
 
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
ASCENSION SUNDAY 

 
May 24, 2009 11:00 a.m. 

 
ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

 
Organ Prelude 
 
The Life and Work of the Church 
 Welcome, friends and members 
 Please sign welcome folders 
 Nursery care available in Education Building 

Restrooms found in Education Building 
 Prayer requests for offering plate 
 Fellowship Hour following worship 
 Announcements – please use microphone 
 A Time of Greeting 
 
Steeple Bell 
 
Choral Introit 
 
The Ascension Story:    Acts 1:6-11      Page: NT 118 
 



 
Call to Worship 

People of New Castle, why do you stand looking up into 
heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from us into 
heaven, will come in the same way as we saw him go. 
Let us attend to his worship and work! 

 
*Hymn:  #153  “He Is King of Kings” 
 
*Prayer of Adoration 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors;   
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 



 
Prayer of Confession 

O Christ, you are the Good News! 
You alone are our judge, 
yet you suffered shame and death to be one of us. 
Christ, you died for us. 
In your rising, you said “No!” to the powers of 
 darkness, so that we might live in the light. 
Christ, you rose for us. 
In your ascension, you said “Yes!” to all who call 
 upon you. 
Christ, you reign in power for us. 
We do not call upon your power. And yet, 
Christ, you pray for us. 
Forgive us, and fill us anew with your creating life that 
our new lives might point to you. 
 
(silent prayers) 

 



 
Assurance of Pardon      

*Sung Response:   “Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil” 
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PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Old Testament Lesson:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 Page: OT 616   
   “To Everything There Is a Season”     Rutter  
      The Choir 
 
New Testament Lesson: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26    Page: NT 118 
 
A Scripture Conversation 
 
Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 1:15-23 Page: NT 192 
 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 24:44-53 Page: NT 91   
 
Sermon   “Getting Down to Business” 
 
*Hymn:   “Why Stare at Heaven’s Distant Blue”   Tune #366 

“Why stare at heaven’s distant blue 
when Christ has told you what to do? 
Your gaze won’t draw the clouds back down 
that rose with glory from the ground. 
Your Lord now reigns in realms above. 
Await God’s wind and show God’s love.” 
 
 



 
Deep silence fell upon the air, 
and earth seemed lonely, hard and bare, 
and where Christ’s friends had fixed their eyes 
stood only sun and cloud and skies. 
Then with a slow reluctant gait  
they walked toward home to pray and wait. 
 
That congregation lived between  
a well marked past and things unseen. 
With Christ no longer at their side, 
directly there to teach and guide,  
they sought through prayer with one accord 
the will of their ascended Lord. 
 
May we be disciplined to face 
with that young church’s patient grace 
the prayerful, seeking, waiting days 
that are a part of heaven’s ways,  
by which we learn  how we depend 
on God to send the flame and wind. 

 



 
*An Affirmation of Faith:           The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I 
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 
 Offertory       
 Reception of Offerings by Ushers 
 *Presentation 
  

*Doxology (tune: #229) 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia! 
  Praise God above ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!   



 
 *Prayer of Thanks                  
 
Pastoral Prayers 
 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 
*Hymn:  “Go Ye, Go Ye into the World” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Charge and Benediction 

Choral Benediction 

Steeple Bell 

Organ Postlude    

You may recycle your bulletins in the basket at the back of the Meeting 
House. 
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Childcare 

Child Care for infants is available.  Please see an usher for 
directions.  Children ages 2 and above may exit after the 
Scripture Conversation for Someplace Else (a lesson and 
activities in the CE Building) or remain in worship.  
Children of any age are always welcome in worship. 
 

Worship Assistance 
Please see an usher to receive hearing assistance, a large 
print bulletin or bible, or a personal seat cushion. 
 
Prayer List: 
 
Nursing Home and Hospital 
The Arbors at New Castle:     Arline Olds  
32 Buena Vista Dr, New Castle, DE 19720   
phone: 302-326-4121   
 
Cokesbury Village:      Isabel Klein 
726 Loveville Rd, Hockessin, DE  19707;  
Attn:  Rm 1026  phone:  302-235-6017 
 
 
Prayers for: 



 
The Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 

Jim & Mary Lou Cottrell 
In Memory of father & brother Bob 

 
 
d 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Gifts Memorial Case: 
Frank J. Reese 

1921-2008 
Ralph R. Johnson Jr. 

1924-2006 
 

This morning, our Ushers are: 
Steve Martin, Cynthia Robbins & Katie Martin 

 
Someplace Else (Children’s Bible Study and Activities):   

Yueming Guo & Ellie Gerhart
 

Worship Leader: 
Carol Mayhew
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EVERYONE WELCOME! 
 

First Project: Sewing a “Bowtie Pocketbook” 
 

 

 
Dates to be announced 

 
Please sign up on the sign up sheet in the CE Building. 

 
You are guaranteed to have: 

 
1. a fun filled experience 
2. a chance to share your talents and energy 
3. a chance to play a large part in the mission 

 and outreach of the New Castle 
 Presbyterian Church. 

 
Please call Ellie Gerhart at (302) 328-0908 for details.�
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This Week’s Schedule 

 
SUNDAY 5/24 9:30am Adult Bible Study  
  11:00am Worship & Someplace Else 
  12:00pm Fellowship Hour 
  12:30pm Nominating Committee 
 
Monday 5/25  MEMORIAL DAY 
   OFFICE CLOSED    
 
 
Wednesday 5/27    1:00pm Bible Study-Revelation 
     7:30pm Choir 
 
Thursday 5/28 5:00pm Literacy Volunteer    
  6:45pm Colonial Chimers  
     7:00pm Al-Anon Meeting 
        8:00pm Celebration Ringers 
       
 
Saturday 5/30 8:00am Tai Chi 
 
SUNDAY 5/31  PENTECOST  
  9:30am Adult Bible Study  
  11:00am Worship-The Sacrament of   
   Baptism & Someplace Else 
  12:00pm CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
  12:10pm Fellowship Hour 
      12:15pm Mission & Outreach Meeting 
  12:30pm Youth 

 


