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Back from Montreat  

 
Ten hours there, ten hours back and a spiritual transformation in between!  New Castle 
Presbyterian Church sent a team of three youth and one adult (Pastor Nancy!) to our 
denomination’s conference center in Montreat, North Carolina.  We were surrounded 
by mountains and by the mighty presence of God’s love.  We spent the week in 
energizers (exercises to music), songs, keynote presentations, small groups, 
recreation, and evening worship.  We gathered around the table for three meals a day, 
and we climbed Mount Lookout (well, Nancy’s knees got part-way up!).  Hear what our 
young people had to say about their experience: 

 
My time at Montreat was a great experience!  I learned a lot about myself and how God 
wants me to live.  I also met new friends, some of whom I’ll keep in touch with.  
Everyone there was extremely nice and accepting.                                  –Zach Dobson 
 
I am glad I went to Montreat because it helped me grow closer to God from attending 
worship and keynote lesson everyday for a week and by making close friends. 
                                                  –Beth Hentkowski 
 
What I loved about Montreat is that you could just be yourself.  No one there knew how 
you acted back at home, so you didn’t have to pretend to be anything other than who 
you really were.              –Jackie Cobb 
 
There is no finer use of ministry dollars than this:  young people learning how to spread 
the good news of God’s love.  We’re already making plans for next year!!  We are 
children of God!! 



  

 
 
 

Visiting Preachers  
 

During the next few months, we are pleased to welcome a number of old and new 
friends to the leadership of worship at New Castle Presbyterian Church during Pastor 
Nancy’s vacation. 

 
August 12 – Shannon Hanson, member of Church of the  

Covenant and Inquirer for Ministry in our presbytery.  She is a federal 
attorney. 

 August 19 – Neta Pringle, retired minister who occasionally 
    worships with us. 
 September 30 – Bob Bolt, former Interim Pastor 
 
 

 

 

Good Spiritual Advice from 1898  

 

The Master’s standard must be ours.  Every member of Christ a worker for him, how, 
when, and where he gives opportunity.  Simple neglect can become sinful in a degree 
beyond what an easy going conscience will admit.  A parish is not an elevator in which 
one pulls the rope and all quietly and inactively rise together to higher stages of 
Christian usefulness.  A parish is a mill in which every member has a loom to tend, and 
weave thereon by his daily conduct a life pattern which shall form with his neighbors’ 
labors a gift for the Master.  Part of this pattern is found in this parish.  Its material and 
spiritual welfare is in the hands of each member.  Much awaits our doing in the coming 
years, because the divine reward of faithfulness is larger opportunity.  Offer no excuse 
in the face of any difficulty which you cannot offer on your knees to God himself. 

 
      KENSEY JOHNS HAMMOND 

Pastor of Immanuel Episcopal Church, Highlands 
 

 

Sympathy  
 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to John and Sylvia Gilmore upon the 
death of his brother on July 21 (the day before John graciously preached and led 
worship for us).  Thanks be to God who gives us the victory in our Lord Jesus Christ. 



  

 

 

Habitat for Humanity Greetings  

Through our MORE THAN HOUSES Campaign, we were compelled to respond to the 
growing need in our community for affordable housing. Today, there are over 7,300 
people living in substandard living conditions in New Castle County. We sought to 
increase our capacity to build homes and to enable another 105 families in our 
community to become homeowners over the next five years. To achieve this, we 
sought partners to fund capital and endowment priorities needed for building our 
capacity to fulfill our vision.  

Appropriately entitled, our MORE THAN HOUSES effort signifies that we build more 
than houses - we build hope for our community. We provide families more than a 
house-we give them a strong foundation to grow. With a program like Habitat, the 
impact is immediate, and the results are long lasting.  

Thanks to our campaign volunteers and donors who worked tirelessly.  Habitat was 
able to achieve this tremendous goal! We continue to secure other gifts with the hope 
that we can reach our stretch goal of $7.5 million, and help more families own a simple, 
decent home.  

 
�  Construction Updates  

Women Build:  Both houses are framed, and the roof is on, including the shingles. 
Siding and interior framing continues. Check our website (www.habitatncc.org) for 
volunteer slots and schedule availability.  

Hope Landing, Phase II:  All 8 houses have roofs, mechanicals have been completed, 
and interior insulation and drywall work to begin soon.  
 



  

Meeting Ground Workday Planned 
September 8, 2007 9:00 AM-1:00 PM  

 
On Saturday, September 8th, the Mission and Outreach Committee is planning a 
workday for all members of our congregation at Meeting Ground, a homeless shelter at 
Clairvaux Farms near Chesapeake City, Maryland. Rev. Carl Mazza is the Executive 
Director. 
 
As we have done in the past, we will perform duties such as window cleaning, garden 
tasks, watching the children while the parents do other things, and cleaning the picnic 
pavilion, etc. We hope to have a larger group than last year’s participation of 22 
members. The Youth Group joined us last year and really was a big help so we are 
hoping the youth will join us this year, too. 
 
To prepare for our work trip, we are asking for eac h member’s help in one of 
these ways: 
 

• Donate a new or slightly used preschool toy for the children at the shelter 
• Donate new or slightly used activity books, washable markers, reading books, 

and crayons suitable for elementary age children. 
• Donate a monetary gift for us to be able to prepare a hot lunch for all members in 

the work group and all residents of the shelter. Money can be given to Linda 
Neel. 

 
Our committee will prepare the hot lunch. Please call Linda Neel to offer help or sign 
up for the day on the sign-up sheet in the CE Building. 
 
We hope to see you there!!!!!!! 
 

 
“As the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and 
reflect his glory even more.”  II Corinthians 3:18b  
 
 

Book Night at NCPC  
 
If you want to get an early start on the book selections for the upcoming season of 
Book Night at NCPC, the books are listed below.  No firm dates have been established 
yet, but they will probably be sometime in October, February and April.  
 
October Selection: American Gospel by Jon Meacham 
February Selection: Mountains Beyond Mountains  by Tracey Kidder 
April Selection: Grace (Eventually)  by Anne Lamott



  

Summer Craft Workshop  

  
A Summer Craft Workshop will be held Monday, August 13th, at 7:00 PM at Linda Neel's 
home in Newark to make bracelets to be sold at the Spirit of Christmas event. All monies 
raised for the Spirit of Christmas program will benefit Friendship House again this year. Each 
volunteer will be asked to contribute $7.00 for sup plies if you want to take a bracelet 
home for yourself at the end of the evening or pay nothing and just come and string 
beads!!!  
  
If you are interested in helping and have not advised Janet Spring or Linda Neel of your 
desire to participate, please contact Linda Neel at 292-6847.  Thanks. 
            - Linda Neel 
 

 
Mission and Outreach News

 
During the month of July we served breakfast at the Friendship House location at 8th and 
Shipley.  We would like to thank the following people for their help.  Nancy Coning, Phyllis 
Stallard, and the Spock family helped prepare the breakfast on Saturday afternoon.  Jim and 
Linda Neel and Tom McDowell helped to serve on Sunday.  We would also like to thank the 
following people for their generous donations of food or money:  Jean and Herb Swanson, 
Nanette Nichol, Nancy Coning, Bev Stoudt, Mary Pratt, Phyllis Stallard, Ellie Gerhart, and 
Marcia Quillen.  We value your continued support for this very worthwhile mission.  
 
We also had the privilege of serving dinner to twenty of the Urban Promise Counselors.  They 
came to our church on Sunday, July 15th at 4:00 p.m.  There were 10 young men and 10 
young women who were eager to share their experiences about what they have been doing 
with young children in the city of Wilmington at the Urban Promise summer camps.  Their 
stories were heart warming, funny, and, in some cases, a little sad.  These young people 
were from many parts of the United States and there were two young men from England and 
one young man from Nigeria.  They have donated their summers to make a positive 
difference in a child's life.  God bless them for their hard work and efforts!!  
 
They began at 4:00 with group meetings and prayers.  At 5:15, Nancy prepared a service of 
music, scripture and a brief homily.  Supper was then served and during dessert, the 
counselors stood and talked about their experiences at the summer camp locations.  Their 
leader, Rob Prestowicz also shared some of his experiences establishing Urban Promise in 
Wilmington and gave a lot of credit to our own Bob Swick for his participation early on in 
helping to bring Urban Promise to Wilmington.  They were also very appreciative of the many 
arts and crafts items that were donated and there is a separate letter of thanks from Rob in 
the newsletter. 
 
We would like to thank the following people for their gifts of food for the dinner:  Maryellen 
Wample, Linda Neel, Nanette Nichol, Bev Stoudt, Chris Grant, Nancy Coning, Amy 
Selheimer, Mary Pratt, Phyllis Stallard, Conchita Showell, and Byron Knight.   
 
       - Janet Spring, Mission and Outreach Committee



  



  

 



  



  

 
 
 

Meals on Wheels  
 

Meals on wheels this month is the week of August 20th.  The volunteers for the week 
are listed below: 
 
Monday    Tuesday        Wednesday         Thursday  Friday  
Susan Flook  Joan Smith        Dot & Jason        Shirley Knox Cynthia Robbins 
Phoebe Dill   Jean Swanson   Campbell    Nanette Nichol 
 
 
 

September Clothing Drive  
 
 
Clean out those closets -- help yourself and help others! 
 
During the entire month of September, we will be collecting items for the Friendship 
House’s Clothing Bank of Delaware.  While all clothing items and bed linens are 
welcomed, children’s, men’s, and larger-sized, work appropriate women’s clothing are 
especially needed.  It is important that donations be clean and in ‘wearable’ condition. 
 
All donations should be bagged (large garbage bags work well) and should be left in 
the Christian Education building in Room 205 during office hours (Mon–Fri, 8:30am-
12:30pm) or after church on Sundays.  If climbing stairs is a problem, simply leave your 
donations on the first floor making sure that the bags do not interfere with normal 
traffic.  Tax donation slips will be available should you need one. 
 
This activity supports a ministry of Friendship House that not only makes clothing 
available to men, women and children in need, it also provides income and work 
experiences to women who staff the warehouse and distribution operations.   
 
Last year’s NCPC response to this call was tremendous and with your help, we hope to 
do it again.  If you need additional information, please call Conchita Showell at 302-
832-9226. 
 



  



  



  



  



  

 
 
 

Delaware in the Revolutionary War  
 

 In 1774 a meeting was held in New Castle to protest British tyranny.  On June 
15, 1776, the Delaware assembly suspended all royal authority in the three counties 
and within a month, on the decisive vote of Caesar Rodney, Delaware cast its lot with 
its sister colonies for the War for American Independence.  At home, leadership during 
the war was provided by seasoned statesmen, such as Caesar Rodney, Thomas 
McKean, John Dickinson, and George Read. 
 On the battlefront, the Delaware regiment of the Continental Army gained a 
reputation for excellence.  In the Carolina campaigns, soldiers of the regiment fought 
well and with such tenacity that they won the title “Blue Hen’s Chickens”, after the 
Delaware gamecocks prized for their fighting qualities. 
 Strategically situated between the Chesapeake and Delaware bays, Delaware 
was in danger of invasion throughout the war.  In 1777 the capitol of Delaware was 
moved from New Castle to Dover to avoid being captured by the British.  The year of 
its greatest peril was 1777-1778.  Washington’s headquarters were at Wilmington in 
the late summer of 1777, and his troops were positioned on the banks of the Red Clay 
Creek in the Marshallton-Stanton area. 
 A British and Hessian force invaded Delaware near Glasgow, and the September 
3, 1777 Battle of Cooch’s Bridge was fought, turning the British north to meet the 
American forces again at the Battle of Brandywine.  Here the Americans were 
defeated, leaving Wilmington open for capture and a British occupation that lasted 
more than a month.   
 The state remained close to the war for another six months, because the 
Delaware Bay and River were infested with enemy ships after the capture of 
Philadelphia.  In June 1778, the British evacuated Philadelphia and their fleet left the 
river.  However, a naval vessel remained on guard at Cape Henlopen, and under its 
protection the Delaware coast was frequently harassed. 
 In 1767 the congregations of New Castle and Christiana Bridge called the Rev. 
Joseph Montgomery.  Using the occasion of a fast day proclaimed by the Continental 
Congress on July 20, 1775, Mr. Montgomery preached a fiery sermon in favor of 
independence before the militia companies.  Taking a test from Deuteronomy, he 
compared the Americans to the Israelites facing their enemies.  Declaring that the 
British were frightened by the prospects of America’s future greatness, he denounced 
the efforts of the mother country to reduce Americans to slavery.  He advised his 
listeners to go forth to serve God, and their cause would be blessed.  After war was 
declared he resigned his charge and joined the American Army as a chaplain.  At the 
close of the war, he moved to Pennsylvania and when poor health prevented him from 
preaching, he represented Pennsylvania in the Continental Congress. 
            - Bob Swick 
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Contact the New Castle Presbyterian Church office: 
ncpc1651@verizon.net  

 
Contact:  The Rev. Nancy Rowland at: 

ncpcpastor@verizon.net  
 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline is August 20, 2007 . 
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