, DE 19807  

(302) 328-2580 

Mary Duncan 

HarborChase of Wilmington 

2004 Shipley Road #1107 

Wilmington, DE 19803 

(302) 482-3547 

Fran Gingher 

Cadia Rehab 

3540 Three Little Bakers Blvd 

Wilmington, DE 19808 

(302) 533-2952 

 

At Home:    
Kathy Griffin-Graham 

323 Oregon Avenue 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 324-9944 

Anita Johnson 

724 Loveville Road  

HealthCare Rm 2006 

Hockessin, DE 19707 

Jo Viola 

Lodge Lane Assisted Living 

1221 Lodge Ln, Studio 119 

Wilmington, DE 19809 

 

Judy Hentkowski 

128 E. 2nd Street 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 328-8266 

Robert Lindfors 

202 Brylgon Avenue 

New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 220-7161 

Ringo Keka 

358 Ailsa Drive 

Rising Sun, MD 21911 

(410) 658-7639 

 

Carol Mayhew 

17 E. 5th Street 

New Castle, DE 19720 

 
  

On Assignment with Coast Guard: On Assignment with Air Force: 
SN George Spock 

1425 McFarland Rd. Apt. 506 

Mt. Lebanon, PA 15216 

 James Boyle 

2525 Date St. Apt. 3804   

Honolulu HI 96826 

Gentle Reminders: 

Please turn off all cell phones.  

Parking spaces on 2nd Street are for 

handicapped parking only. 

Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 8:30am-12:30pm 

           Pastor Miriam’s day of rest is Monday. 
 

mailto:suzieflook@hotmail.com
mailto:silverfran@aol.com
tel:3024648653
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1221+Lodge+Lane,+Studio+119+%0D%0A++++++Wilmington,+DE+19809?entry=gmail&source=g


New Castle Presbyterian Church 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
 

January 11, 2026 10:30 a.m. 

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
Prelude      The Church’s One Foundation              arr. Stan Pethel 

        Bethany Faiz - Piano 

 
Welcome & Words about The Life and Work of the Church 

Greeting of Peace 

 As Jesus greeted his disciples, so let us greet one another:  

 The peace of Christ be with you! And also with you! 
Please wave at your neighbors and extend Christ’s greeting, “Peace be with you”. 

Steeple Bell   

Choral Introit 

Call to Worship (inspired by Psalm 139) 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 

In our baptism, God claims us and names us Beloved. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up. 

In our baptism, Christ joins us to himself and to one another. 

You search out my path and are acquainted with all my ways. 

In our baptism, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon us. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; lead me in the way everlasting. 

Let us remember our baptism and give thanks to God! 

 

 

  



*Hymn #29            O God, You Search Me

  



Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession  
Gracious God, you claim us and call us. You support us and uphold us. You 

save us and free us from our sin. When we slip into old habits, worshipping 

idols that have claimed our hearts, forgive us. Meet us at the water again, that 

we might know who we are and whose we are…  (Time for silent prayer.)   

Assurance of Pardon  

Let us proclaim the Good News together: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 

*Response #582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

World without end, without end.  Amen. (sing 3x) 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 
     Copyright Paul M. Vasile, used by permission 
   

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
Choral Anthem           Down to The River to Pray      arr. by Sheldon Curry 

                         Bethany Faiz – Piano   /   Minerva Lermond - Soloist 
As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ol’ way and who shall wear 

the starry crown.  Good Lord, show me the way.  O sisters, let’s go down, come on down 

to the river to pray.  As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ol’ 

way and who shall wear the robe and crown. Good Lord, show me the way. O 

brothers,… O fathers,… O mothers,… O sinners, let’s go down to the river to pray. 

Scripture Conversation with Children 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Jesus, Beloved Son of God, all that you ask of us, you first did yourself. Help 

us to follow in your way, serving others and receiving help when needed. 

When we struggle to love our enemies as our neighbors, remind us of our 

baptism and your endless fount of grace. Living Word, unite our hearts as 

one, so that in hearing your words, we would carry out your work of love. 

Amen. 

  



Scripture Lesson           Matthew 3:13-17      Page: NT 3 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to 

fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just 

as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 

God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the 

heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon    Circling Back 

 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

*Hymn #481          I Believe in God the Father 

 
  



Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 

Offertory       Come, Holy Spirit, Dove Divine         arr. Cindy Berry 

 *Response #607 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise Christ, all people here below; 

  Praise Holy Spirit evermore. 

  Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Holy One, in the waters of the Jordan, you claimed Jesus as your beloved 

Son. Send your Holy Spirit to bless these gifts of our lives and offerings, that 

your grace would renew and restore your creation. In the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

  



GO IN GOD’S NAME 

*Hymn #757  Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 

 

 

  



Choral Benediction 

Steeple Bell 

Postlude                   O Zion, Haste                           arr. Cindy Berry 

       Bethany Faiz - Piano 

Please remain seated through the Postlude. As you exit, you may recycle your bulletin in the basket at 

the door. Join us after worship for coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall. 
**** 

All printed music & performances are covered under: OneLicense #A-720755 

 

Thank you for serving today:   

Worship Leader: Jane Fouracre                  Coffee Hour:  Session + Youth Group 

Ushers:   Toni Marley                                    Counters: Chris Fagles/Kelly McCurdy    

Nursery:   Kim Beebe/Molly Shaw                Sunday School: Mallory Mackie/Lynn Smith    

Today we remember in the Special Gifts Memorial Case: 

                                                William Knowles              Gladys Starling Gordon 

                      1913 - 1973                             1907 - 2006      

EPIPHANY STAR WORDS 

In this season of Epiphany, we celebrate God’s light – from the star that guided the Magi to the bright 

dawning of God’s self-revelation in Jesus. Our modern Star Word practice is an invitation to consider 

how God is still calling us to follow Christ. Whatever word you draw (even if it doesn’t seem like a 

good fit!), you’re invited to keep it on hand during this year and prayerfully consider how God is 

comforting, challenging, or calling you through this star word.  

NCPC YOUTH GROUP - TODAY 

NCPC's Youth Group for Middle and High Schoolers meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month. Today, 

our youth will help offer Coffee Hour as a fundraiser for our Confirmation Retreat. (Come learn more 

about this event and support our youth!) From 12-2, we'll kick off our Confirmation series (open to all 

youth!). For more information and to RSVP, reach out to Pastor Miriam 

 

STOVE PROJECT 

Thank you all for your generous donations during Advent for the Association's fuel-efficient stove 

project. Your gifts have ensured that we can keep this project going for another two years, surpassing 

our goal. AMAZING! This means that more families will save time and money, their health 

will improve, trees will not be cut down, and the five workers who make and deliver the stoves will 

have secure employment for another 24 months. Thank you to everyone who gave so generously!  

NCPC GRIEF GROUP 

Sign up for a four-week grief group led by Teisha Fooks, a licensed clinical social worker. Meetings 

will be Monday afternoons at 1:30 from January 12 through February 2. Cost is $50 for the series. To 

sign up or for more information, contact Teisha at (302)883-7167. 

  

https://ncpguatemala.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c54544456f04efff1a53ef45&id=19c08d7d8c&e=7d4e816a89
https://ncpguatemala.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c54544456f04efff1a53ef45&id=19c08d7d8c&e=7d4e816a89


COMPASSION IN ACTION - JANUARY 18 

During coffee hour, NCPC member Toni Marley will present on Compassion in Action, sharing 

resources from her experience as a Hospice Social Worker. She will provide resources how to provide 

comfort, dignity, and emotional support for loved ones during life’s final stages. We'll have 

information available about hospice, community programs, counseling, and tools available to guide 

families and ease the caregiving path.  

JANUARY ALL-AGES SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Join us on January 25 for a Valentine's Day Card-Writing project led by the Christian Education and 

Congregational Life Committees. You'll get to design or write a card to send to members of our 

church family who are at home for various reason. We will supply materials, envelopes, addresses, 

and a variety of Bible verses about God's amazing love. (And NCPC will mail the cards!) Please plan 

to stay and put your creative skills in full gear as we send love to our members who we might not have 

seen in a while! 

 

NEW MEMBERS GATHERING - JAN 25 

Are you a recent new member or interested in learning more about becoming a member of NCPC? 

Join members of the Congregational Life Committee during Coffee hour on Sunday, January 25! We'll 

share more about the ministry and mission of NCPC and also have time to connect with one another in 

Christ's love. RSVP to Gina Kouma at ina.kouma@gmail.com. 

WINTER SANCTUARY CLOTHING DRIVE & POP-UP DONATION SHOP 

Winter Sanctuary is a program that First & Central Presbyterian Church has provided for more than 30 

years. Every Saturday morning from 6 am to 10 am, November to March, First & Central opens its 

doors to those experiencing homelessness. In Dec 2026, the number of guests welcomed on a Saturday 

morning has risen to more than 150. In addition to warm drinks, breakfast foods and a freshly baked 

treat, the volunteer crew provides 25-30 showers and fulfills more than 70 requests for clothing or 

toiletries each week. Keeping the shelves stocked is a challenge; here’s how you can help: 
1. Donate Gently Used Winter Clothing: causal, cold weather clothing including jeans, khaki pants, 

sweatpants, long sleeved shirts, sweatshirts, sweaters, coats, boots, sneakers, and comfortable shoes.  

2. Purchase from Our Amazon Wish List: Items can be purchased from our Shower Services 

Amazon Wish List. Items purchased will be shipped directly to First & Central. 

3. Sign up to Volunteer: It takes 15-20 volunteers to make Winter Sanctuary happen every Saturday, 

and we’re always looking to welcome more volunteers.   

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER ON A SUNDAY MORNING 

Sign up to usher and serve as worship leader: https://www.newcastlepreschurch.org/on-line-signups 
 

  

mailto:ina.kouma@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/UCZ28W05XKNZ?ref_=list_d_wl_lfu_nav_4
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/UCZ28W05XKNZ?ref_=list_d_wl_lfu_nav_4
https://www.newcastlepreschurch.org/on-line-signups


This Week’s Schedule 

SUNDAY 01/11 10:30am In-Person & Live Stream Worship 

   11:30am Coffee Hour – Youth Group 

   12:00pm Deacon’s Meeting 

Monday 01/12  Meals on Wheels  

   1:30pm Grief Group 

   2:00-5:00pm Private Counseling – Library 

Tuesday 01/13  Meals on Wheels 

   7:00pm Session Meeting 

   7:00pm Promises of AA Meeting 

Wednesday 01/14  Meals on Wheels 

   2:00-5:00pm Private Counseling – Library   

   3:00pm Bible Study 

   6:00pm Mission & Outreach via Zoom 

   7:30pm Choir 

Thursday 01/15  Meals on Wheels 

   7:00pm Celebration Ringers 

 

Friday 01/16  Meals on Wheels 

Saturday 01/17 8:00am Tai Chi  

SUNDAY 01/18 10:30am In-Person & Live Stream Worship 

   11:30am Coffee Hour / Compassion in Action 

   6:00pm Community Open Mic Nite 

  

  



  New Castle Presbyterian Church 
25 E. 2nd Street 

New Castle, DE 19720 

 Phone: (302) 328-3279         www.newcastlepreschurch.org          Fax: (302) 328-5670 
  

Rev. Miriam Foltz, Pastor - pastor@newcastlepreschurch.org 

Kris Krawczyk, Admin. Assistant - office@newcastlepreschurch.org 
Mallory Mackie, Sunday School Coord. 

Dan Knox, Treasurer 

Lyn Briggs, Recording Secretary 

Eileen Larkin, Dir. of Music 

Minerva Lermond, Dir. of Handbells 

Bethany Faiz, Accompanist 
 

SESSION 

2026 2027 2028 

Cynthia Beam Julie Barry Jennifer Dunham 

Peter McCurdy Sarah McCann Chris Fagles 

Ray Snyder Amy Selheimer Gina Kouma 

Clerk of Session: Scott Selheimer 
Session meets the 1st Tuesday of the month 

DEACONS 

2026 2027 2028 

Lindy Ballance Julia Spock Mary Anne Brundage 

Liz Toto Beverly Stoudt Teisha Fooks 

  Nan Wallace 
Deacons meet the 2nd Sunday of the month   

 

TRUSTEES 

2026 2027 2028 

Mary Fontinha Gary Graham Marshall Freund 

Gail Seitz Kelly McCurdy Mike Smith 
Trustees meet the 3rd Monday every other month (Sept/Nov/Jan/Mar/May)  
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