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September Clothing Drive  

 
 
Clean out those closets -- help yourself and help others! 
 
During the entire month of September, we will be collecting items for the Friendship 
House’s Clothing Bank of Delaware.  While all clothing items and bed linens are 
welcomed, children’s, men’s, and larger-sized, work appropriate women’s clothing are 
especially needed.  It is important that donations be clean and in ‘wearable’ condition. 
 
All donations should be bagged (large garbage bags work well) and should be left in 
the Christian Education building in Room 205 during office hours (Mon–Fri, 8:30am-
12:30pm) or after church on Sundays.  If climbing stairs is a problem, simply leave your 
donations on the first floor making sure that the bags do not interfere with normal 
traffic.  Tax donation slips will be available should you need one. 
 
This activity supports a ministry of Friendship House that not only makes clothing 
available to men, women and children in need, it also provides income and work 
experiences to women who staff the warehouse and distribution operations.   
 
Last year’s NCPC response to this call was tremendous and with your help, we hope to 
do it again.  If you need additional information, please call Conchita Showell at 302-
832-9226. 

 
 

 



  

Meeting Ground Workday Planned 
September 8, 2007 9:00 AM-1:00 PM  

 
On Saturday, September 8th, the Mission and Outreach Committee is planning a 
workday for all members of our congregation at Meeting Ground, a homeless shelter at 
Clairvaux Farms near Chesapeake City, Maryland. Rev. Carl Mazza is the Executive 
Director. 
 
As we have done in the past, we will perform duties such as window cleaning, garden 
tasks, watching the children while the parents do other things, and cleaning the picnic 
pavilion, etc. We hope to have a larger group than last year’s participation of 22 
members. The Youth Group joined us last year and really was a big help so we are 
hoping the youth will join us this year, too. 
 
To prepare for our work trip, we are asking for eac h member’s help in one of 
these ways: 
 

·  Donate a new or slightly used preschool toy for the children at the shelter 
·  Donate new or slightly used activity books, washable markers, reading books, 

and crayons suitable for elementary age children. 
·  Donate a monetary gift for us to be able to prepare a hot lunch for all members in 

the work group and all residents of the shelter. Money can be given to Linda 
Neel. 

 
Our committee will prepare the hot lunch. Please call Linda Neel to offer help or sign 
up for the day on the sign-up sheet in the CE Building. 
 
We hope to see you there!!!!!!! 
 

 
“As the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and 
reflect his glory even more.”  II Corinthians 3:18b  
 
 

Book Night at NCPC  
 
If you want to get an early start on the book selections for the upcoming season of 
Book Night at NCPC, the books are listed below.  No firm dates have been established 
yet, but they will probably be sometime in October, February and April.  
October Selection: American Gospel by Jon Meacham 
February Selection: Mountains Beyond Mountains  by Tracey Kidder 
April Selection: Grace (Eventually)  by Anne Lamott  



  

 
 A SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
The annual Spirit of Christmas celebration is Saturday, December 8, 2007.  This is the 
7th annual event and is a special occasion, since the church will conclude its 350th 
celebration with the 2007 Spirit of Christmas. 

 

Mark your calendar and make plans to support and participate in this celebration that 
funds local missions of the New Castle Presbyterian Church.  Last year’s Spirit of 
Christmas gave more than $4,000 to Friendship House.   

 
The New Castle Presbyterian Church and the New Castle Visitor’s Bureau jointly 
present the Spirit of Christmas from 10: a.m. to 5:30 a.m. Events will take place 
throughout the town of New Castle and in the New Castle Presbyterian Church 
sanctuary and Christian Education Building.  Church events include handbell concerts 
and choral concerts by the NewArk Choral. 
  

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 
The Spirit of Christmas is successful because of the wonderful support from every 
member of the church.  We need volunteers to help setup, greet and host the hundreds 
of visitors that come each year.  
 
We also need homemade crafts and Christmas ornaments, seasonal home 
decorations, cooks for homemade soup and breads, all your favorite books, and cookie 
makers for the free refreshment stand. 
 
We hope you can help once again this year.  If you can provide one of the needs, 
please give either of us a call, send us an e-mail or simply sign up on one of the 
volunteer pages in the Christian Education Building. 
 
Let us know how you can help make The Spirit of Christmas in 2007. 
 
If you would like to chair one of committees, please let us know.  Thank you for 
supporting the Spirit of Christmas, 
 
Susan and Irv Lipp,  
Co-Chairs of the Spirit of Christmas 
(302) 652 5712 
irvapr@comcast.net 
smksml@comcast.net 
 



  



  



  

 
 

A Special Message from the 350 th Anniversary Committee  
 

We hope everyone had a great summer.   We want to remind you of the upcoming 
350th Anniversary events for this fall.  We hope everyone enjoyed our June Seminar 
with Bill Quillen, our wonderful float in the Separation Day Parade, our 350th Birthday 
Party and Picnic, Rev. Nancy‘s  July 1st service conducted as it may have occurred in 
1776 and our participation in numerous mission events. 
Now, get ready for fall and mark your calendar for these special events and join us for: 
Sunday Evening September 23 rd at 6:00 p.m . A family night supper and program on 
the historic demolition of the “Old Brownstone Church” and the renovation of our 
present meeting house back to its present condition.  
Sunday Morning October 14 th 11:00 a.m. A special Worship Service led by Rev. 
Nancy.  Enjoy a step back in time to a service and the music as it would have taken 
place in the 1800’s. 
Sunday Morning October 21 st 11:00 a.m.  A combination service and visit to our 
historical cemetery located behind the Gambacorta car dealership on Route 9 with a 
tour conducted by Earl Reed. 
Sunday Evening November 11 th at 5:00 p.m .  Our gala dinner and program at 
Wilmington College located on Route 13 to celebrate out 350th Anniversary with 
members and friends from the past and present.  Tickets will be $35.00 each.  We 
hope that this special gathering will be filled with fun, memories and a renewing of old 
friendships as well as a celebration of our “350 Years Witnessing For Christ”.  (Be sure 
to let the church office know if you have friends a nd or family that you want us to 
put on the invitation list) 
Thursday Morning November 22 at 8:00 a.m. Our Special Thanksgiving Breakfast ( it 
will be catered) with the first showing of the DVD of Rev. Ralph Johnson’s inspirational 
Thanksgiving slide show that was a tradition each Thanksgiving during his ministry at 
the New Castle Presbyterian Church.  Start your Thanksgiving Day off with this special 
event and we will have you out and on to the rest of your Thanksgiving Day activities 
by 9:00 a.m.  Copies of the DVD will be available for a nominal price. 
Saturday December 8 th the “Spirit of Christmas   Again this year the Church along 
with the merchants in the community will sponsor this special day as a mission fund 
raiser.  House tours, craft items, a silent auction, musical concerts and many other 
events will fill the day. 
Sunday Morning December 30 th at 11:00 a.m.   A special service concluding out 350th 
Anniversary Celebration  remembering  the past and celebrating the future of the New 
Castle Presbyterian Church with our Anniversary Anthem and Hymn. 
Monday Evening December 31 st at 5:30 a.m.   A New year’s Eve Progressive Dinner 
followed by a church service closing out our year of Celebration. 
 
            - Carol Mayhew 
 



  

 
 



  

 
Directory Update  

 
Arline Olds has a new phone number.  She can be reached at 302-328-5533.  
 
 

 
 

Meals on Wheels  
 

NCPC does not come up in the rotation for September.  We resume beginning the 
week of October 1st.  If anyone is interested in delivering meals to shut-in Seniors in 
the New Castle area, please contact Ellen Matthews at 302-777-1133. 
 
Monday   Tuesday        Wednesday      Thursday    Friday  
Susan Flook Jean Swanson  Dot & Jason     Cynthia Robbins  Shirley Knox 
Phoebe Dill          Campbell    Nanette Nichol 
 

 
 
 

Visiting Preacher  
 

On September 30, we are pleased to welcome an old friend to the leadership of 
worship at New Castle Presbyterian Church during Pastor Nancy’s vacation.  Former 
Interim Pastor Bob Bolt will be preaching for us that day.  Come and join us in worship! 

 
 
 

Volunteers Needed  
 

The Volunteer Department of St. Francis Healthcare Services is actively recruiting new 
volunteers.  We invite men, women, and students from the community, to join the ranks 
of our Volunteer Staff.  Intrusting volunteer positions, which offer interaction with staff 
and patients, are an excellent way for students to gain knowledge of the health care 
professions.  Adult volunteers, with some discretionary time available to contribute to 
their community, find volunteering in the hospital and nursing home a rewarding 
experience.  For more information, please call Ana L. Rutkowski Volunteer Services 
Coordinator at (302)421-4104 or email arutkowski@che-east.org. 
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The Founding of the first Presbytery in American  

 
 The leading pastor in the founding of the Presbytery was Francis Makemie.  He 
was born in 1658 at Remelton, Ulster, Northern Ireland to Scottish parents.  He was 
educated at the University of Glasgow.  He returned to Ireland and was ordained 
probably in 1682 by the Presbytery of Laggan.  The date is uncertain because 
Presbyterians were being persecuted at the time.  He soon sailed to Virginia to answer 
a call to serve tenants on a tobacco plantation. 
 Makemie lead an extremely productive life for the next twenty years.  He served 
or organized churches in Virginia and on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and became 
active in business.  The business was necessary because Presbyterians in the area 
were too poor to pay him.  He also spent several years on the island of Barbados.  He 
married, and had two children, who did not survive to maturity.   
 He carried on a correspondence with Increase Mather in Boston, disputed with 
the Quakers, and wrote several religious articles for publication. 
 It was necessary to obtain a dissenter’s license to preach in Anglican Virginia, 
and soon also in Maryland.  Anglican priests slowed the process by referring it to the 
governor for a decision.  Also, a new church building had just been erected in 
Rehoboth under the leadership of Makemie.  The Anglican rectors requested that it be 
turned over to them by the court for Anglican use.  This matter was sent to the Bishop 
of London for a decision. 
 Anglican establishment was now a real threat.  In 1706 there were four ministers 
in Maryland, two in Delaware (John Wilson at New Castle and Samuel Davis at 
Lewes), and on at Philadelphia.  By drawing these congregations into and authoritative 
church court, religious tolerance would be strengthened.  Thus was born the 
Presbyterian Church in America.  This was Makemie’s greatest achievement.  The first 
meeting was held in Philadelphia in the spring of 1706.  The second was held in New 
Castle in December of the same year to ordain John Boyd as pastor of the church in 
Freehold NJ. 
 Following this Presbytery meeting Makemie and Rev. John Hampton of Snow Hill 
MD set off to visit Boston.  Apparently they were attempting to draw other 
congregations into the Presbytery.  When they stopped at New York City, they 
received and invitation to dine with the governor, Lord Cornbury.  The next day 
Makemie was asked to preach at the local Dutch Reformed and French Reformed 
churches.  Cornbury refused them permission.  He was leading the persecution of 
Dissenters in that colony.  Makemie then held a church service in a private home in 
January with all the doors and windows open.  In that service he baptized a baby.  
Cornbury then issued a warrant for their arrest for preaching without a license.  Their 
licenses to preach in Virginia were refused.  Makemie was imprisoned for six months, 
then tried.  He was found innocent.  Religious freedom was established. 
 
            - Bob Swick 
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Contact the New Castle Presbyterian Church office: 
ncpc1651@verizon.net  

 
Contact:  The Rev. Nancy Rowland at: 

ncpcpastor@verizon.net  
 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline is September 24, 2007 . 
 

 
Address Change 

Requested 


