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Dear Friends,

Yes, it is that time of year again! October is traditionally the time when we all
endure the process of responding to a request to make a financial pledge to the
church. None of us needs to be told how world, national and state economic
conditions have impacted our lives. Each of us has felt economic stresses in unique
ways, however, on one thing we can all agree. Those already less fortunate than
most of us are suffering at levels hard for us to imagine.

What do world, national and state financial hardships have to do with New
Castle Presbyterian Church? The answer is simple yet complicated. Christ calls
us to serve! All that you give is for service to others. Dollars spend for Christian
education, music, preaching/teaching, youth programs, mission, and yes, dollars
spent on maintenance, utilities and office expenses are all dollars spent on service
to others. The approved mission/vision statement of our congregation reads “that
we will be a church viewed by the community as welcoming to all with programs
that support everyone. Itisachurchthat lives by and learns from the teachings
of Christ.” Christ taught service to others.

And now for my direct appeal. . . .. Did you know that 5% of our pledging
units give 50% of our annual budget? That means that 95% of our pledging
units give the other 50%. To me this is astounding.

There is a message here for all of us. All of us are challenged to prayerfully
consider our pledge for 2010. We are challenged to think beyond whether to give
another dollar per week or what percent we will increase our pledge over last year.
We are challenged to first examine what we are now giving in light of what the
church gives to us and  then consider  what would be our most generous gift for
2010. We cannot adopt the philosophy of someone else will do it!

Thank you friends. We are all so much of a blessing to each other. May each
of us feel Christ’'s presence in our lives and respond accordingly.

Sincerely,
Monty Gerhart, Resource and Development Committee

IMPORTANT STEWARDSHIP DATES

Sunday, November 1 — Stewardship Brunch — 12:15 PM
Sunday, November 15 — Pledge Commitment Sunday



Stewardship Brunch

Sunday, November 1, 2009 12:15 p.m.
If you have not already been called by an officer by October 25 to place your
reservation,
please call the church office
at 302-328-3279 or sign up in the Fellowship Hall.

*PROGRAM*
“For Such a Time as This”
at New Castle Presbyterian Church
*Child Care Provided*

Our future mission at this church depends upon your whole-hearted
support!

Members are to bring:
a breakfast casserole, a side dish, a salad, or breakfast breads.

+

Give to the Peacemaking Offering

The Peacemaking Offering was created in 1980 to support the efforts of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to live out a deeper commitment to peacemaking
as part of our faithfulness to God. It is one of four special offerings designated
by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’'s General Assembly.

The offering will be received on World Communion Sunday, October 4.

Our congregation retains 25 percent of the Offering we receive to use for local
ministries of peacemaking within our church and community. Twenty-five
percent is used by presbyteries and synods, and 50 percent is used by the
General Assembly ministries through the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program.
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Whereas, the CROP Hunger Walk will raise funds to help stop hunger both locally
and globally; -
NOW, THEREFORE, |, \, Fid, -

LA darad , iayor of New Castle,
John F. Kiingmeysr

Belaware do hereby proclaim Qeteber 18, 2008 as CROP HUNGER WALK DAY

DAY in the City of New Casile and do urge the citizens of New Castls to support
this Crop Hunger Walk.

9/27/2009




Mission and Outreach News

CROP Walk

October 18th will be the date for the CROP Walk in New Castle. Please join
our friends from other local churches in New Castle as we walk together to help
individuals who are struggling in our local communities and in the worldwide
community. Our goal is to raise $10,000.00 from this walk. Please consider
walking with us or making a donation to one of our walkers. Janet Spring will
be signing walkers up during coffee hour. If you cannot walk, please see the
list of walkers from our church on the easel in the CE Building and consider
donating to them. Please make checks payable to CROP/CWS.

Friendship House Breakfast

Friendship House Breakfast will be served on October 25th at the 8th and
Shipley Street location. If you can volunteer to prep the meal on Saturday,
October 24th at 3:00 p.m. or serve on Sunday, October 25th at 7:00 a.m.
please sign you name on the volunteer sheets on the easel in the CE Building.
Food donations are also needed. If you can donate food, please sign up on the
Food Donations sheet. Thank you for your continued support to this very
worthwhile mission activity.

Seamen’s Center

The Mission and Outreach Committee would like to remind everyone that we
will again be supporting the Seamen’s Center “Christmas at Sea” program this
December. As in the past years we hope to provide 30 plus “Ditty Boxes” which
include various items such as shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, candy, etc.
We were also able to include hand knitted scarves and hats as part of 1,300
“Ditty Boxes” given to the seamen arriving by ship during December. This is
our opportunity as a church and as individuals to share our resources and our
gratitude to those who work all year long to provide us with essential goods.
This is a wonderful opportunity for our congregation to be part of the “bigger
world” as we share our time and talents during the Christmas season. For
those wishing to participate please see the poster in the Fellowship Hall.

If anyone has questions about the program please contact Ellie Gerhart at 328-
0908. We hope to repeat last year’s generosity.


















Election of Officer

On Sunday, September 28, the congregation elected Monty Gerhart as elder in
the Class of 2012:

Monty and Ellie joined New Castle Presbyterian in 1967. They feel blessed to
have two daughters who were both baptized and married in the church. Monty
has been a Deacon and has served 3 full terms and one partial term on
Session. In addition, he taught Sunday school and has been active with
numerous church projects and activities. He retired from public education in
2006 with over 39 years service as a teacher and school administrator.
“After being retired for over two years, | felt that | still had something to
contribute to my profession. In February, 2009, | was blessed to be
named to the fulltime position of Program Coordinator for the Master’s
Degree in School Leadership at Wilmington University where | have also
served as an adjunct assistant professor for over ten years. In this
position, | have constant contact with teachers and | am able to share my
experiences, vision and belief system regarding the future of public
education. | love starting a new career and finding a renewed professional
purpose. | rejoice at all that life has given me. . . a loving wife, two
wonderful daughters, two sons in-law and four “prize winning”
grandchildren. New Castle Presbyterian Church has given so much to
our family and | am excited to once again contribute what | can to the life
of this church.”

Monty and recently elected elder Connie Reese will be installed to their offices
at a later date.



Adult Education

Sundays:
Join us on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Room 206 to revisit a popular video series

on Grace by Philip Yancey. We enjoyed this some years ago, and it's back by
popular demand!

Wednesdays:

Join us at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a new study of Old Testament
Wisdom Literature! Song of Solomon will knock your socks off, and
Ecclesiastes will sound the cynical voice of our age. See how contemporary
the Hebrew Bible can be!

Worship Leaders Invited

Anyone interested in participating in our worship service by reading Bible
passages and prayers is invited to sign up in the CE building vestibule. Our
Pastor chooses the readings and prepares them for the lay worship leader. Any
guestions, call Marcia Quillen 656-5799. There will be a training session
October 4 ™ at 12:15pm in the Meeting House.

Communion Workshop

=

Nancy will lead a brief information and question answering workshop for all
those scheduled to serve communion in the coming year immediately following
worship on October 11. Meet in the kitchen — coffee and cookie in hand.
Everyone is welcome. The Communion Server Schedule is posted on the CE
Building bulletin board.



ONE SHOT SERVICE SUNDAY
Sunday October 25

For the first time, our youth fellowship will be participating in a Presbyterian
youth event in the Wilmington area. Ten churches are gathering on one
Sunday — October 25 — to serve the needs of these valuable ministries:
Andrew's Place/Women's Day Center, Clothing Bank of Delaware, Urban
Promise, Habitat for Humanity, Friendship House, and various men's and
women's shelters.

The churches participating are: Red Clay, Calvary, First & Central, Elsmere,
Trinity, Westminster, Concord, Hanover, Limestone, and New Castle!

No one, not even the Extreme Makeover Home Edition team, can build a house
in 3 hours. The goal is to engage youth in making a connection with a
community ministry, to better understand the need and the response this
ministry makes. Shampooing a carpet, or organizing a tool trailer, or planting
bulbs or scrubbing kitchen cabinets may not seem like much of an
accomplishment --- but it does make a connection. It does make the needs of
the poor and the response of the faithful real. And it does get kids -- all of us --
drawn out of ourselves, with our eyes, and our hearts, a bit more open.

New Castle Presbyterian Church is asked to contribute the following items to
the day:

Soap
Shampoo
Deodorant
Toothpaste
Tooth brushes
Lotion

Hand sanitizer

There will be a box in the Christian Education entryway for your donations.
Thank you for helping us serve those who need our help and for helping our
youth make a connection with the wider community!



Spread the Good News!!

Volunteer to distribute door hangers in a nearby neighborhood in the next two
weeks, and spread the good news about New Castle Presbyterian Church. The
Congregational Life and Membership Committee have developed attractive new
literature giving nearby residents the basic story about our congregation and its
ministries, with an invitation to try us out! Now all we need are willing walkers
to hang them on door knobs! Get some good exercise and get the word out at
the same time! Door hangers are available in a box in the outer office.

We Need Your Unused Wheelchairs!

If you have any unused wheelchairs, walkers, canes, etc., please consider
giving them to the church, so that we will have some on hand for emergency
use. Please call Kris in the church office to arrange delivery.

We Need Your Keys Back!

Anyone who is no longer an active member of the Trustees, Deacons, or
Session is requested to return their keys to Kris in the church office, so that we
can distribute them to our new active officers. Thank you for your speedy
response!






SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

Our 9" annual Spirit of Christmas is only a couple months away.

Once again, we will be featuring “Look What $20 Will Buy.” We are looking for
members to solicit donations from businesses and/or contribute new items from
individuals that are worth $30 or more. We will tag them with information about
what their purchase of $20 will support at Friendship House, such as meals,
clothing, and other forms of support and assistance for the homeless. Last
year, we sold 92 items, but needed many more. This year’s goal is 150 items!
Joan Appleby will again coordinate this effort and store the items you procure
until December.

Donations are also needed for the Book-DVD-CD sale, for the soup and bread
sale, and lots of cookies for the cookie, coffee/cocoa table. Workshops are
already underway, and will continue, creating sewing and craft projects to be
sold. We also encourage you to contribute craft items created on your own. A
new craft project will create Christmas ornaments out of all those large clip-on
earrings you no longer use! Rummage through your jewelry drawers and make
a contribution to the box in the Christian Education building entryway. They will
be beautifully transformed and sold at the craft table!

Be looking for information telling you where you should bring donations and
when, and very important, how you can volunteer on Spirit of Christmas Day.
Our community now looks forward to this event. Let's make this the best one
yet!

Carol Mayhew, Ellie Gerhart, Nanette Nichol
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Monthly Report

Look here each month for a statistical report on the life of the congregation:

Membership:
AUGUST .. 184
AdAItION e 0
0SS e 0
SepPteMDBEr ... 184

Income thru 8/09:

2009 Budgeted expectation: ................. $159,399.00

2009 Actual:........coevvviniiiiiieeeeieeeeinn $144,470.00
Expenses thru 8/09:

2009 Budgeted: ........ccccevviieeiiiiiieiiiiiiennn, $157,712.00

2009 Actual:........ooevvviiiiiiiieeeeieeeinn $156,239.00

MEALS ON WHEELS

We need your help! Please volunteer to deliver meal s once every 6 weeks.
Our volunteer base is getting low. Consider this as your call in Christ!

Our next delivery will be October 26-30. If anyone is interested in delivering
meals to shut-in Seniors in the New Castle area, please contact the office at
302-328-3279.

Monday 26 Tuesday 27 Wednesday 28 Thursday 29  Friday 30
Shirley Knox Lois Barth Cynthia Robbins Dot & Jason Susan Flook
Joan Smith Nanette Nichol Campbell Ruth Moore
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