
 
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
March 22, 2009 11:00 a.m. 

 
ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

 
Organ Prelude 
 
The Life and Work of the Church 
 Welcome, friends and members 
 Please sign welcome folders 
 Nursery care available in Education Building 

Restrooms found in Education Building 
 Prayer requests for offering plate 
 Fellowship Hour following worship 
 Announcements – please use microphone 
 A Time of Greeting: If you had one question you could  
       ask God, what would it be? 
 
Steeple Bell & Choral Introit 
 
Call to Worship (John 3:16) 

God so loved the world. 
God gave the only Son. 
Everyone who believes in him will not perish, 
But have everlasting life. Glory to God! 



 
*Hymn:  #485  “To God Be the Glory” 
 
*Prayer of Adoration 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors;   
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, 
you have given us a sure word, 
sealed by your Spirit in the free gift of your Son. 
In Christ you have set us free from bondage, 
bound up and healed our wounds, 
and led us into paths of peace. 
But still we listen to other voices, 
as though your word were just one among others. 
Forgive and restore us. 



 
Turn us again toward Jesus,  
that we may look upon him and fully live. 

(silent prayers) 

Assurance of Pardon      
*Sung Response:     “You Are the Lord” 

 

 



 
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Old Testament Lesson:  Numbers 21:4-9 Page: OT 139   
 
Psalm 107:  1-3, 17-22      Paraphrase by Fred R. Anderson, 
                              sung to Hymn tune #483 alt. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for you are good, 
 Your love endures forever. 
From east and west, from north and south, 
 You call your own together. 
Let all the Lord’s redeemed sing praise, 
 God’s love endures beyond our days; 
Sing praise to our Redeemer. 
 
Some folk were sick because of sin; 
 They suffered much affliction, 
They loathed the very thought of food 
 And begged for swift destruction. 
Then unto you they raised their cry, 
 You sent your word, lest they should die; 
You healed them in their pleading.  
 
 
 



 
When trouble, sorrow, and defeat 
 Oppress and bring new trouble, 
Sing praise to God, who reigns above, 
 And makes our blessings double. 
Hear then, you wise, come now, give heed, 
 God’s steadfast love will meet all need; 
Sing praise to our Redeemer. 

 

 
Gospel Lesson:  John 3:14-21        Page: NT 94  
 
Anthem: “Wondrous Love”         Parker/Shaw  
                          The Choir 
 
Epistle Lesson:  Ephesians 2:1-10 Page: NT 192 
          from “The Message” by Eugene Peterson    
 
Sermon   “Snake Handling” 
 
*Hymn:  “A Spendthrift Lover Is the Lord”           Troeger 
              tune: Kingsfold #308 
 

A spendthrift lover is the Lord 
who never counts the cost 
or asks if heaven can afford 
to woo a world that’s lost. 
 



 
Our lover tosses coins of gold  
across the midnight skies 
and stokes the sun against the cold 
to warm us when we rise. 
 
Still more is spent in blood and tears  
to win the human heart, 
to overcome the violent fears 
that drive the world apart. 
Behold the bruised and thorn-crowned face 
of one who bears our scars 
and empties out the wealth of grace 
that’s hinted by the stars. 
 
How shall we love this heart-strong God 
who gives us everything 
whose ways to us are strange and odd, 
what can we give or bring? 
Acceptance of the matchless gift 
is gift enough to give. 
The very act will shake and shift 
the way we love and live. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
*An Affirmation of Faith:         A Declaration of Faith 4.4 
 
We believe that in the death of Jesus on the cross  
 God achieved and demonstrated once for all  
 the costly forgiveness of our sins.  
Jesus Christ is the reconciler  
 between God and the world.  
He acted on behalf of sinners as one of us,  
 fulfilling the obedience God demands of us,  
 accepting God’s condemnation of our sinfulness. 
Each of us beholds on the cross  
 the Savior who died in our place,  
 so that we may no longer live for ourselves,  
 but for him.  
In him is our only hope for salvation. 
 
 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 
 Offertory       
 Reception of Offerings by Ushers 
 *Presentation 
  

 
 
 



 
*Doxology (#592) 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 *Prayer of Thanks                  
 
Pastoral Prayers 
 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 
*Hymn: #92  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Benediction 
 
Steeple Bell 
 
Organ Postlude    
 
You may recycle your bulletins in the basket at the back of the 
Meeting House. 



 
Childcare 

Child Care for infants is available.  Please see an usher for 
directions.  Children ages 2 and above may exit after the 
Scripture Conversation for Someplace Else (a lesson and 
activities in the CE Building) or remain in worship.  
Children of any age are always welcome in worship. 
 

Worship Assistance 
Please see an usher to receive hearing assistance, a large 
print bulletin or bible, or a personal seat cushion. 
 
Prayer List: 
 

Nursing Home and Hospital 

The Arbors at New Castle:     Arline Olds  
32 Buena Vista Dr, New Castle, DE 19720   
phone: 302-326-4121   
 
Cokesbury Village:      Isabel Klein 

726 Loveville Rd, Hockessin, DE  19707;  
Attn:  Rm 1026  phone:  302-235-6017 
 

 
Prayers for: 



 
The Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 

Dean & Lynn MacEwen 

In Memory of our Parents and Grandparents 
 

d 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Gifts Memorial Case: 
Julia Jenson 

d. 2002 

Hiram Handy 

1916-2001 

 

This morning, our Ushers are: 
Irv & Susan Lipp and Pat Bird 

 
Someplace Else (Children’s Bible Study and Activities):   

Molly Fouracre
 

Worship Leader: Minerva Lermond 
 

Organist: Brenda DiMichele 
 



 
 

 
 

Easter Eggs 
 
Help us get ready for the Easter Fair on April 4! Pick up 
some empty Easter eggs this morning and return them filled 
with goodies by April 3. Also, sign up to help out the 
morning of April 4 as we welcome the families of our 
community to our church! Flyers are now available for those 
who have volunteered to distribute them in our nearby 
neighborhoods. 
 
 
 
 
 

Someplace Else Volunteer 
 
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall to assist the leader on 
Sundays with Educational activities after the Children’s 
Sermon. Must be an adult. 



 
Mission and Outreach Activities 

 
Teach a man to fish, and he learns how to feed his family.  
 
Teach a child to read, and he will have the foundation of 
literacy.  
 
That’s why the Mission and Outreach Committee of your 
church believes in volunteering with the Read Aloud 
Delaware program, a non-profit corporation dedicated to 
promoting reading in the First State.  
 
The group’s primary focus is on developing these skills in 
the early years of a child’s life, a time when a young mind is 
most in need of nurturing. Indeed, numerous research 
projects show that building a foundation of reading builds 
speech, vocabulary, listening and comprehension.  
 
If children don’t get those basic skills early in life, they are 
more at risk for dropping out of school, which can spiral into 
unemployment and poverty.  
 
New Castle Presbyterian Church members volunteer to read 
to children in day care, kindergarten and Head Start 
programs.   
 
 



 
 
In addition, Read Aloud Delaware volunteers help with 
Read-In, Read-Out program, which enlists volunteers to 
audiotape women inmates reading children's books, which 
are then mailed home to their children so they can listen and 
read along.  

  
Learn more about the program at 

www.readalouddelaware.org 
 
 

Mission and Outreach 
Karen Dobson, Susan Lipp,  
Alecia Swasy, Janet Spring, 

Barb Whisman, Conchita Showell, 
Sue Townsend & Ellie Gerhart 

 



 

 
 

A Taste of New Castle 
International Supper 

 
Travel around the world and never leave the New Castle 
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall!  The Youth of our 
congregation invite you to join them on March 29 at 5:30 pm 
as our fellowship hall is transformed into an international 
bistro for the evening.  Each course of the meal served will 
be from a different part of the world.  Everything will be 
provided and you will be served by members of the Youth 
Fellowship.  You are asked to donate the price of a 
comparable restaurant meal.  All proceeds will help our 
youth attend the Montreat Youth Conference this July.   
Enjoy a nice evening out in fellowship with church 
members, and support our youth program, all at the same 
time.  Reservations can be made at the sign-up sheet in the 
fellowship hall or by calling the church office:  328-3279. 
 

Please also indicate your choice of entrée.



 

 
 

Flower Guild 
 

As most of you know the Flower Guild has been arranging 
the flowers in the Sanctuary for the past 13 years. At this 
time we are 7 arrangers and our “faithful” record keeper and 
treasurer. Usually, we only have meetings about 4-6 times a 
year. Every 4 months to pick our dates and 1 or 2 to discuss 
Easter and Christmas. The support from the Congregation 
has been outstanding over the years and we would like to 
invite any interested men or women interested in flowers to 
join our small group. Please contact Barb Quillen, Phoebe 
Dill, Jean Swanson for any questions you might have. 
Following are the dates available to donors to have flowers 
placed in celebration, memoriam or honor August 9, 
September 27, November 8 and 29th. The donation for 
flowers is $40. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Super Sale 
 
Most prices are rising these days. But here at New Castle 
Presbyterian Church we are lowering our prices. Ralph’s 
photos which were $35 each are now reduced to $20. We do 
have all three prints available. The Cats Meow® price has 
been cut in half to $10. Corky’s note cards are always 
available. There are many different packets and they can be 
purchased for $10. See Dot Campbell after church or she can 
be reached by phone at 322.9324.
 
 
 
 
 



 
This Week’s Schedule 

 
SUNDAY 3/22 9:30am Adult Bible Study  
  10:00am Youth Bells 
  11:00am Worship & Someplace Else 
  12:00pm Fellowship Hour 
  12:15pm Trustees 
      12:30pm Youth Fellowship 
 
Monday 3/23 7:00pm Session     
 
Wednesday 3/25    1:00pm Bible Study 
     7:30pm Choir 
 
Thursday 3/26 5:00pm Literacy Volunteer    
  6:45pm Colonial Chimers  
     7:00pm Al-Anon Meeting 
        8:00pm Celebration Ringers 
       
Saturday 3/28 8:00am Tai Chi 
  3:00pm Prepare Friendship House   
   Breakfast 
 
SUNDAY 3/29 7:00am Serve Friendship House    
   Breakfast 
  9:30am Adult Bible Study  
  10:00am Youth Bells 
  11:00am Worship & Someplace Else 
  12:00pm Fellowship Hour 
  12:15pm Mission Outreach Meeting 
  12:30pm Christian Education Meeting 
      5:30pm Youth Fundraising Dinner 
 
Pastor Nancy will be out of town Tuesday through Friday (March 24-26) 

 


