
 

  



 

Welcome to New Castle Presbyterian Church! 
Whether you are worshiping with us in-person or joining via livestream, 

we gather today as a community of faith, seeking and serving the God we 

know in Jesus Christ. May this worship service remind you that you are 

God’s own and that together we are called to live out God’s way of love, 

justice and peace. 

 

For folks joining us for in-person worship, 
Please take basic COVID precautions with us. Masks are encouraged 

but not required in the Meeting House and Education building. 

Restrooms are located in the Education Building, at the far end of the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome in worship! Worship Bags are available 

for children at the back of the Meeting House. If your family needs to step 

out of the Meeting House for a time, there is a livestream feed available in 

the Fellowship Hall.  

A little help - Please see an usher to receive any assistance, including a 

personal seat cushion.  

Worship “code”: * = please stand if able   bold = all speak together 

 

Gentle Reminders: 

Please turn off all cell phones.  

Parking spaces on Second Street in front of the Meeting House are for 

handicapped parking only. 

Please put your bulletins in the basket at the door as you leave – we 

recycle! 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

    Pastor Miriam’s day of rest is on Mondays. 

  



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24, 2022        7:30 p.m. 

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

Prelude        Infant Holy, Infant Lowly          arr. Tom Fettke 

         Bethany Faiz - Piano 

 

Welcome & Words about The Life and Work of the Church 

Greeting of Peace 

 As Jesus greeted his disciples, so let us greet one another: 

        The peace of Christ be with you! 

 And also with you! 

Please wave at your neighbors and extend Christ’s greeting, 

“Peace be with you”. 

Steeple Bell 

 

Choral Introit               Jesus, Jesus Rest Your Head    arr. by William Shimmin 

     Sarah McCann - Soloist 

        Bethany Faiz - Piano 
Jesus, Jesus rest your head.  You have got a manger bed.  All the evil folk on earth sleep in 

feathers at their birth.  Jesus, Jesus rest your head.  You have got a manger bed. 

Have you heard about our Jesus? Have you heard about His fate.  How His mother went to the 

stable on that Christmas Eve so late.  Winds were blowing, cows were lowing, stars were 

glowing, glowing, glowing.  Jesus, Jesus rest your head.  You have got a manger bed. 

To that manger came three wise men bringing gifts from hin and yon.  For the mother and the 

father and the blessed little Son.  Winds were blowing, cows were lowing, stars were glowing, 

glowing, glowing.  Jesus, Jesus rest your head.  You have got a manger bed.   

All the evil folk on earth sleep in feathers at their birth.  Jesus, Jesus rest your head.  You have 

got a manger bed. 
 

  



 

Lighting the Christ Candle        The Raker Family            

Friends and family, siblings in Christ, come and hear the good news. 

The one who was promised will be born this night, a savior born as a 

human to live among us! 

Angels proclaim the glory of God, the merciful one who sent us God’s Son. 

A gift from heaven, sent from God, yet born as a human to show us the 

way! 

Shepherds shout and dance for joy, for the Prince of Peace is alive and well. 

A baby wrapped in cloths, lying in a manger, born as a human to 

understand our suffering! 

If you pay attention, Christmas has a smell, a taste, a sound, a look, and a 

feel. You can experience Christmas with all your senses. Christmas reminds 

us Jesus experienced life in a human body. With his body, he could smell, 

taste, touch, hear, and see. 

Tonight, we light the Christ candle because God is not a distant, invisible 

being. Jesus showed us God is close to us, even on earth. 

(Lighting of Christ candle.) 

Friends and family, siblings in Christ, come and proclaim the good news: 

Jesus Christ, God with us, is born! Let us worship God! 

 

  



 

*Hymn #143    Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

 

  



 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

Holy God, angels glorify you and shepherds praise you because 

heaven touched earth in the birth of Jesus, your Son. We join with the 

heavenly hosts, our ancestors of faith, and our siblings around the 

world to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, your fulfillment of 

your covenant with humankind. 

Yet, we confess that we are imperfect followers of Christ. Even with 

our best intentions, we make mistakes and fall short of your glory. We 

struggle to follow your way of peace and love.  

Forgive our sins, and let us start anew. (Time for silent prayer…) 

 

Assurance of Pardon  

Let us proclaim the Good News together: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 

 

*Response Hymn #110 Love Has Come, Verse 3 

  Love has come and never will leave us! 

  Love is life everlasting and free. 

  Love is Jesus within and among us. 

  Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

  Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 

  Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
Anthem        Carol Him Sweetly              Ruth Elaine Schram 

     Amy Shimmin – Flute 

                Bethany Faiz - Piano 
Finally, He is here.  Patiently, we have waited for so many years.  Now in this humble place, we 

see His face, and our hearts long to cradle Him tenderly, carol Him softly. Carol Him sweetly. 

Silent night, Holy night, see Him sleep. Peacefully, dreaming in a slumber sweet and 

deep.  Here in this humble place, we see his face, and our hearts long to cradle Him tenderly, 

Carol Him softly. 

Silent night, Holy night.  All is calm, all is bright.  Round yon Virgin mother and child.  Holy 

Infant, so tender and mild.  Sleep in heavenly peace.  Cradle Him tenderly, Carol Him sweetly. 



 

First Lesson    The Promise is Given         Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  

Hymn #82 vs 1&2  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus          

Second Lesson   The Decree and Journey   Luke 2:1-7 

Hymn #121 vs 1&2    O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Third Lesson     The Birth is Proclaimed     Luke 2:8-14 

Hymn #113 vs 1&3     Angels We Have Heard on High 

Fourth Lesson    The Christ Child is Found   Luke 2:15-20          

Meditation               

*Hymn #112 vs 1&4         On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 

Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 

Offertory              O Holy Night    Adolph Adam 

Cantique De Noel 

                                          Sarah McCann – Soloist 

                                           Bethany Faiz - Piano 
O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining, It is the night of the dear Savior's birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining. Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. A thrill 

of hope the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. Fall on your 

knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born! Led by the 

light of faith serenely beaming, With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand. So led by light of a 

star sweetly gleaming, Here came the wisemen from the Orient land. The King of kings lay thus 

in lowly manger; In all our trials born to be our friend; He knows our need, to our weakness no 

stranger; Behold your King! Before the Lowly bend! Truly He taught us to love one another, 

His law is love and His gospel is peace. Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother. And 

in his name all oppression shall cease. Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, Let all 

within us praise His holy name. Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we; His power and 

glory ever-more proclaim!  

*Response - #155 Raise a Song of Gladness, sung twice  
Raise a song of gladness, peoples of the earth. 



 

Christ has come, bringing peace, joy to every heart. 

Alleluia, alleluia, joy to every heart! 

Alleluia, alleluia, joy to every heart! 

*Prayer of Dedication 
God of love, just as the people gathered around your birthplace in 

awe and wonder, we gather to remember that matchless moment 

when the greatest gift was born to all. How can we possibly respond 

to this gift? We humbly bring what we have – our time, resources, 

ourselves – and we worship you. Everything we have comes from 

you, source of all abundance. Take our gifts and offerings to the 

glory of your Son and the service of all your children. Amen. 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 

The Celebration of Light  

A candle will be lit from the Christ Candle and spread among us by 

lighting the candle of the first person in each pew. That person will offer 

the light to the next. Please always dip the unlighted candle into the 

lighted one, as we share the light of Christ that has come into the world. 

As we do, let us sing: 

 

      

  



 

 Hymn #122   Silent Night, Holy Night 

 

  

 



 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Congregational Response 

  Joy to the word, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 Let every heart prepare him room, 

 And heaven and nature sing,  

 And heaven and nature sing, 

 And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.  

  

Organ Postlude     O, How Joyfully with Joy to The World     arr. Cindy Berry 

   Bethany Faiz - Piano 
Please remain seated through the Postlude. 

As you exit the 2nd Street door, you may recycle your bulletin in the basket at the door. 

 

**** 
Participants in tonight’s service: 

Christ Candle Readers/Lighters: The Raker Family 

Readers: Salina Brett 

Greeters/Ushers: Spock Family 

Pastor: Rev. Miriam Foltz 

  



 

The Beautiful Christmas Display of Flowers 

In the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God 

 

Joan Appleby In Memory of Bob Appleby 

Joanne Viola In Memory of Carlo Viola 

Connie Reese In Memory of Don Reese 

Nichole Welling In Memory of Family Loved Ones 

Carol & Gene Mayhew In Honor of the Brave People of Ukraine 

Miriam, Steven & Parker Foltz 
In Honor of the Members of New Castle Presbyterian 

Church 

Dan & Shirley Knox 
In Memory of Corky Viola, Mary Pratt & Other 

NCPC Saints that we’ve lost this year 

Dan & Shirley Knox In Honor of all those serving on NCPC Boards 

Candy & Dan Dunson In Honor of Beloved Grandchildren 

Janet & Earl Reed In Memory of Loved Ones 

Jim & Susan Werkheiser In Memory of Grace Werkheiser 

Eileen Larkin & Jennifer Dunham 
In Memory of Richard & Lillian Mathiesen  

and James & Gladys Dunham 

Pat & Dave Taylor In Memory of Loved Ones 

Karen Dobson In Memory of Erle (Buddy) Dobson 

Monty & Ellie Gerhart In Honor of Our Children & Grandchildren 

Lyn Briggs  In Memory of Bob Briggs 

Peter & Kelly McCurdy In Memory of Corky Viola 

Rob & Julie Barry In Memory of Jim & Pat Adair 

Scott & Amy Selheimer 
In Memory of Don & Norma Haverstick 

And Charles Selheimer 

Conchita Showell In Memory of Mom & Nan 

Lindy & Sandy Ballance In Memory of Loved Ones 

Rick & Chris Fagles In Memory of Our Parents, Skip, Stevie, Al & Torrie 

Gail & C.J. Seitz In Memory of Our Parents 

Kris Krawczyk In Honor of All the Members of NCPC 

Jim & Beverly Stoudt In Memory of Alice & David McCallion 

Rachel Handy-Hayes  

& Steve Handy 
In Memory of Frances & Hiram Handy 

 

and 


