
 
 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 

December 16, 2007         11:00 a.m. 
 

 
ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

 
 
Handbell Prelude    “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”        Helmar 
            Colonial Chimers 
 
The Life and Work of the Church 
 Welcome, friends and members 
 Nursery care available in Education Building 

Restrooms found in Education Building 
 Prayer requests for offering plate 
 Fellowship Hour following worship 
 Announcements – please use microphone 
 
Steeple Bell 
 
Choral Introit 
 



 
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 
 

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  
Advent means coming. 
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom; like the rose it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing” 
 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is 
God’s name.” 
 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  Let us pray. 

O God, we have lit this candle as a symbol of joy. May the 
joyful promise of your presence make us rejoice in our hope of 
salvation.  O come, O come, Emmanuel.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn:  #9  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 
*Prayer of Adoration 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
  
 
 



 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors;   
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, Righteous Judge, have mercy upon us. 
We have been proud in the thoughts of our hearts; 
we have grasped at worldly power. 
We have allowed the rich to prosper 
and the poor to wither away. 
Have mercy on us, Lord! 
Remind us of your grace in ages past. 
Humble us, that we may find our strength in you. 
Kindle in us love for all you love, 
that we may join you in your work 
of mercy, redemption, and joy. 
 
(silent prayers) 



 
Assurance of Pardon      
 *Sung Response:         tune #9 VENI EMMANUEL 
   Now to the great, and sacred Three, 
       The Father, Son, and Spirit, be 
     Eternal power and glory given, 
       Through all the worlds where God is known, 
     By all the angels near the throne, 
        And all the saints in earth and heaven. 

 
 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 35: 1-10     Page:  OT 663   
 
Anthem:    “Advent Trilogy”               Harlan 
          The Choir 
 
A Scripture Conversation 
 
Canticle:   Luke 1: 47-55        The Magnificat  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Lesson:            Matthew 11:  2-11   Page:  NT 11    



 
Sermon   “The Sermon of Your Life” 
 
*Hymn     “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen” 



 
 
*An Affirmation of Faith : A Declaration of Faith, 4.1 
   
        We affirm that Jesus was born of woman as is every child, 
yet born of God’s power as was no other child.  In the person 
and work of Jesus, God’s own self and a human life are united 
but not confused, distinguished but not separated.  The coming 
of Jesus was itself the coming of God’s promised rule.  
Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, he brings 
about the relationship between God and humanity that God 
always intended. 
 
 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 
Offertory:   “Were You There on That Christmas Night”     Sleeth 
                             Colonial Chimers 
       
 Reception of Offerings by Ushers 
 *Presentation 
 
       *Doxology (#592) 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Thanks                  
 



 
Pastoral Prayers 
 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 
*Hymn # 40           “Joy to the World” 

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Benediction 
 
Steeple Bell 
 
Organ Postlude    
 
 

 



 
Childcare 

 
Child Care for infants is available.  Please see an usher for 
directions.  Children ages 2 and above many exit after the Scripture 
Conversation for Someplace Else (in the CE Building) or remain in 
worship.  Children of any age are always welcome in worship. 
 
 

Prayer List: 
 

Nursing Home and Hospital 
 
The Arbors at New Castle:     Arline Olds  
Mail c/o 110 W 7th Street, NC DE  19720 
phone:  302-328-5533 
Cokesbury Village:       Isabel Klein 
726 Loveville Rd; Hockessin, DE  19707;  
Attn:  Rm 1026  phone:  302-235-6017 
 
 
Prayers for: 



 
The Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 

Bob and Lyn Briggs 
In Honor of 350 Years Witnessing for Christ 

 
 
d 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Gifts Memorial Case: 
William Knowles 

1913-1973 
Alice Irene Eberly 

1922-1973 
 

This morning, our Ushers are: 
Bob, Lyn & Rachel Briggs, John & Joanne Hopkins 

 
Someplace Else:   Molly Fouracre 

 
Advent Family: The Trumans

 



 
NOTICES 

 
Ralph Johnson Memorial Cookie Bake 

This year we would like to continue the outreach that started last 
year after the funeral of Ralph Johnson, our beloved Pastor 
Emeritus.  At the conclusion of the funeral, there was a reception at 
First & Central Church and many of you will remember the many 
tables of cookies that greeted you.  There were so many left over 
cookies that we bagged them up and took them to the Friendship 
House Breakfast Program the next day and gave a bag to each 
person who came to breakfast that day.  After hearing about this 
event, Corky Viola suggested that we continue this outreach as a 
tribute to Ralph.  This year we will be serving breakfast on the 
Sunday of December 23rd, so we would like to distribute the 
cookies on this date.  If you would like to donate a batch of 
cookies, please bring them to the CE Building kitchen by Friday, 
December 21st.  If you would to help bag the cookies, we will 
meet on Saturday morning from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the CE 
Building.  We are hoping to make a hundred bags of cookies for 
distribution.  Look for a sign-up sheet in the Christian Education 

 
Congregational Meeting 

 
The congregation will meet next Sunday, December 23 following 
morning worship in the Meeting House for the purpose of 
receiving the 2008 budget as information and acting upon changes 
in the pastor’s terms of call. 
 

 



 
Advent and Christmas at New Castle Presbyterian Church 

 
 
 
December 21 Christmas Caroling (Friday) 
    7:00 p.m. Gather at church  
    8:00 p.m. Refreshments –  
       Mayhews (17 E. 5th) 
 
December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Lessons and Carols 
    Congregational Meeting after worship 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship (Mon.)  
 5:30 p.m.  Children’s Service  (Mtng House) 
 7:30 p.m.  Traditional Service (Mtng House) 
 
December 30        First Sunday after Christmas 
    Conclusion of 350th Anniversary Celebration 
     Jenny McCann Spivey preaching 
    No Sunday School 
 
December 31  New Year’s Eve (Monday) 
    Progressive Dinner 
   10:00 p.m. Worship 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Christmas Caroling 

 
Be sure to mark your calendar for a great evening of Christmas 
Caroling on Friday night December 21st!  We will meet at the 
church at 7:00pm and proceed from there walking around Old New 
Castle and caroling.   
 
We will end up at Gene and Carol Mayhew’s house (17 E 5th Street 
in New Castle) for refreshments and fellowship (we usually arrive 
there between 8:00 and 8:30pm).   
 
Please join us at the Mayhew’s even if you are unable to walk 
around and carol. 
 

Donate a Frozen Turkey 
 

If you earn credit for a free turkey this fall please consider 
donating that free turkey to a Christmas Food Basket project being 
organized by the Newark Area Welfare Committee.  Beverly 
Stoudt is co-chairperson of this large undertaking.  Approximately 
340 families and senior citizens will receive a week’s worth of 
non-perishable food on Saturday December 22.  Each basket also 
will be accompanied by a frozen turkey for Christmas dinner. 
 
Many grocery stores are offering bargain prices and offers of free 
turkeys before Thanksgiving.  And, some companies give their 
employees a free turkey for Thanksgiving and/or Christmas.  If 
you have accumulated credit or expect a gift of a turkey and do not 
want it, please consider giving it to our Christmas Food Basket 
project. 



 
We will need your donated turkey by Saturday Dec. 22. If you 
plan to have one to donate please call Beverly Stoudt at 368-9354 
who will arrange for pick up and storage.  We have a facility that 
will store as many turkeys as we can get.  If you would like to 
bring it along to any Sunday church service that would be 
wonderful and hopefully easy for your family. 
 
If you want to purchase a turkey and donate it we will be very 
grateful. 
 
 _________  We will pledge a turkey. 
 
 _________  We will bring our donated turkey to church. 
 
 _________  We do not have space to store a turkey and  
 will need to have our donated turkey picked up. 
 
 
Please call our family at  _________________________. 
 
 
Thank you for considering this loving project and taking the time 
to secure a frozen turkey. 
Beverly Stoudt (368-9354) 
Newark Area Welfare Committee 
P.O. Box 951, Newark, DE  19715 

 
 
 
 



 
Each Sunday of Advent 

“White Gifts”  
 

Deacons will continue collecting donations of non-perishable food 
for the local New Castle food cupboard operated by St. Vincent 
DePaul Society at St. Peters Catholic Church for hungry people 
who live in New Castle.  This year we will collect food each of the 
four Sundays in Advent, as well as, Christmas Eve.  Please 
bring donated breakfast or canned meat and protein items, juice, 
soup, vegetables, fruit or even dessert items and place them in the 
marked box in the Narthex. 
 
The term “White Gifts” referred to the white wrapping paper 
around each donated can or box.  We no longer need to wrap 
individual items.  However, our celebration of the hope, love, joy, 
and anticipation of Christ in our lives will wrap each donation with 
the sparkling glory or God’s working presence in our midst.  
 
Thank you, 
The Deacons 
 

Thank you!
 
To all soup, bread, pickle, and relish makers for Spirit of 
Christmas — You did it again!  Thank you for giving your time 
and talent for our causes and for providing delight for the folks 
who enjoyed the fruits of your labor.  You have become legend!  
                - Mary Pratt 
 



 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Habitat for Humanity of NCC is in need of 2 office volunteers 

Tuesday-Thursday as well as volunteers to serve on our Family 
Selection and Family Support Committees. 

 
Habitat’s Mission is to build affordable housing at no-profit 
through a combination of volunteer labor, “sweat equity” and no-
interest mortgages.  We act in partnership with the local 
community.  Individuals, small businesses, corporations, 
foundations, partner families, faith groups, and civic organizations 
all share in the vision of affordable housing.  Habitat for Humanity 
reaches out from Christian roots across denominational, faith, 
economic and racial lines to bring together people who are 
concerned for their neighbors.  We strive to develop and empower 
individuals and communities through the construction of simple, 
decent, affordable homes. 
 
If you would be interested in joining our team of volunteers please 
contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Nichol Barton at (302) 652-
0365 x103. 
 

Last Minute Contributions  
 

Please be advised that in order to have any contribution to the 
church count as a gift for 2007, it must be received by the church 
or postmarked by December 31, 2007. The IRS rules are stringent 
and there is no “grace period”. 
 
 



 
 
**Regular Scheduled Weekly Events  
  Wednesday 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal  
  Thursday 6:45 pm Colonial Chimers (Youth) 
 7:00 pm Al-Anon  
 8:00 pm Celebration Ringers (Adult) 
  Sunday School 9:30 am Sunday School 
 
SUNDAY 12/16   9:30am Sunday School 
  11:00am Worship 
  12:00pm Fellowship Hour @ Manse 
    1:00pm Emma Nichol-Funeral 
   NCPC Meeting House 
 
Monday 12/17   6:00pm  Joint Meeting of Officers 
   at Manse 
     7:00pm Session at Manse 
     7:00pm English Country Dancers 
     7:30pm Trustees 
 
 
Wednesday    12/19   7:30pm Choir 
 
Thursday 12/20   6:45pm Colonial Chimers (Youth) 
    7:00pm Al-Anon Meeting 
    8:00pm Celebration Ringers (Adult) 
 
Friday 12/21 Ralph’s Cookie Deadline 
    7:00pm Caroling  
 8:00pm   Refreshments at the Mayhew’s  
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25 E. Second Street 

New Castle, DE  19720 
 

Phone: (302) 328-3279        Fax: (302) 328-5670 
E-mail:   ncpc1651@verizon.net   Pastor E-Mail:  ncpcpastor@verizon.net 
 

Nancy L. Rowland, Pastor 
Alison Clark, Administrative Assistant 

Eileen Dunham, Director of Music 
Minerva Lermond, Director of Handbells 

Jay Williams, Organist 
 

 

SESSION 
2008 2009 2010 

Phoebe Dill Linden Ballance Rob Barry 
Marcia Quillen Pat Bird Robert Briggs 
Bruce Raker Connie Reese Nancy Coning 

Cynthia Robbins Janet Spring Karen Dobson 
 

DEACONS 
2008 2009 2010 

Molly Dunson Chris Fagles Zachary Dobson 
Shirley Knox Tom McDowell Mark Powell 
Mary Pratt Sue Townsend Jean Swanson 

 

TRUSTEES 
2008 2009 2010 

Bill Anthony Chandler Gebhart IV James Flook 
Steve Handy Judy Hentkowski Carol Mayhew 

Earl Reed Brenda Walters Scott Selheimer 
 


