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We Need Your Help 

 
The 350th Anniversary Committee is in the process of gathering names and 
addresses of folks to be invited to the banquet on November 11, 2007.  
Committee members are looking over several lists at this time.  These include 
former members, inactive members and friends of the church. 
 
If you know of anyone that you believe should be invited, please give the name 
and especially current address, to Janet in the office as soon as possible.  Even 
if it turns out that we already have that name, that is O.K.  Better to have that 
cross check than not. 
 
Thank you.  We don’t want to miss anyone. 
       - Nanette Nichol for the 350th Committee 
 
 

Meals on Wheels 
 

Meals on Wheels is the week of May 28th.  Please note that Monday, May 28th is 
a holiday and there will be no MOW delivery.  The volunteers for the week are 
listed below: 
 
Monday (holiday)  Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday Friday 

Susan Flook  Joan Smith        Dot & Jason        Shirley Knox Cynthia Robbins 
Phoebe Dill   Jean Swanson   Campbell    Nanette Nichol 

 
 



  

All Hands on Deck! 
 

It’s time to mark your calendars for one of the highlights of our 350th Anniversary 
Celebration!  The Presbytery of New Castle will be meeting at our church (the 
oldest church in the presbytery) on May 22, 2007.  We will be responsible for 
registration and breakfast-type refreshments, meeting space, and lunch.  We 
need every member to help in some way.  You will soon be called to sign up for a 
responsibility.  We need as many volunteers as we can get to be present that 
Tuesday.  Responsibilities will include:  facilitating parking, setting up tables and 
chairs (multiple times during the day), being present in the Meeting House during 
the meeting, helping serve bag lunches and drinks, giving directions (especially 
to rest rooms!), interpreting the history of our congregation, selling 350th 
Anniversary items, baking breakfast goods and cookies for lunch, clean-up, and 
more.  Sign up in the fellowship hall.  Please note:  this event is three days after 
A Day in Old New Castle.  The lunch meal is being coordinated by Nancy 
Coning, parking by Monty Gerhart.  For other questions, please ask Pastor 
Nancy. 
 
 

Mother's Day Gardens 
 
With the return of bloom and spring showers, you may be planning your spring 
garden. The women of the Friendship House transitional housing program are 
doing the same: planting flowers for spring and summer beauty. You can support 
these gardens--and the transitional housing program--by making a donation to 
the Mother's Day Garden project. It's simple: just pick up a donor card from the 
Friendship House poster and follow the directions. (Also look for our mailing) 
Your gift can be a lovely way to honor your own mother or to celebrate the 
presence of another special woman in your life. The woman you honor will 
receive a floral card announcing your gift (but not its amount), and the garden 
you support will add beauty and hope to Friendship House housing from Mother's 
Day through to the fall. Look around and think of those who make your life 
happier, funnier, or more secure; this a wonderful, easy, and very personal way 
to say "Thank you." 
 
 

Save the Date 
 
Family Beach Day in Avalon will be Saturday, July 14th.  Put this important date 
on your calendars now!  Thanks, Corky and Jo! 



  

Photographs Needed 
 

Your 350th Anniversary Celebration Committee needs your help. We are hoping 
to collect a large number of photographs of our church buildings and our 
congregation over the years. Old photographs are particularly welcome as well 
as postcards and other images. More recent photographs are also needed so 
that our retrospective is comprehensive and current, too. We promise to keep 
careful track of each and every item submitted and to store all carefully and 
return to you in the condition in which you delivered them. Please contact Corky 
Viola for additional information and to make photo contributions to the project. 
Thanks for your help.  
 
 

Webmasters Needed 
 
We are in the process of developing a rotation schedule for webmaster 
responsibilities for this church.  Training will be provided by our own IT person, 
Bruce Raker.  If you feel called to this kind of service, please contact Nancy 
Rowland, speak to Bruce, or sign up in the fellowship hall. 

 
 

Vacation Bible School Is Coming!! 
 

Don’t miss out on all the fun!  Vacation Bible School returns on July 8-12, 6:15 to 
8:15 each evening.  This year our theme is the Great Bible Reef, and we will be 
diving deep into the Word of God.  We need volunteers to make our school the 
very best!  Please sign up on the sheets provided in the Fellowship Hall.  It’s lots 
of fun and you can make a big difference in someone’s life! 
 

 

Meals On Wheels Drivers Needed 

Could you volunteer two hours of your time mid-day one day (substitute) to nine 
days (regular) a year to deliver hot meals to shut-ins in the New Castle area?  
The Meals on Wheels programs has lost a few drivers recently and our pool of 
drivers is rather thin.  If you are interested, please contact Ellen Matthews at 302-
777-1133.   

           - Ellen Matthews 



  

Seamen’s Center 

The Mission and Outreach Committee would like to remind everyone that we will 
again be supporting the Seamen’s Center’s “Christmas at Sea” program next 
December.  Last year the congregation provided 30 ditty boxes, which included 
various items such as shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, candy, etc.  We were 
also able to include 30 hand knitted scarves, 10 hand knitted hats and some 
purchased hats that were given to the seamen as part of the 1300 ditty boxes 
given to the arriving ships in the month of December.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our congregation to be part of the bigger world as we share in 
celebrating Christmas and sharing our time and resources.   

If anyone has any questions about the program please call Ellie Gerhart (302-
328-0908).  Ellie will be available to teach or help with any knitting questions.  
The summer months are a great time to work on a Seamen’s scarf.  As always, 
patterns and some yarn are readily handy in the basket in the Fellowship 
Hall…we hope we will be able to repeat last year’s generosity.   

           - Ellie Gerhart 

 

 

A Thank You 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
 I have never been as comfortable speaking spontaneously as writing, after 
a time to think.  On March 18, after the service of Commendation and Committal 
for Ralph, followed by the pot luck dinner and wonderful sharing of 
remembrances by so many dear people, I was speechless.  Thanks to Nancy 
and the choir the service was “just right”. – Rob felt privileged to play his oboe, 
where Wally Pancoast, so many years ago, encouraged him to learn to play it.  
We really appreciated the many gracious and generous memories of Ralph’s 
ministry shared.  You placed him just “a little lower than the angels”! 
 
 It is my prayer that the services in December and March and the memories 
shared help us all to continue to work for solutions to the issues of poverty, 
justice and peace that were so much a part of his ministry.  May it be so! 
 
           - Anita Johnson 



  

Mission and Outreach News 
 
Urban Promise Summer Camp Supplies 
 
This summer Urban Promise will be providing summer camp programs for the 
children of Wilmington.  We can help by providing arts and crafts supplies and 
playground equipment.  Please look for the poster displaying the list of needs 
and take a "post-it" shopping list and bring the item/s on your list back to the CE 
Building during the month of May.  Most of these items can be found at Happy 
Harry's, A.C. Moore, Toys-R-Us or Kmart.  Cash donations can also be given to 
Janet Spring if would like to participate but cannot get to the store.  We will also 
be collecting empty gallon milk and juice jugs for use at the camp.  Please rinse 
them out and put them in the collection box in the CE Building.  Thank you for 
your support of this very worthwhile cause.  If you want to read more about 
Urban Promise, check out the articles on the Mission Bulletin board in the CE 
Building. 
 
On July 15th we will also be serving dinner to the counselors of Urban Promise.  
Many of these young people come from all over the world to work for Urban 
Promise and their youth summer camp program.  There will be a sign-up sheet in 
June for anyone interested in helping cook and serve a meal for these dedicated 
young people.  
 
Friendship House Breakfast-April 7th and 8th 
 
We would like to thank Nancy Coning, Tom McDowell, and Jim and Susan Flook 
for their help on Saturday getting the breakfast prepared for Sunday.  Carol and 
Gene Mayhew, Jo and Corky Viola, and Jim and Linda Neel helped serve 
breakfast to over 100 people on a very cold, wet and windy Sunday.  We would 
also like to thank Marcia and Bill Quillen, Herb and Mary Pratt, Mickey Singleton, 
Nanette Nichol, Conchita Showell, and Mary and Herb Pratt for the donations of 
food.  Our next serving time will be in July.  
 
NCPC Book Night-Tuesday, May 8th 
 
We will be discussing Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the 
Bible and Why by Bart Erhman.  Discussion will begin at 7:00 p.m. 



  

Bits and Pieces of the Past 
 

 The following five and a half pages is a 34-year history of the early days 
of the New Castle Antique Show sponsored by the women of New Castle 
Presbyterian Church, 1949-1982.  Though it has no author listed and is updated, 
internal evidence strongly indicates it was written by a church member, Mrs. 
Mary Earle (1915-1996).  It appears to be her original typed copy with penciled in 
corrections.  Perhaps it was her only copy.  I found it in the church archives along 
with two attached mementos and reproduced it here exactly as I found it. 
 
 Mrs. Earle knew how to turn a phrase well, but the mechanics of writing 
didn’t seem to be important to her.  Her typewriter frequently didn’t imprint the 
letter “O” and her strung-out thoughts were often separated by three of four 
hyphens rather than periods.  Her typos, if she found them, were corrected in 
pencil.  Above all, one can sense immense energy in her writing with words flying 
onto the page in staccato fashion.  Content was here thing and, in my mind’s ear, 
I can hear her old typewriter clacking away at break-neck speed.   
 
 When my wife, Mary, and I moved to New Castle in 1952, we soon 
subscribed to its weekly newspaper, The New Castle Gazette.  The name “Mary 
Earle” showed up so frequently in the Gazette’s pages – meeting of the Town 
Counsel, Trustees of the New Castle Common, A Day in Old New Castle, 
Presbyterian Church news, etc – that I began to look for her name to see just 
what she was up to that week.  When the Pratts became members of the New 
Castle Baptist Church (then on Fifth Street behind the Post Office), Jim Earle, 
Mary’s husband, was organist there.  We never met Mrs. Earle, but out 
impressions were that she was a tireless worker, a shaker and a mover, and a 
force to be dealt with. 
 
 Writing in 1989 about the demise of the Antique Show, church historian, 
Jean Bankert, explained “As the years passed, however, the proliferation of 
antique shows and flea markets made it more difficult to attract quality dealers 
and in 1982 at the conclusion of the 35th annual show, the Session of the church 
decided to discontinue the show.”  And so that was that.   
 
 Read on though, you have a treat in store! 
 
           Herb T. Pratt 
           Church Historian 
 



  

 



  

 



  

         (to be continued next month) 



  

 

French Huguenots in the New Castle Presbyterian Church 
 

 Many of the members of this church in the early 1700’s were French 
Huguenots.  The meaning of “Huguenot” is obscure, but it may mean comrade. 
 Feudalism was alive and well in France.  The great nobles had fortified 
castles.  The peasants were at their mercy.  Huguenots were about 10 per cent 
of the population.  Their code of ethics was high.  They loaned money at interest 
and dealt fairly in business.  But, in time they became embroiled in royal politics 
and became as intolerant as the Catholics.  The situation degenerated into a 
religious massacre, when about 30,000 Huguenots were murdered in 1572. 
 A new king gave them full rights and eight cities to govern, but turmoil 
caused Cardinal Richelieu, the Prime Minister of France, to attack and capture 
their capital city.  He did not massacre them.  He recognized their immense 
economic value to France.  He placed no restrictions upon them in the Edict of 
Nantes of 1629, and they returned peacefully to commerce and industry. 
 France prospered as never before, but was not ready for democracy.  Most 
of the population was ill clothed, ill fed, illiterate, superstitious, and murderous.  
There were many astrologers, fortunetellers, and occult medical practitioners.  
The towns were controlled by businessmen, but hampered by the feudal 
privileges of the nobility.  They did not unite with them as in England to establish 
a parliament capable of checking the power of the king. 
 By 1643 there were on and a half mission Huguenots in France, but they 
were not united or have a strong organization of churches.  The central 
government was gaining power during the reign of Louis XIV.  The Catholic 
Church was growing deeply concerned about the economic power and growing 
numbers of Huguenots.  In 1685 the Catholic authorities persuaded the king to 
rescind the Edict of Nantes, “so the undisturbed reign of Jesus Christ could be 
reestablished in France”. 
 All Huguenot worship and schooling was forbidden.  Pastors were given 14 
days to leave France, but emigration of all other Huguenots was forbidden.  
Dragoons, government soldiers, invaded Huguenot towns and subjected the 
inhabitants to murder and torture.  Many were herded into Catholic churches and 
forced to convert to Catholicism.  One Catholic bishop stated that the dragoons 
were good missionaries!  Their churches were torn down and even their 
cemeteries were uprooted “to prevent the dead from mocking Europe’s most 
Catholic King”.   
 Nearby Protestant countries welcomed those who escaped because of 
their skills, strong work ethic and management abilities.  Protestant Europe 
benefited greatly from the victory of Catholicism in France.   
 America was an ethnic caldron; Huguenots soon dispersed into the general 
population and joined other Protestant churches. 
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The New Castle Presbyterian Church has a new e-mail address: 
ncpc1651@verizon.net 

 
Contact:  The Rev. Nancy Rowland at: 

ncpcpastor@verizon.net 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline is May 21, 2007. 
 

 
Address Change 

Requested 


