
 
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

September 28, 2008                11:00 a.m. 
 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 
Organ Prelude 
 
The Life and Work of the Church 
 Welcome, friends and members 
 Please sign welcome folders 
 Nursery care available in Education Building 

Restrooms found in Education Building 
 Prayer requests for offering plate 
 Fellowship Hour following worship 
 Announcements – please use microphone 
 A Time of Greeting 
 
Steeple Bell 
Choral Introit 
Call to Worship: (Philippians 2:2, 5, 13) 

Be of the same mind, have the same love, 
As was in Christ Jesus, who humbled himself. 
For God is at work in you, 
Enabling us to will and work for God’s good 
pleasure.  



 
*Hymn:  #487  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
 
*Prayer of Adoration 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors;   
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Eternal God, 
as the Christ, you showed us 
that love looks not to its own interests, 
but to the interests of others. 
We lament  how little we resemble you 
in your humility, dedication, and love. 
We are driven too often by ambition and conceit. 



 
We defend our views, 
arguing without understanding. 
We speak of love, 
but resist the sacrifices love requires. 
Gracious God, you are at work in us. 
Fill us and shape us with your spirit, 
that we may will and work for your pleasure, 
loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
(silent prayers) 

 
Assurance of Pardon      

*Sung Response:     
 
 
 



 
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Old Testament Lesson:   Exodus 17:1-7             Page: OT 64  
 
A Scripture Conversation 
 
Epistle Lesson:  Philippians 2:1-11 Page: NT 197 
 
Anthem:           “To Love Our God”  Hayes 
     The Choir 
 
Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 21:23-32 Page:  NT 23   
 
Sermon   “Planning Your Day” 
 
*Hymn    “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Installation of Officers: Bruce Raker, Bill Anthony 



 
*An Affirmation of Faith           The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I 
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 
Offerings of Tithes and Gifts 
 Offertory       
 Reception of Offerings by Ushers 
 *Presentation 
  

*Doxology (#592) 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God all creatures here below; 
  Praise God above ye heav’nly host; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 



 
 *Prayer of Thanks                  
 
Pastoral Prayers 
 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 
*Hymn #281  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Benediction 
 
Steeple Bell 
 
Organ Postlude    
 
You may recycle your bulletins in the basket at the back of the 
Meeting House. 



 
Childcare 

Child Care for infants is available.  Please see an usher for 
directions.  Children ages 2 and above may exit after the 
Scripture Conversation for Someplace Else (a lesson and 
activities in the CE Building) or remain in worship.  
Children of any age are always welcome in worship. 
 

Worship Assistance 
Please see an usher to receive hearing assistance, a large 
print bulletin or bible, or a personal seat cushion. 
 
Prayer List: 
 
Nursing Home and Hospital 
The Arbors at New Castle:     Arline Olds  
32 Buena Vista Dr, New Castle, DE 19720   
phone: 302-326-4121   
 
Cokesbury Village:      Isabel Klein 
726 Loveville Rd, Hockessin, DE  19707;  
Attn:  Rm 1026  phone:  302-235-6017 
 
 
Prayers for: 



 
The Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 

Herb and Jean Swanson 
 
 
d 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Gifts Memorial Case: 
Helen H. Matteson 

1897-1990 
Roger T. Shoop 

1949-1990 
 

This morning, our Usher is: 
Jason Campbell 

 
Someplace Else (Children’s Bible Study and Activities):   

Molly Fouracre 
 



 
 



 

 

 
Annual Clothing Drive 

 
We will be collecting items for Friendship House’s Clothing 
Bank of Delaware throughout the month of September.  All 
clothing items and bed linens are welcomed, especially 
children’s, men’s, and larger-sized, work appropriate 
women’s clothing. It is important that donations be clean and 
in ‘wearable’ condition. 
 
All donations should be bagged (large garbage bags work 
well) and left in the Christian Education building in Room 
205 during office hours (Mon–Fri 8:30 am–12:30 pm) or 
after church on Sundays.  If climbing stairs is a problem, 
simply leave your donations on the first floor making sure 
that the bags do not interfere with normal traffic.   Tax 
donation slips will be available along with a guide to help 
determine the value of donated items. 
 
If you need additional information, please contact Conchita 
Showell or Janet Spring. 

 



 

 
Seamen’s Center 

 
The Mission and Outreach Committee would like to remind 
everyone that we will again be supporting the Seamen’s 
Center “Christmas at Sea” program this December.  Last 
year the congregation provided 30 “ditty boxes,” which 
included various items such as shampoo, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, candy, etc.  We were also able to include hand 
knitted scarves and hats as part of 1,300 “ditty boxes” given 
to seamen arriving by ship during December.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our congregation to be part of the 
“bigger world” as we share our resources of time and talents 
during the Christmas season. 
 
Each year members of the congregation are invited to tour 
the Seamen’s center and port when we deliver the boxes.  
The Seamen’s center feels blessed to have our support. Grab 
an orange in the C.E. building if you wish to participate.  
The orange signifies that most orange juice in the U.S. enters 
through the port of Wilmington.  
 
If anyone has questions about the program please contact 
Ellie Gerhart (302-328-0908.)  We hope that we will be able 
to repeat last year’s generosity. 



 
Solo Singles 

 
You are invited to come on a day trip to Shady Maple with 
the New Castle Senior Center on October 22nd from 9:30am 
to 6:00pm. The cost is $27.00, which includes charter bus 
and driver tip.  
  
Lunch is on your own at the sumptuous buffet. Also 
included on site is a gift shop, a department store and 
grocery store which include many products you can find 
only in the Pennsylvania Dutch area.  
  
Please make your reservations in a.s.a.p. call Eileen at 326-
4209.  First come first serve. (Pun intended!) 
  

 
 

Spirit of Christmas 
 

Sign-up sheets are already available for Spirit of Christmas 
volunteer positions.  We need every member to take part!  
Visit the Spirit of Christmas station today at the far end of 
the Fellowship Hall.  Volunteer opportunities include 
making cookies, soup, or bread; selling food, crafts, books, 
or donated items; serving refreshments; greeting visitors at 
the Christian Education Building or Manse; making craft 
items; and other jobs. If you have any questions, contact 
Susan Flook (328-7346 or suzieflook@hotmail.com). 



 
Calling All Homemade Soup and Bread Makers 

 
We need your help again to make those delicious soups and 
breads for the 2008 Spirit of Christmas celebration.  Sign-up 
sheets are posted in the Christian Education building for you to 
volunteer for this gift of love.  Remember that the soup is to be 
freshly made, not frozen, and that the containers, lids, and 
labels will be on the church kitchen counter for you to take 
when you need them.  There is a separate sheet for your help 
with the sales.   Thank you! 

 

        Spirit of Christmas – Book Corner    
 

Please save the CD’s - DVD’s - Books* you no longer need. 
Bring to the CE Building from Thanksgiving Day to December 
12th. 
 
*We sell paperback, children’s and hardback books - (particular 
interest in Civil War last year).  But no serial publications like 
National Geographic or encyclopedias – they do not sell. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Spirit of Christmas - Craft Table 

  
We would like to encourage members of our congregation to 
donate craft items to be sold at the Spirit of Christmas.  We 
have very many talented individuals in our congregation and 
have always received a wonderful variety of items.  Ellie 
Gerhart and her "elves" have been busy all summer creating 
some great gifts and we hope to have a very full table.  Items 
for sale may begin arriving at the Thanksgiving breakfast and 
any time after that.  We encourage you to price your items.  
Price Tags will be available at the breakfast and at all coffee 
hours.  If you are not able to make anything for the table, please 
consider donating a few hours to work the table during the 
Spirit of Christmas.  There is a sign-up sheet on the Spirit of 
Christmas "bulletin board" with 2 hour shifts throughout the 
day. 
 

Spirit of Christmas - Volunteers 
 

Sign-up sheets are already available for Spirit of Christmas 
volunteer positions.  We need every member to take part!  Visit 
the Spirit of Christmas station today at the far end of the 
Fellowship Hall.  Volunteer opportunities include making 
cookies, soup, or bread; selling food, crafts, books, or donated 
items; serving refreshments; greeting visitors at the Christian 
Education Building or Manse; making craft items; and other 
jobs. If you have any questions, contact Susan Flook (328-7346 
or suzieflook@hotmail.com). 



 

 
 

Friendship House Breakfast 
Sunday, September 14, 2008 

  
We would like to thank the members of the congregation for 
their support of this mission project.  It was very crowded on 
Sunday, and our food was very much appreciated.  Bill 
Perkins thinks we served over 100 people.  In addition to our 
members on Sunday morning, we were fortunate to have the 
help of Will and Bill, recent Friendship House graduates.  
Both went through the program and are currently living on 
their own and are gainfully employed at Horizon Heating 
and Air Conditioning. 
  
Friendship House residents were also very appreciative of 
the donation of toilet paper for use at their various houses 
throughout the city.  This will be a very hard year for non-
profit groups.  Your generosity will be greatly appreciated 
and will be put to good use.  Friendship House understands 
the meaning of being a good steward and uses their money 
and other donations wisely.  Also, in the nineteen years 
Bill has been on board at Friendship House, he has not 
missed one Sunday breakfast!  That statistic is a real 
testament of his faith and his commitment to the homeless.   



 
On a happy note, we have good news about Corner House 
resident Dewey.  Last December, Dewey was at breakfast 
when his very advanced facial cancer started to bleed and 
would not stop.  Fortunately, Dr. Jo Viola had volunteered 
on this day and was able to convince Dewey to go the the 
hospital and get treatment.  At the hospital, Dewey finally 
agreed to treatment for his cancer and after his chemo and 
radiation treatments is now in remission.  He is recuperating 
at the Corner House and will "graduate' to Luther Towers 
when a room becomes available for him.  We feel very 
blessed to have had Jo on this day!  Bill and his co-workers 
had tried unsuccessfully for months to get Dewey to go for 
treatment.  If Dewey had left untreated, he would have died 
that day.  Jo's excellent treatment and caring words made all 
the difference in this man's life.  We are very thankful to 
have so many caring people in our congregation who 
purchase and prepare the food, get up early in the morning to 
serve, and extend God's love to "the least of these, my 
brethren." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
 

 



 
Weekly Schedule 

 
SUNDAY 9/28   9:30am Adult Bible Study 
  11:00am Worship & Someplace Else 
   Installation of Officers 
  12:00pm Fellowship Hour 
      12:30pm Youth Fellowship- 
   Brandywine Zoo 
 
Monday 9/29 7:00pm Session     
 
 
 
Wednesday 10/1    1:00pm Bible Study 
  6:00pm Congregational Life &    
   Membership @ Manse 
     7:30pm Choir 
 
Thursday 10/2    6:45pm Colonial Chimers  
     7:00pm Al-Anon Meeting 
        8:00pm Celebration Ringers 
 
Friday 10/3 6:00pm Campfire Magic  
    Family Event @ Reese’s 
    112 W. 7th Street 
      
Saturday 10/4 8:00am Tai Chi 
 
SUNDAY 10/5 9:30am Adult Bible Study  
  11:00am Worship & Someplace Else  
   World Communion Sunday 
   Peacemaking Offering 
  12:00pm Fellowship Hour 


