THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 14, 2008 11:00 a.m.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’'S NAME

Organ Prelude

Handbell Prelude: “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Celebration Ringers arr. Moklebust

The Life and Work of the Church
Welcome, friends and members
Please sign welcome folders
Nursery care available in Education Building
Restrooms found in Education Building
Prayer requests for offering plate
Fellowship Hour following worship
Announcements — please use microphone
A Time of Greeting

Steeple Bell

Choral Introit



Lighting of the Third Advent Candle

We light this candle as a sign of the coming lighChrist.
Advent means coming.

“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, My whole beinghall
exult in my God; For God has clothed me with garsen
salvation, God has covered me with the robe of
righteousness.”

The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoe.
Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have made us and all things to see
you; now prepare the world for your rule. Come quckly
to save us that your children may rejoice, honoringpne

another with justice and love. Through Jesus Chris our
Judge and Redeemer. Amen.



*Hymn:

“God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”
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Re - mem - ber Christ our Sav - ijour Was born on Christ-mas Day;
And un - to cer - tain shep - herds Brought ti- dings of the same;
This day is born a Sav - iour Of a pure Vir- gin bright,
And with true love and broth-er-hood Each oth - er now em -brace;
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' To save us all from Sa-tan'spower When we were gone a - stray.
How that in Beth -le -hem was born The Son of God by name.
To free all those who trust in Him From Sa -tan's power and might.”
This ho - ly tide of Christ - mas All oth - ers doth de - face.
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*Prayer of Adoration

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
God of compassion, have mercy on us, your children.
We are blind for looking after the narrow interests of
ourselves and our kind. We are lame from running
after false hopes. We are dumb for lack of good news
We are oppressed by our efforts to get ahead.
God of mercy, pour out your healing love on us
and make us whole.
Let your children come home to you with joy
and gladness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(silent prayers)



Assurance of Pardon
*Sung Response: #44 vs. 4

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray,

Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!

PROCLAIM GOD’'S WORD

Prayer for lllumination

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 PagebaT



Psalm 126

1. When our God led us back to freedom, like dreamers we beheld the
promised land again; our mouths were filled with laughter and
rejoicing. Refrain

2. We proclaimed to the nations what God has done for us; your might
deeds of love, restoring us to life, you lead your people home to you
rejoicing. Refrain

3. Come restore our fortune, renew us in your love, as rivers through
the sand, as springs within the desert; those who sow in tears shall
reap rejoicing. Refrain



A Scripture Conversation

Anthem: “Come Flood This Heart of Mine” Frombachita
The Choir
Russell Ward, Violin

Gospel Lesson: John 1:6-8, 19-28 Page: NT 9
Sermon “In the Spotlight”

*Hymn #600 “Mary’s Song”

*An Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaen
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our ard,;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Kgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifieddead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day & rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, andtsth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the oeal |
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic churchthe
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.Amen.



GIVE THANKS TO GOD

Offerings of Tithes and Gifts
Offertory. “Lo, How a Rose” arr. Dobski
Celebration Ringers
Russell Ward, Violin
Reception of Offerings by Ushers
*Presentation
*Doxology (#592)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Thanks
Pastoral Prayers
GO IN GOD’S NAME

*Hymn #40 “Joy to the World”

*Charge and Benediction: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Choral Benediction & Steeple Bell

Congregational Meeting

Organ Postlude

You may recycle your bulletins in the basket atothek of the Meeting House.



Childcare
Child Care for infants is available. Please seasier for
directions. Children ages 2 and above may e»at dlfie
Scripture Conversation f@omeplace Els¢a lesson and
activities in the CE Building) or remain in worship
Children of any age are always welcome in worship.

Worship Assistance
Please see an usher to receive hearing assistalarge
print bulletin or bible, or a personal seat cushion

Pravyer List:

Nursing Home and Hospital

The Arbors at New Castle: Arline Olds
32 Buena Vista Dr, New Castle, DE 19720

phone: 302-326-4121

Cokesbury Village: Isabel Klein
726 Loveville Rd, Hockessin, DE 19707,
Attn: Rm 1026 phone: 302-235-6017

Prayers for:




Special Gifts Memorial Case:
Margaret B. Twyford
1919-1998
Sandra Dugan Rigby
1968-1995

This morning, our Ushers are:
Bob & Lyn Briggs, Joanne & John Hopkins

Someplace Else (Children’s Bible Study and Actes)r
Molly Fouracre

Worship Leader:
Irv Lipp

Advent Candle Family:
Diana, Dylan, and Mason Reilly



Arbors Art Exhibit - Arline M. Olds
December 21 to December 38

OPEN HOUSE
December 237
2:00 to 4:30 p.m.

Arbors at New Castle is proud to present an arioexdor our
resident, Arline M. Olds. We welcome all of Arbor&ssidents
and their families, Arline’s family, church familgnd her Delta
Kappa Gamma sorority to view her water colors.

Some light refreshments will be served.

Please come and visit with Arline and enjoy hemantk.

L ast Minute Contributions

Please be advised that in order to have any comiiinto the
church count as a gift for 2008, it must be recgibg the
church or postmarked by December 31, 2008. TherliS are
stringent and there is no “grace period”.



Donate a Frozen Turkey

If you earn credit for a free turkey this fall pdeaconsider
donating that free turkey to a Christmas Food Blagkmect
being organized by the Newark Area Welfare Committe
Beverly Stoudt is co-chairperson of this large utadeng.
Approximately 360 families and senior citizens wdteive
a week’s worth of non-perishable food on Saturday
December 20. Each basket also will be accompaved
frozen turkey for Christmas dinner.

Many grocery stores are offering bargain prices affels of
free turkeys before Thanksgiving. And, some comgsan
give their employees a free turkey for Thanksgivamgl/or
Christmas. If you have accumulated credit or ekpeamft
of a turkey and do not want it, please consideingivt to
our Christmas Food Basket project.

We will need your donated turkey Baturday Dec. 20 If
you plan to donate please call Beverly Stoudtpas &s you
get the turkey, at 368-9354 to arrange for piclang
storage. We have a facility that will store as ynamkeys as
we can get. If you would like to bring it alongday
Sunday church service that would be wonderful and
hopefully easy for your family.



If you want to purchase a turkey and donate it webs
very grateful. Remember the prices are much bleéfare
Thanksgiving than after.

We will pledge a turkey.

We will bring our donated turkey to rcihu

We do not have space to store a tiahkey
will need to have our donated turkey picked

up.

Please call our family at

Thank you for considering this loving project aa#lihg the
time to secure a frozen turkey.
Beverly Stoudt (368-9354)
Newark Area Welfare Committee
P.O. Box 951, Newark, DE 19715



Christmas Caroling

Be sure to mark your calendar for a great evening o
Christmas Caroling on Sunday night December 21&t! W
will meet at the church at 7:00pm and proceed ftiogne
walking around Old New Castle and caroling.

We will end up at Gene and Carol Mayhew’s houseH17
5" Street in New Castle) for refreshments and felluprs
(we usually arrive there between 8:00 and 8:30pm).
Please join us at the Mayhew’s even if you are lentb
walk around and carol.

Adult Education

You are invited and encouraged to join us for odvént
and Christmas Bible study at 9:30 a.m. on Sund2uy.
course for November 30 through January 4 will be
“Celebrating Christmas: Scripture and Culture in
Conversation.” Come and see why we do what we do!



Each Sunday of Advent
“White Gifts”

The Deacons will collect donations of non-periskdbbd
for the local New Castle food cupboard operate®tby
Vincent DePaul Society at St. Peter’'s Catholic Chdor
hungry people who live in New Castle. The food \wd
collected each of the four Sundays in Advent, alé ase
Christmas Eve. Please bring donated breakfasirorez
meat and protein items, juice, soup, vegetablag,dr even
dessert items and place them in the marked bdxein t
narthex of the Meeting House.

The term “White Gifts” referred to the white wrapgipaper
around each donated can or box. We no longer wrap
Individual items. However, our celebration of timpe,
love, joy, and anticipation of Christ in our lived| wrap
each donation with the sparkling glory of God’s Wng
presence in our midst.
Thank you,
The Deacons
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Ralph Johnson Memorial Cookie Bake

On Sunday, December 21st we will be serving brestlda
the 8th and Shipley Friendship House location. tRempast
two years we have baked cookies and bagged thethdor
men, women and children who attend the Sunday fastk
program to recognize Ralph's enduring commitment to
mission. We will need cookies to fill 125 sandwsihke zip
lock baggies to distribute on this day. If you ai#ing to
bake or buy cookies for this project, please haua'y
cookies in the CE building kitchen by Friday, Debsm
19th. Anyone interested in helping to "bag" theldes can
come to the church kitchen on Friday evening froB06
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be sekv@ here
will be a sign up sheet posted after the Spiri€bfistmas
celebration. Thank you for your support.



SUNDAY

Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

SUNDAY

Weekly Schedule

12/14 9:30am
11:00am
12:00pm
12:30pm

12/15  5:30pm
6:45pm
7:00pm
7:30pm

12/17 1:00pm
7:30pm

12/18  5:00pm
6:45pm
7:00pm
8:00pm

12/19  6:30pm

12/20  8:00am

12/21 9:00am
9:30am
11:00am

12:00pm
12:10pm
7:00pm
8:00pm

Adult Bible Study

Worship & Someplace Else
Fellowship Hour

Youth Fellowship

Joint Mtg of Officers @ Manse
Dancers

Session @ Manse

Trustees

Bible Study
Choir

Literacy Volunteers
Colonial Chimers
Al-Anon Meeting
Celebration Ringers

Bag Cookies for Friendship
House

Tai Chi

Friendship House Breakfast
Adult Bible Study

Worship & Someplace Else
The Sacrament of Baptism
Congregational Meeting
Fellowship Hour @ Manse
Caroling in New Castle
Refreshments @ the Mayhew’s



